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HE tr⸗ led F a preacher i in a eonnektion with the | der, Mr: 
foutteen years ; but was ſuddenly turned out of that connectlon With | 
" contempt, without A hearing s and degraded not only in large cities and ; 
towns, but in ſome places from houſe to houſe. among the . 
that they ſhould look upon him as a gazing fleck, aud as One 
a il wretehes that ever WAS in the connection  fince method; iſm exiſted. 
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= methoditts were adviſed by the preachers to. {but thei doom 
Tag hin, and any of Wenn did lo. 5 e 


E alſo mentions 112 crime for which he was: 160 fuddenty corned ou fn 
and fo WOT degraded Page 7% OT . 
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1 285 for Tubſances read ſubſtance | 

— 29, ſtrike out and leap. 3 Eh 
— 3, for prieſt's office, read the prieft's ofics 
— 23, for undermined, read underwritten, 


— 11, for groundly, read grounitichs 
— 18, ferike out yau „ 


— 32, for puplit read pulpit 


The curious reader x find ſeveral little inaceuracies, which I think 
ge not worth notice. | „ | | 


THE 


I R EFT E 
I po not 24 the hypoerite, when I ſay Lam 


| heartily ſorry that the Rev. Mr. W-ſl-y and 
his adviſers have driven me to take this method of 


appealing to the public. Lony I have born inſult 
and abuſe ; and thought I would not diſcover the 
Nnakednefs of the land: nor have I been haſty in 
the ſteps I have taken. Mr. W-ſley and his adviſers 

has had time enough to confider what they would 


do: for (near four years ago) after abundance of un- 
_ Chriſtian. ufage, I wrote to the Rev. Mr. W-fl-y, as 
follows. I ſhould have been driven out of your 


connection long fince, but for the following reaſons. 2 
_ Firſt I looked upon it go good ſign, When people 


left religious connections. Secondly, other people 
would have thought the ſame by me, if J had left 


the connection of methodiſt preachers. And Third- 
Iy, I ſhould not have hung my head like ene who 


had done ſomething amiſs, and had been turned out 


_ guilty. Therefore, Fourthly ; I ſhould have print- 
ed, and publiſhed my reaſons for leaving the con- 
nection. And I am ſuſpicious, my reaſons would 
but have dene little honour, either to the Rev. Mr. 

W-ſ--y or his adviſers, many of whom I love in the 


Truth.” Co, 


3 But there was no notice taken of my private letter, 
only more ſlander and abuſe: So then I printed a 


circular letter, and ſent every travelling preacher in 


the connection one, for which crime I was turned 


out of the connection, as the reader will find. 


® > 
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oe I then 
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T then waited near three years to ſee what 


would be the iflue 3 and as I meet with nothing, 
only more ſlander and abuſe. I ſhall. now lay my 


caſe before the public that they may judge. Tudeed 
matters might have been compromiſed, the grie- 


vances I complained of removed, and the diſpute be- 
tween me, Mr. W- y and others quaſhed; ſo as to 

have lain ameng the ſecrets of the conference, untill 
that day when Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be revealed in flam- 
ing fire, to take vengeance of all them who know 
not God. But the governors of the conference did 
not chooſe to do any thing but inſult me more and 


more : and as they have been ſo haſty in Firſt, 
abuſing me from year to year; and Secondly, in 

turning me out of the connection with contempt, 
without a hearing; and Thirdly, in degrading me 


from cities, to towns and villages, among the me- 


thodiſt, aud threatening me with /aw, I ſhall appeal 

to them who will hear. But firſt I think it is ne- 
ceſſary to give the reader ſome account of my life, 

how, and by what means I become a preacher. 


> — cow er re „ 


went into a private corner of my chamber at bed- 


_ continue praying all night, untill the next mornin 


The DEFENCE, &c 


| HEN T was very young, I had deep, and . 
rious thoughts about Death, 3 Hea- 


ven and Hell. And at the age of thirteen, deep con- 
victions and diſtreſs of mind concerning my poor help- 


leſs ruined ſtate, which my fins and follies had reduced 
and brought me too; the more l read, the more I law 
my miſery, and danger. Bur the Lord raciouſly in- 


clined my heart to private prayer, this I did with Kf the. 


power of my. Soul. I prayed for inſtruction, and read 
for witdom. And after many months ſeeking of the 


Lord without any proper iuſtructions, wherein 1 


ſpent many wearitome nights and troubleſome days, 
I found two or three leaves of an of od book which, 


I read, and found the following advice, that if any 


erſons were in diſtreſs about the Salvation of the 3 
Souls, they ſhould ſpread their wants before the | 
Lord in earneſt prayer, living a life of watchfulneſs, 
and expecting God to an ſwer their petitions to the joy 
and comfoit of their hearts. Being thus encouraged, 


time, and thoughtexcept God anſwered me, 1 would 


looking for, and expecting an anſwer from the Lord. 
But 5101 y be to God on 8 be ſoon prevented me 
2 B * 


| 1 

0 with bis goodneſs. And removed all my ſorrows by 
| ſpeaking peace unto my Soul. My forrow was turn 
| —edante-joy,-my burden was taken away, and I could 
i fſay with the prophet, Ifai. chap, xii, Tho* thou 
| waſt angry with me, thine anger is turned away; and 
i! Thou coniſorteſt me. | thought I would not fear, tho 
{| legions of evil angels ſhould ſurround me, for the 
Lord Jehovah is my ſtrength, and, my ſong ; he is 
become my Salvation. Being filled with love and 
Joy and peace, I laid me down to fleep ; and in the 
maorning, could rejoice in God with joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory, But I thought if I told any man 
| what the Lord had done for my Soul, he would tay 
that I was' mad, fo I told no one, what the Lord had 
Jpne for me. But I could fay with the blind man, 
= one thing I know, that as I was blind, I now ſee, I 
Could fay ; that I was a poor Hell deſerving ſinner, 


ard that the Lord had ſhewed me his mercy, that my 
tranſgreſfons were forgiven, and my ſius blotted out, 
that | had the teſtimony of God's Spirit bearing wit- 
neſs with my ſpirit, that I was born of God. And 
Fcould cry **Abba Father.” Altho' I had ncver heard 
of ſuch a thing as Juſtification by faith, or the for- 
giveneſs of Sins in this life, ] then enjoyed all the pri- 
Vvelidges of religion; and the ſubſtances of theſe ſcrip- 
| tures *<He that hath the fon hath life---he that believ- 
eth bath the witneſs in himſelf---he that eateth my 


' Meth and drinketh my blood hath everlaſting life &c.” 
hut for want of ſpiritual inſtruction, all theſe joys 
ö began to die away, my comforts were gone, and my 
| ſweet hope of everlaſting life was loſt, and little ap- 
j pearence of any good left; untill 1 was about 19 


| years of age; when by the providence of God I got 
[| acquainted with ſome people called Methodiſts, and 
bl by their converſation, reading, explaining the Scrip- 
$ tare, and hearing of preaching ; I was taught the 
oy : way 


4 750 


way of God more perfectly, and by the grace of God 
1 have continued in the way or by the way-lide: = 


ging in ſpite of all oppoſition ever ſin cee. 
My deſigu at preſent is not to en large upon the ma⸗ 


ny troubles | have gone through; nor the many com- 


forts that God has graciouſly conferred upon ſo un- 
worthy a creature, yet one inſtance of divine goods» 
nels ſhall not be org otten. After having teceived 
many divine bleffngs and comforts from the 
Lord ; and through unwatchfulneſs loſt them a- 
gain and again, | fell into a ſtate of reaſoning which 
ſunk me deep into the mire of deſpair, the enemy 


of Souls ſuggeſted many truths, which could not 


deny ; ſuch as theſe, that 1 had received many bleſl= 


ings from the Lord, from time, to time, and I had 


careleſſly triffled them all away. That I had made 


my requeſts known to God in my diſtreſs, and he had 


heard my crv, and again redrefled my grievances ; but 
I] was now in a poor dry, and thirſty land, and God 


was juſtly angry with me; and would never ſhew me 


the light of his heavenly countenance more, &c. But 


the enemy alſo ſuggeſted many untruths, ſuch as theſe 
that if I began to pray for any more grace or mercy, 
the Lord would ſtrike me dead, and make my condi- 
tion in hell, worſe than the vileſt. But if I did not 


pray one word, nor ever think upon God more I 


might be ſpared a little longer out of Tophet's burn- 
ing lake. Now | thought I ſhould periſh after all the 
many bleſſing, and coinforts | had had, the trouble 


that fell upon me, the horrors that ferred me, and- 
the grievous deſpair that ſurrounded me were more 


than any tongue can tell. To think of being eter- 
nally. baniſhed from the Lord, from the bleeding 
8 prince of peace, from the company of all good men, 
Saints and Angels ! to weep and groan in that place 
as for the Devil and his Each to have no 
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more reſt day nor night for ever, were thoughts that 


crouded in upon my mind, untill my burden was 


tolerable, to heavy to be borne, | crizd out O ! 


wretched man that I am who ſhall deliver thee from 
the body of this death, but whie | flood trembling 


in this deplorable condition, this gracious thought 
came into my mind + That if I n:uit periſh I would 
ee praying ; If I could ſay God be merciful to me a 


inner before dropped 1 into hell, I would, the enemy 


ſtrongly ſuggeſted that if | did, 1 ſhould drop down 


immedlately into utter ruin, from whence there 
would be no returning” "However with trembling 


Joints I fell upon my knees, fearing that the earth 


would open her mouth and let me in a> it did Corah 
and his company; but how was | aſtoniſhed ro find 
that at that moment while I cried for mercv, God 


ſpake peace, yea ſweet peace unto my troubled mind, 


ind filled my Soul with bleeding, dying love. This 
was a time never to be forgotten, O! that I. 90 
aiſe the Lord in ſome melodius ſonuet, and tell the 


People, tell the people, what thing he hath done ! 


for he has had compaſſi n on the ignorant; and-mercy 
upon the poor hell deſerving ſiuner, he hath railed up 
from the dunghill, and ſet at liberty thote who were 


faſt bound in miſery and iron, praily ve the Lord, 


for my ſorrow was again turned into rejoicing, my 


darkneſs into day, O! come taſte and ſee how good 


the Lord is, now | could walk, and run, and leap 


and leap, and praiſe God. 


After a variety of changes, both in a. and 


ee things, the Lord by his providence brought 


ut athing which I did not ſeek after, namely; 


to be a preacher of the Goſpel among the people called 


METtmronisTs. In the year 1772 the traveling prea- 


chers ſpake to me about leaving buſineſs, and devote- 


wg . wholly to travel, I told them if it was 


thought 
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thought proper for me to try Ihad no 08 but 
I ſhould wait the courſe of providence. I would not 
puſh myſelf into prieſts office, nay I did nat atk any. 
man to recommend me, out they ſpake of me to Mr. 
W ſ-y and I was appointed to travel in Ireland. 
After ſpendinga few months with Mr. Jaco in Dube 
lin, I went down intothe North of Ireland, and not- 
withſtanding I was much comforted among the people 
in preaching, and meeting the li.tle ſocieties, I Joſt 
my health apace, the Living in Ireland is fo differ- 
ent to what it is iu England. Potatoes and butter 
milk for breakfaſt. Potatoes and butter milk for din- 
uer, ſometimes a dith of bad tea in the afternoon, 
and ſometimes none; potatoes and butter milk for 
ſupper, preaching once, twice, and thrice a day be- 
fide traveling all forts of weather, and lying in damp 
beds, my couſtituticn was ſoon broke e n, fo that 
] had the ague in all its different forms, and of all the. 
different forts, 1 ſuppoſe that ever exiſtcd ſhaking 
every day, then every ſecond day, then every third 
day, then fix times a day ; aid one while regularly, 
every eighth dav, untill I was almoſt brought downto 
the Grave. However I thought as I wasin the Lord's 
work, it was of little 3 quence whether I died 
there or in ſome other place, ſo | continued to preach 
and travel, untill I could (carcely mount my horle, 
and when I was mounted, was hard ſet to ride ſeven, 
or eight miles, my head and eyes were fo oppreſſed 
with pain, that for fourteen or lixteen weeks I could. 
fcarce look upon the light, or read a chapter in the 
bible, altho I traveled and preached as uſual. ; 
After I had been there four years, during which 
time bad ruined my conſtitution, I returned to 
England, where I exp:&ed to find much comfort 
and conſolation; but the way to Zion is up the 


hill for every man who travels thither, and in parti- 
cular 
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eular for many preachers of the Goſpel, ſo I only en- 
tered upon a new ſet of trials, which has run like a 
river, ſometimes broader and ſometimes narrower | 
ever ſince, But hitherto the Lord hath helped me.? 
_ __In1777l was married, after much conſultation | * 
3 with Mr. W-ſ--y about it, for I had ſuch a regard | 
I! for him, that I would not take one ſtep ; hor lift 
il my hand to diſpleaſe him, ſol had his full con- 

ſent and approbation ; yet when I was married; he; 

and the preachers in conferrence did not chuſe to allow | ? 
me any thing for my wife to live upon, they had ſo }* 


[1 many calls for their money. Upon my return from þ * 
| from the Briſtol conference, I told her how | 
il matters ſtood; and that it was a very great burden to 
I my mind, that ſhe could not have the privilidge of 
the other preachers wives, but ſhe defired me to take | 
no notice of it, ſaying, her life had always been a 
luffering life and ſhe expected it would continue fo till | 
dcath, but ſhe replied | would have you Continue | ! 
nin the Lord's work, do not let me hinder you in | | 
[ your maſter's ſervice, if you give over traveling, the 
Il people will ſay it is long of me, and that will break Þ} * 
46 my heart; preſs forward” . | 
| We prepared for our appointed place namely New- | 
IN caſtle upon Tyne, andit ſeemed as if we were appoint= | 
i ed toſuffer hardſhips ; for as my wife had no allow- 
aaance many people looked upon me as one in diſgrace, || * 
j which they thought was the occafion of it, and he * 
9 being deſirous of living without being troubleſome to | | 
any body fat downto live at that plentiful place upon 
bread and milk, potatoes with ſalt and the like ; only || * 
| that ſhe dined out once a week, her general way of | 


| living, notwithſtanding the affliction and fickets ſhe |} * 
| laboured under being with child, was; for moſt part 

* of the time as follows. Bread and milk for break- ! 
| fait, ſung a hymn aud went to prayer, boiled a few 
ena . po ta- 
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potatoes for dinner, read a chapter, ſung a hymn and' 
went to prayer, at.night ſupped on bread and milk and. 


cloſed the day with reading, ſinging, and prayer. As 
ſhe enjoyed fo poor a ſtate of health, I defired herover 


and over with tears to provide ſomething better for 


herſelf ; but her anſwer was this; „I live as well as 


thou did in Ireland ; let me alone, I am truly happy 3 


do not want my huſband to go begging for money at 
the conference to have the dark looks of Mr. W-ſ--y, 


nor any of the preachers in connection, I would 
rather make any hard ſhift that I poſſibly could, than 


have my huſband {lighted on my account.” 
Thete and the like anſwers were what I common 
ly had from her, when I was deſiring her to provide 


Blnathlog better to Jive upon; untill ſome of the 
people began to talk about it to the S----- s and then 
ſhe had ſomething better provided a little before her 


death--- her gracious life was like her death, ſhe had 


been accuſtomed to bear thecroſs from the time ihe 


began to follow Jeſus of Nazereth ; her way was 


to ſay little, and pray much, and as ſhe uſed to ſay 
when any thing troubled her, the went into private, 


and told her heavenly father of it, and he who ſeeth 


in ſecret heard her complaints. and anſwered all 230 


petitions. 


She uſed to ſay the preachers, and preachers wives, 
ought tobe very frugal; for the money they had to 
live upon was the gift of God in a particular manner; 


and ougbt not to be thrown away or careleſſſy waſted. 
A little before her death ſhe ſeemed to be very 
ſenſible the ſhould dic w hun cver the time came that 


” | 


| and thou knows here is a time coming on when I 
ſhall have to lying, and we fhall want all the little 
money we have, and I have no way of getting any 
and 1 do not want to be troubleſome to any body; 1 


* 
„ Wen ů— 
* 


ſay Come let us ſing once more, before 1 80 hence 
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ſhe ſhould be delivered ; and {overat circumſtances 
ſeemed to- confirm the opinion, 


One evening as ſhe fat by the fire in her own room 
where another woman that was come to fee her was 


ſitting allo, the room door wa s opened by a perſon 
all in white, who ſtood looking into the room for 


ſome time; the woman who fat by the fire cried, 
„come in; come in,” but the perſon did not advance, 
the woman then ſtood up in order to go toward 


the dot to introduce the ſtranger, but the perſon 


all. in white withdrew, ſhutting the door after her, 
the woman then ſnatched up the candle which was 
then burning upon the table, and ſuddenly opened 
the door, looking out all over the lobby with the ut- 
moſt diligence, but could not find any thing living, 
man or woman. ' his ſhe thought was a token of 
her death. Another circumſtance. 
A man who was appointed for the . uſe 
to rap at our room door a little after four oclock, to 
call me up to preach at five, and one moriſing we were 
both awakened by a rapping as uſual, to which we 
both anſwered, but when | had lighted my candle 


and looked at my watch; I foundit only a little paſt 
three; and upon opening the door, could not Bod 
any body at all, this we also thought Was lome 


token of her de ath. 
When ſhe took her labour, hes cout FN to be 


as a watered garden, before the Lord. And as ſhe 


expecte dying at this time, ſhe now began to view 


the promiſed land not very far off: and this encreaſed 
her jov, fo ſhe was enabled to praiſe the Lord faying 
. «Hz hath nat been a baren wilderneſs nor dry breaſts 
to my Soul” and walking with the aſſiſt ance of 


ſome of the women up and down the toom would 


to 


— 


5. Paradiſe,” ſa they ſang a little at a time, eic 8 


ſiſtant with his glory and our ſouls 


the ſtrongeſt proofs of her confidence in God, 
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ing in God: and the Lord grante! her all that the ſa 


frequently prayed for, namely; Grace, to ſuffer with 
patience, and to finiſh well. 


She had a very lore time, and was an example 4 
ſuffering and patien e, that all admired who had an 
apportunity o ſeeing her. 

After ſhe was delivered of a ſon who was s till born, 
ſhe was expected to die immediatly: ſome who were 
preſent 'ipake of fetching me, for I was about ten 
miles out of the Town at that time, the Doctor op- 
poſed it, ſaying, *Her huſband can be of no uſe,”''ſhe 
anſwered. lt docs not ſignify much if I cannot es 


him again in this world, I ſhall fee him again at the 
laſt day, and it will ſoo be here; the Lord's will bs 

donc.“ 
me the ſorrowful tidings that my wite had got her 
| bed, the child dead, and ſhe in the utmoſt dang er. 


However Mr. S. was kind enough to bring 


When | came home | found her ſolidly filled with 
with the gracious preſence of God, . juſt waiting 'for 
her Lord to beckon her away, and ſaid to me with a 
humble heavenly look, I ſhall never iife outof this 
bed more. I anſwered if the Lord does take vou a- 
way from me, his will be done. But if it can be con- 
good ; O!] that 
he would ſpare you a little longer, But after two 
days ſtruggling with ſore affliction ſhe died. Such 


was the will of heaven, ſhe was ripe, and glory was 
ready. 


During this ſhort, but ſharp a of ies, 
her coaverſation was truly affectiug; and the gave 

and 
ſpake many things which I ſhall never forget. Such 
as, The Lord is my ſupport and ſtrength. Father 


I ſtretch my hands to thee.--- long to be with Jelus. 


0 that the Lord would cate: me, ot wed burdeny and 
'C take 


God, for greater is he that is with thee, than all 


11 


my foul away toits reſting place, come Lord Jefus = 
_ come quickly. 


+ I .atked her if he donde her Tau ad to all Pele 2 2 
for ſhe had a Mother ſeventy years of age, that was 


above a hundred miles off, who was very dear to her, 


but now ſhe anſwered, < Dead to every thing. But 


if the Lord does take me from thee, beſure thou ſpea 
comfortable to my ſiſter Betty, and tell my poor Mo- 


ther to- take care of her ſoul. I aſked her again, 


Can you leave me? ” ſhe anſwered. Ves; thou: 


wilt not be long after me. Beſure thou live near thy: 


that are againſt thee.” As the was always fond of 
anging, 1 aſked her if we thould ſing her away to 
nb if the Lord took her from my arms. 


Se anſwered with much life and pleaſure, ſaying, 


$6 Sing! Ves to be ſure, and 85 that 1 Agel 


ut Happy Soul thy days are mule. 
« All. thy mourning days below: 
Go by Angel guards attended, 
N the fight of Joins: go. 


3 Waiting to receive thy Spirit, 
© Lo! the Saviour ſtands above, 

« Shews the purchaſe of his merit, 
8 Reaches out the Crown of Love. 


1 Bivw ggle through thy lateſt paſſion, ; 
% To thy dear Redeemer's breaſt, © 
To his uttermoſt 9 
e Everlaſting reſt. 


% For the joy he ſets 1 thee, 


Bear a momentary pain, 
*Die to live a life of Glory, 
#6 Suffer with thy 1 Lord to Reign,” 


15 2. * 
When ſhe had repeated this hymn alt by art} 
with her ſoul filled with joy and rapture, hkewiſe 


many more affecting ſayings, and earneſt prayers ta 


God for a releafe from her fore bondage; the was 
obſerved to grow worſe, } was called up in the night 


to ſee her once more, before ſhe. took her laſt fare- 
well of all things here below ; I found her ſitting up 
in a dying condition, ſhe looked very wiſhfully at 


me, and jaid, O! will you give me up and let me 
go to my reſt, » Lanſwered with reſignation, ' and a 


heart filled with ſorrow, Ves my dear I do give 

you up, She ſaid, Then lay me down. we did 
ſo and ſhe never ſpoke one word more, e, 
fell aſleep in Jeſus, April 5th, 1778—,— 


Her pains and her ſorrows are ober. of 
With a heart oppreſſed with grief: 1 duties "a 


who was much more dear to me than life, whoſe 


death was like her life an ornament to E 
She died in the full triumph of faith, her evidence 
had long been very clear, and her foul folidly filled 
with God, for mauy months before her 4 loten, 


and. xccording to her deſire, the lingers went on the 
ſtreet before the Corps ſinging, T3 


Happy ſoul thy days are ended, &." 4 
While thouſands attended the Wil pen 


on with weeping eyes, erylug, O! that 1 2 but 


finiſn my courſe as well has Mrs. Moorhouſe hag 


done ; that my laſt end may but be like her's. 1 


As my dear wife had been ſo frugalin her lte as. 


to live upon. fifteen or ſixteen pence a week, for ma- 
ny weeks together, ſhe left me money. enough to 
pay off all her funeral expences which 1 . 4 
did; the phyſician who attended her, a number of 
times both before, and at her laſt ſickneſs forgave © U 


me all that he might have demanded, I then paid 


off the apothecar) myſelf, nor did any man lo much 
C2 2 | as - 
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half a guinea to one of the leader's wives, for the rent 


af the room in which my wife died; (I can mention 
that gentleman's name, and the lead-r's wife to whom 
he gave it, if you chooſe to puſh me to it.) She laid 
out about ſeven ſhillings and fix-pei:ce of the money 
on that account and did what ſhe pleatcd with the 
Temainder. ___ ws . 


I have often obſerved when the Lord begins to 


_ _ exerciſe his people, that he tries them as he did poor 


Job, with one trial after another, and ſometimes 


| when the Soul ſeems not able to bear any more 
'* than what it already groans under. So now it was 


with me. Some of my friends from whom | ex- 


pected comfort, turned to be my enemies, tho' to 


this day T never knew for what Mr. C. who had 
always been tolerably pert 3 began to be much more 


ſo, and told me one day Sir, you have not beha- 


ved, with ſufficient reſpect to me; and what do you 
know and what have you ſeen? ' Jam forrv that I 


have ſeen ſo much wickedneſs among proteſſors of 


religion, but Solomon tells us Ecels. chap, vin, ver. 


x. That he ſaw the wicked buried, (probably with 
| great pomp and ſplendor ) who had come and gone 


to the place of the Holy Courts of Judgment, and 
fine places df public worſhip, ſo in his time wicked 


men attended the moſt religious aſſemblies among 
JJ Ht 2H 
Manyotber ill-natured things he ſaid, and did ro 
me both while my dear wife was fick at her death 
and afterwards, altho 1 had been much longer in the 


Lord's work, and had ſuffered many more hardſhips 


for the cauſe of God, and religion than ever he had; 
but he was the aſſiſtant. FFV: 


That morning; a few hours after my wife wag 
FTT 
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dead, L went into that! gentleiman's room linking) 
to find, comfort in his company and converſation; he 
ſhook his head, looked black, and cried: out; I 
hope this will do you good my friend; I hope this 
will do ydu good, I was ready to drop down; to hear 
him make a ſort of triumph over me in my diſtreſs, 15 

I, wondered what ] had done either to him or any bo- | 
dy elſe, that the death of my dear partner, which | 
brovght ſo heavy an affliction upon me, ſhould bs 
matter of triumph to Mr. C. I looked upon, it cruel, © 
and hard to be borne, However: ;-I fat down, and 
with a ſilent flood of tears gave vent to my paſſion, 
recollecting that when David was driven out of Je- 
ruſalem by his own ſon Abſalom, whom he had 
brought up and nouriſhed, to encreaſehis grief, She- 
mai came out and curſed him, and caſt ſtones at him, 
and when Abaiſhai propoſed to take off his head for 
curfing the King, David ſaid. Let him alone, the 
Lord has bidden him: who can tell but the Lord will 
requite me good for his curſing this day.“ 

While I thought on thefe things, 1 was a little com- 5 
forted, and was enabled patiently to ſay, it is the Lord 
let him do what ſeemeth him good. 

The Leeds conference being about four W | 
after the death of my wife, [* thought I would go 
Ithither, and as I had a high opinion of Mr. W-ſ--y | 
aud the preachers; I fully expected to find much com -Y 
ort and conſolation in the company of ſo many reli- 
gious men, but here I met with a ſtrange diſapoint- 
nent; my heavenly father had another cup of bit- 
ers for me to drink, which was given to me by the 
2 of Mr. W-ſ--y and three or four of his fatrors 5 | 

It was a large cup well filled. 1. 
The deſi. n of the preachers meeting together in 4 
-nfcrence was not only to -thange the 'preachers z 1 
5 nd to order their temporal concerns: but to 1 , 

Ws _ 
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and ſettle grievances that might happen between any 


of the preachers ; and how far that is now practiſed, 

and whether the inſtitution is not ſtrangely corrupted, 

I ſhall ſhew in another place. Wo RUTIEN 
I told my brethren in the conference that I had had 


a very ſorrowful trying year at Newcaſtle ; that Mr. 
C. had behaved to me unkindly in my affliction, in 
many reſpects, and had upbraided me with want of re- 


ſpect. Mr. C. ftarted up and cried out © | deny the 
fact; I deny the fact And if any man wants my cha- 


racter, there is Mr. S.“ Mr S. ſtood up and with a 
diſagreeable look at me, informed the whole confer- 
ence that the Senſible people and locul preachers at 


Sunderland, ſaid it would be much for the glory of 


God if Mr. Moorhonſe deſiſted from traveling, and 


with regard to what Mr. Moorhouſe ſays concerning 


Mr. C. I beleive it to be both falſe and foundation» 
Mr. D. W. ſtood up to make his ſpeech, ſaying 


&] was down in Yarm circuit and I heard that the 
People ſaid, their Souls were worſe the day after Mr 


Moorhouſe had been at their houſes, than they were 


the day before he went.“ Mr. W-ſ--y then ſtood. 


up and pointing at me to make me look as ridiculous 
as he could, cryed out“ Well then we muſt drop 


him.“ | 5 


The foundation of this laſt charge I will explain 


as well as I can, but the other is unknown to me to 
this day. Mr. D. W. travelled in the Yarm cir- 
cuit before me, and being as was ſuppoſed near 


forty years of age, was very buſy in paying his ad- 
drefles to a young Girl of about nineteen, the people 


ſaid it was a very unequal match, and many of them 


ſaid, if he ever came into that circuit again they 


Would not hear him preach. It he could not teach 
| himſelf, how could he teach others, & c. I had Fa 
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that ſome inconveniances might at 6 teduble them 
which they did not foreſce, and Mr. D. W. had 
heard of it. I being newly come from Ireland when 
Ffirſt went into that circuit, the people near Eaſton 
aſked me many queſtions concerning that country, 
and my an{wers cauſed too much laughter. The 
good woman of the houſe, told me upon the next day, 
that her Soul was not in ſo humble a frame as it was 
the day before, Mr. D. W. had picked this up and 
two years after told it in the public conference in 
the blackeſt manner he could, as if that was the 
language of the moſt people in the Yarm circuit, 
but Mr. D. W. was married as ſoon as D-l-y was at 
e, and he has chiefly been in good circuits, where 
h. had a maid to wait upon her, while my poor wife 
fat down to her Potatoes and ſalt, without a ler» 
vant. | 
My Soul was ready to fink wh a bergen 


too Davy to be borne. To hear how the preachers 


went on, as if it had been their hour, and the pow- 
ers of darkneſs. I was opprefled with grief for the 


| boils of my dear wife, but now I Jaboured under ſuch 


a cloud of temptations that I cannot deſcribe ; and 
not one Soul gave me any comfort at that time. For 
my enemies were powerful men. How true is that 
ſaying of the wiſe man Soloman, Eccls. chap, iv, 
ver. 1. ** And behold the tears of fuch as were oppreſſed, 


and they had no comforter : and on the ide of their Us — 


preſſors there was power, but they had no comforter.”* 
tho I have heard ſince, that many of the preachers _ 
were grieved to the heart for me, but not one ſpoke 
a ſingle word. Being grieved, aſhamed, and Joſt 1 in 
thought ;. | fat down, and all ſubſided. 
At night I went home to my lodgings, but. could. 
eat no ſupper. Mrs. W--dle at whoſe houſe I 
lodged, neee me, but all in vain. 1 


Went 
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went vp fairs and wept untill my ſtrength failed me; - 
and while I wept,I reaſond thus, That I had always 


| loved religion from a youth, and el; pecially Metho- 


diſm. But I was now become a ſcandal to,it, tho I 
did not know how, nor what 1 had done to be ' dif-, 
piſed iu the public conference. I had done nothing: 


capital that I could recollect, and I had ſuffered much 


for Chriſt before I was a preacher, and now I ſuffered, 


from every quarter. 


After toſſing away another weariſome night, I. 
went with a heavy heart to hear preaching the next 
morning at five o' clock; and as it proved, to have 


muy burden increaſed. For it ſeemed as if my friends 
thought they had not inſulted me enough the day: 


before. So they took another turn at me; and 


when Mr. W- ſy had to ſpeak of any other preach- 


er, whom he deſigned to make look contemptuous uy 


the eyes of the conference, he compared him to me, 
pointing at me, ſaying, © ] pay no more regard tao 
that man than 1 do to Michael Moorhouſe. 4 


"Mr. W-L--y was the only man in the world at that 


tims. whote favour-I had long earneſtly ſought, and 


did all in my power to pleaſe him, and to meet with 
ſo much contemptuous uſage from him, at a time 


when - | was oppreſſed with ſorrow, was no ſmall 


rief. But it is through much tribulation, we muſt 


enter the kingdom of God. As to Mr. S+----8 con- 
ference tale, he did not mention any thing that I had 


done, or ip ke amiſs at Sunderland, he had no oc 
ſion to particularize, it was enough for him ta 


intimate ſome great ſomething, for he was like Na- 


aman the Syrian, „A great man with his maſter 


but he was aleper” Mr. S. is nearly allied to the 
At this conference came on a ſore debate concerning. 


one T. W--w--k, I do not begin to ſay all that 


— — might 
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11 
might be ſaid concerning his manner of life, for ſame 
bears before tuis time; how he furniſhed his hauſt 
like a gentleman, borrowed money; entered into part- 
nerſfup, diſſolved partnerſhip, borrowed money; and 
took up an annuity of a gentlewoman, and ſhe died 
the ſecond year, leaving T. W---- in quiet paſſeſ- 
ſion of the principal; yet all would not do : his 
money and credit began to be nearly upon a level, but 
as I did not know the gentleman at that time, I can 


only. lay a little of what the old preachers {aid in the 
public confe rence. who were per ſonally 5 acquainted 


with him. 


＋ 


This man being one of Mr. W---y's. favourites, 
had got the notion of being a travelling reacher; and 


Mr. W---y propoſed him to t.avel' as, a fingle 
man and bring no burden upon the ſocieties 3 that 
Mrs. -W---- would ſtay at home, aud: by her 


| buſineſs, ſhe would maintain herſelf and her two 


children. Mr. M--- ſtood up and taid ? That is not 


Hkely. And will it not be a {candal for us to take 
a woman's huſband from her, and not to allow her 
ſomething to help to keep the children; and 
Sur ſocieties are already burdened, and other old 


preachers wives and children are in want, what 
muſt we do?“ Many more of the old preachers 


fo d up, and ſupported Mr. M-h-r's. ſpeech, op- 


bs poſing all that even Mr. W---y could ſay, with 


becoming fortitude, declaring they thought ſuch 
a man unworthy of a place among the preachers of 
the goſpel ; that his c -ndu& had been |blame4ble 7 
his religion itſelf doubeful; his call of God to be a 


travelling preacher doubt ful alſo; but that he want- 


ed to get into tne prieſt's office for a piece of bread + || 
there was no room to doubt. By fuch like a gumeuts, 
the old preachers withſtood :Mr. W---y fo: power 
fully, that he was obl ged to drop it for tha ine; 


he was not appointed for any ciccuit that conte ede 
— — — 5 bu 
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Hut he ſent him out into a circuit a few weeks after, 
over the heads of all them with whom he pretended 
to advice. Two years after this, Mr. W------'s 
ſon was propoſed for Kingſwood ſchool : Mr. 
M h- r ſtood up, and ſaid to Mr W-—y, Sir, did 
you not tell us T. W---- would travel as a ſingle 
man, has ſingle men children to ſend tq Kingſwood 
ſchool! ? Mr. WN cried out, That was the bar- 
gain; T. W----'s fon was to to Kingſwood 
1chool, but his wife was not to = any thing.“ 
Mr. W---- ſtood up and ſaid, It is probał le 
my wife will never aſk you for any thing ſo long 
as ſhe lives.” Three years after, Mrs. W----- quits 
her buſineſs, ſets of with her huſband, has her name in 
the minutes of the conference for proviſion from the 
circuits, and affects to have been a fine gentlewoman. 
Mr. W---y can find a good houſe ready furniſhed 
for her to live in, where the ſocieties can keep a ſer- 
vant to follow the miſtreſs with her great coat and 
umbrella, in caſe it ſhould rain when ſheis on a viſit, 
This would have made a ſtrange appearance thirty 
a years ago ! to have ſeen a methodiſt- preacher's wife 
covered with a great- coat. and a great bonnet covered 
with an umbrella; and another preacher's wife, 
vho came into the connection in a far more honour- 
able way, ſits down to dine upon potatoes, 
Here I relate the naked truth, without any farther 
comment; for I cannot reconcile this practice to 
the Rev. Mr. W---y'spreaching and writing, but 
more of this hereafter. 
But to return to the conference, where this gen- 
tleman was firſt propoſed as a travelling preacher. 
I was appointed 2 or the Leiceſter circuit, but when 


the conference broke up, I had wept until 1 could 
Hardly ſpeak to be heard; and when I came bee 
my own, and my wite's relations, 1· ny encreaſed 


ny 
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| flow; for 1 thought ſore ſtrange reports muſt have 
been circulated, concerning my wickedneſs; and 1 
had not heard of | it, nor did | know. what. I had done 


d as I was; 3 . 5 
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my grief ; when they got. about me weepi arid _ 
would not be comforted, becauſe the: Lord Rin 


one out of the family, and ſhe was not. 


A few weeks after | had got to my Seni; a/ 
box came to hand; and there was interlined u pon the 


direction, ** Men you way,“ this I looked upon 


as a piece of freſh ſlander, that every body who ſhould 
look upon the direction of my box, any where in the 
road between Newcaſtle upon Tyne and Caſtle· Don 
nington in Leiceſterſhire, which is one hundre 
and fifty miles, might ſee the owner: had done 


ſomething capital amiſs, and when it came where 1 
was known, the people would naturally think I was 


in diſgrace : ſome great man muſt have done this 


no common man could have had a front for ſo dirty 


an action. 


By this time J could ſolows look. any betly-in the 


to make ſuch an uproar at- the conference; and thata 


blot muſt be fixed upon my box alſo; but I ſee thers 
is a time for the great fiſhes to-devour the little ones. 


However, I went on mourning and preaching as 


well as | could; the people pitied me, and often 
mourned over me, for they ſaw that my grief was 


great. God was > among pleaſed to make my poor 
preaching a bleſſing to many, and the Lord was 


0 pleaſed to water my own ſoul alſo. But I wall haſten 75 
away to the London-conference held in 1 


And here Mr. W---y and his adviſers LA de- 


5 5 termined to finiſh me out; and never ſpeak one word p 
to me, nor about me; for although my wife, who - 
had as good a character as moſt women in the coun- 


otatoes and ſalt, and I flander- 
W. was got into the: prieff's 


try, muſt fat down to 
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office jult upon my wife's death, and my diforace: 1 


and now here was a broken fariner' who could no 
longer get bread, one S. D. a mighty man with Mr. 
W. y, and he muſt be taken into the connection as. 
S travelling preacher, for bread for himfelf, a n 
Amid a young family 


read, that they may judge. 


a travelling preacher : Thirdly, but finding a woman 
with about ſeven hundred pounds to her fortune, his 
call of God to be a travelling preacher was out ; his 
father gave him about three hundred pounds more, 
and he Fourthly; ſet up farming.,Fifthly, in about ten 
years he had farmed it all away, and fome hundreds 
more to it; ſa now, Sixthly, his call to be a travel- 
ling preacher returned, 4 having Mr. W. on 


now ſee how he prepared himſelf. 
Firſt, Being about two hundred pounds in 
were driven off to ſome convenient place, while Mr. 


lord at B--1--1 to patch up the matter up for Mr. D. 


D. ſet up in any kind of buſineſs, the landlord was 
to have his two hundred pounds. 

after taken into the prieſt's office tor bread for him- 
his two hundred pounds ! :you may all ſay what 


man. . ü Secondly, 


Now will lay this affair down b before all who may ; 


Firſt, when he was young, he loved caſe and pleas 
ture; which are natural: Secondly, he commenced: 


bis ſide to ſupport, and bring him into the connec- 
tion; he prepared himſelf to travel, and we will 
debt to his landlord, he left the country ; his cattle | 
T. a man of conſiderable property, went to the land- 
| ſomehow ; and he did not act a dull part, for the 


matter was ſettled nearly thus, that if D. really had no 
money, the landlord could get none, but it ever 8. 


Mr. T. having ſettled the matter thus. returned in . 5 
full triumph. Mr. D. recalled from baniſhment, ſoon 
ſelf and family, the landlord is ſwindled out of 


you pleaſe, but 1 think Mrs T. is a keen ſenſible 
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S * another ſtep, preparatory ob. 
travelling: he oed about ane, hundred, and ſeventy, . 
pounds to a gentleman. at Collumpton ; and fo, &. =. 
went and paid ninety pounds aud. produces the tol, 
lowing receipt; I think I can, remember the maſt of 
it word by word, for I ſaw it with my own eyes, 
and likewiſe read. "EPR e el] 
| acknowledge the receiving. * three notes 
% amounting to ninety pounds, in part. of payme ment 
for one hundred and ſeveuty pounds; and, * 

1. acknowledge for ale WARS: Ab 8.7 . 6 ca 
81 pay me dr reſt. ; 


* 


* 
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Rei thus reed for 2 preacher, Mr. W. 
recommended him as a fit man to travel and preach * 
the goſpel; but the old preachers. totally tet him 


aſide as a man out of the way of becoming a de 


velling preacner, that it would be a ſcandal to 


— 


methoditm to take ſuch a man into the connection. 5 
However, Mr. W----- went dawn into. Cornwall : 


about three wecks after, and ſent. off Mr. D. for a 
travelling preacher, AR: alſo made proviſion in the 


circuit for his wife and, family, Hete I coule not 


but be ſtruck with Mr. W-. Is conduct, for. 1 was 


with him: L ſaw, that while one preacher” s wife had 


bardly the comforts of life; yet Mr.“ W. s far 


vourites muſt have all they want, though, all the old . 
preachers in the conference, declare they are not fit 


to be taken into the connection; but more of this 
in another place. 


Mr. D. ſet off in fall g triumph, and 58 — 


after Mr. J---s died, leaving a widow, with one 


daughter, and ſhe made application to Mr. D. far 


ſome money, but he produced his agquitance, he is 


not able to pay, the muſt looſe her mouey. She then 
made application to lomebody, who laid the caſe be- 
| fore At 
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fore the conference at London, 1 785. But I was told 


that a great man, whoſe name I am afhamed to men- 


tion, ſtood up, and faid, if ſhe ſue D-y for the 


money I will put in appearance myſelf; D-y can- 


not pay, he is not able, I leave this as J find it. 
Again I went to Briſtol conference, in 1780 with 
a long letter in my pocket for the Revd. Mr, W 
and another for Mr. —, of Newcaftle upon Tyne, 


who had been very buſy in ſtandering me, and I had 


ſome reaſons to think, ſlandered my poor box alſo. 
Theſe two letters gave huge offence to Mr. W----- 


and ſome of his flatterers, for Mr. J. B------ |} 


came to me, and ſaid, Have you a copy of that 


manuſcript you have given Mr. W-ſ--y?” I an- 


ſwered, yes; he cried out, If I had known that 
you had had a copy of that peice I would have men- 
_ tioned it in the public conferenee againſt your cha- 
racter.“ I anſwered, fir ; you may go now, it is not 


too late; the conference is ſtill ſitting, and I will | 


go with you, and fay all you can againſt my cha- 
racter, he cried, 1 inſiſt upon it being deſtroyed,” 
I anſwered, I will not deſtrey it. Liſten ye honeſt 
men, who are not acquainted with conference- logic: 
Firſt God took away my dear wife, and drenched 
me deep in ſorrow: Secondly, I had been unjuſtly 


abuſed in the public conference by Mr. W---y and 


his flatterers: Third, that ſame conference, T. 
W. was taken into the prieſts office, for bread. 
The next year, S. D-- the broken farmer with a 
wife, anda family, for a maintainanee out of the 
collections of poor honeſt. hard working people. 
Fourth, when 1 had wrote down a fair account of 
their proceedings, Mr. B--d--d threatened to ex- 
poſe me tobe blacken'd again in the public conference. 
Are theſe the men who will riſe at five o' clock and 
preach perfection > pray God be gracious to our 


Souls! 
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Souls! we may preach perfection to others, untill 


our eyes fly out, and be damned by hundreds, if 


| we have no more religion than this. 


If the Lord ſhould take away Mr. B--d--d's wife 
and child, as he did mine, and the preachers fall 
upon him and abuſe him, as they did me, how 
would he like it? if they could teach him no more 
religion, they might teach him more ſenſe, and 


good manners. 


At this ſame gonference came on a long diſpute 
about S. D. The old preachers told Mr W- 
that it was totally wrong of him to take ſuch men 


into the connection, they came in for nothing but 
a livelihood, and they thought he would bring ſome 
public ſcandal upon the methodiſts before he would 


deſiſt &c. &c. but S. D. had been well recom- 
mended by Mr. and Mrs. —, Mr. W----'s favou- 
rites, and he has been continued in the prieſts office 
ever ſince, for bread for himſelf, a wife, and fix or 


ſeven Children. 


Some people may think T muſt be miſtaken about 


8. D-y, but I am not miſtaken ; in the debate, I 
obſerved the old preachers, who oppoſed him moſt, 
were quite ſhort of information, and if I ſtood up to 
ſpeak, ſomebody always laboured to ſtop my mouth. 
So I went to my lodgings, and wrote down all that 
] have faid, concerning the method of his 2 


the farm, driving of the cattle, the method made uſe 


of by Mr. T. whereby he ſharped the Jandlord out 
of the two hundred pounds &c. &c. This letter 1 
gave to Mr. M- En, and the next morning, Mr. 


W---y read my letter over in the public conference, 


Mr. D. and Mr. T. being both "preſent, did not 


object to any one article that | had wrote. How 


will they fet a face to deny it now?? 7 
This year 1 was appointed to travel in Leiceſter- 


* 


(ED 


hire, where, I was, not well vſed by one of the prea: 
chers, but when ſome of the people told him they were 
ſorry that he had, uſed-mg ſo, he anſwered, ** Mr. 
Moorhouſe has been troubleſome ; Mr, W-ſ--y does 
not like him, and he will be turned out of the con- 
nection,“ ſo he could inſult me, without fear of of- 
PP. v a a ls 
|: was married. a ſecond time, 178 1. for which 1 
do, and I hope I always ſhall blefs God; he has 
been good and gracious to me all my life long, even 
to the preſent day; and as complaints continued to 
girculate at every. conference, concerning the want 
of money, for the eucreaſing calls of preachers wives 
and children; J thought my Wife ſhould be no 
burden this year, ſo ſhe continued in her mantua- 
making buſineſs, near Leiceſter, and as I was in 
the Northampton circuit, | wept to ſee her as often 
YO OO RET  oos cor 
About July 1782, I took the opportunity of going 
down to Leiceſter when the Rev. Mr. W-1--y was 
there, that I might have the pleaſure of accompany- 
ipg him up to. Northampton 3. for there was 10 
man's company that I eſteemed like his; but it has 
often been the caſe with me, when J propoſed ſome 
great happineſs to myſelf, as great 2 diſappointment 
fell upon me: fo before I had rode halt a mile, in 
company with Mr. B. and Mr. R. the two preachers 
who accompany Mr. W-\--y, one of them began to 
inſult .me, and notwithſtanding the ground of the 
iuſult was foundationleſs, ..and every word he ſaid 
upon the ſubje& was falſe, yet Mr. B. continued to 
inſult me for miles. When we got to Welford, we. 
- Nopt to bait our horſes; and what with the heat of 
the day, aud grief of, mind, to think that there was 
no end of inſult, from firſt one flattering ſcycophant, 
and then another; I could neither eat nor drink; 


[ 


of | | 4. 


*rue he was Sorry to hear me reap up old 
| E e things.” = 


e 
1 laid me down upon the hay in the ſtable, and: wept, 


till | could weep no longer: many words. paſſod ber 


tween me and Mr. B. which drop. However on 
our way from thence to Northampton, theſe two 
gentlemen, defired me to tell them what grieved me z 


and- if any thing was wrong, they promiſed they 
would do all in their power to comfort me, Mr. R. 
aſked me if my wife was with child, and if ſhe 
would come before her time? (obſerve we had been 


married ſeven months. Aud the good man intunats 
ed to me, it that was the cate, that he and Mr. B. 
would both of them ſpeak to Mr. W. for _ 
aud make matters as ealy as they could. 

I told them my wife was not with child at all 
that I wanted none of their hel „that whenever! 


began to defend myſelf J would make my cauſe 


ſtand by it telf, 1 would aſk none of their aſiſtanee 3 


and 1. have not forgotten that taying yet, 


ei rely; 


« On lirxael's God be built the ey ;" 


I told thele two gentlemen that | Lad often been 
upon the point of publiſhing an account of the uſage s 
J had met with from Methodiſt preachers, and if I 
met with much more ſuch like uſage, I would maße 
ſome great men aſhamed of theinſelves. 1 FG 


many things which were not eaſy to be borue; fro 


many towring profeſſors of religion; and for the 
fake of thoſe Souls whom Chriſt porchaſed with his 
own blood, I had hitherto borne with it, and put P 


all in ſilence. But if there was not a change amo 
ſome men, I did not think it my duty to be ſileiſt 


much longer. Mr. B. ex claimed, Brother wo 5 


houſe ; I hope you would not. reap. up old things 
Obſerve, Mr. B. reaped up an old thing that was'\nqf 


true; and he Knew it was not true before he reaped. 


it up, but when | reaped up an ol! thing that was 
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things“ Mr. R. cried out“ Brother Moorhouſe ; I 
find you give way to temptation, you do no good, 

nor get no good,” the good man promiſed me he 
would give me all the comfort he could. Now it 
is come, how ſweet it is. 

As our circuit went within fifty miles of Lon- 
don, I thought I would go to the conference; once 
more. When I pot there | met with Mr. B-d-d, 

poor man, he was juft at his wit's end to F985 


what to do with me; for he cried oute | am afraid 


you will hurt the peoples Souls where you lodge; 
1 do not know where to ſend you; however * 


much heſitation, and abundance 3 ſpiteful lan— 


guage, ſuch as | had heard plenty of before, he ſent 
me to Mr. W---n's, may the Lord rain down his 


choiceſt bleſſings upon that family, they have been 
a comfort to me, many a time ſince. 


According to the cuſtom of the conference Mr. 


— ſtood up and aſked Has any body ought againſt 


Michael Myorhoulc?”” No preacher then preſent had 
any thing capital a -ainſt me, but for want of great- 
Er crimes, Mr. W---t informed the conference, 
that many people ſaid j had a bad voice, and Mr. 
V---y ſtood up, and ſaid, “ ] was down. in the 
Northampton circuit, and 1 heard at one place that 


Mr. Moorhouſe nat been talk: ng to ſome young 
women, and made them laugh.” But he ſaid he ho- 
ped I thould take warning, and do ſo no more. One 


«qr two of the old preachers fell upon thoſe two ſhal- 
Tow gentlemen, and made them both fit down a- 
Hamed, to think that they ſhould bring ſuch poor 
traſh as that to a public conference, and lay it down 


againſt my character. But Mr. W----y role up 


with a degree of ſpirit, that did honour to his cauſe, 
and cried out, But | have ſomething againſt him; 
for as we came up from Leiceſter the other day, 
3 iii eee x and 
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when a mau was admitted into the connection of 


1 
and ſtopped at Welford to bait our charts Michael 
ar would not go into the houſe 1 us 3 
he preferred the company of the horſes in the ſtable 


before ours; and that---that---I know not what to 
call---that diabolical letter he wrote B. 8,“ it is pro- 


bable a copy of That. --that-—I know. not what 


to cell that diabolical letter” may make its appear- 
ance in iome future edition, and let the public ſee if 
they can find a name for it, for it is beyond the 
judgment ot the wifeſt man at the public confer- 
ence, to tell what to call it. 

This | call conference logic; and am forry that 
] ſhall have to Jay ſomething more about it by and. 
bv. Bu take a ſhort view. of this. Firſt, on my 


way from Leiceſter to Weltord, two gentlemen 
preachers inſulted me, and grieved me, unt ill ] could- 
neither eat nor drink. About a fortnight atter I went 
to the conference. And ſecond, I. B-d:-d fell upon, 
me, he did not know where to fend me to lodge. 


This. the two gentlemen have mentioned, broug ht 


their complaints. And fourth, the Rev. Mr. W. 
crowned all by laying, that I preferred,the company 


of the horſes in the ſtable before * This was 


like the reſt of the logic I had met with. I was op- 
preſſed beyond meature, and imply ſought a pri- 
vate place where ] might power out my Soul to God 


in ſighs and tears, and the Rev. Mr. W---y flag- 
dered me in the public conference for ſo doing. 
Having had as much ill uſage as. was ſaf-- 


| ficient, | left the place two days before the reſt of 


the preachers, and this occafioned another ſquable; 
the Rev. Mr. W---y declared he would turn me out 


of the connection for it. But one or two CG. 


for me, ſo] was not turned out at that time. I. 
ſhall make one or two remarks here. And firſt ; 


E TIL methodiſt 


e I 8 7 
methodiſt preachers twenty years ago there was 
fome regard had to his call, from God to the work 
of the miniſtry ; but now his call to the miniſtiy 
can eafily be diſpenſed with, and if he does not pleate 
the governor of the conference, both he, and all his 
fatterers may inſult him wherever they meet 

him; and if they can find nothing in his conduct 
| that may have ſome colour of reaſon to turn him 
Gut of the connection; turn him out for that dam—- 
nable fin of leaving the conference two davs before 
the reſt of the preachers ; what would the Rev. Mr. 
W---y do ? what would he be at? Iam ſo aſhim- 
ed of the above, that I will leave it fot the preſent, 
and Jay open another ſcene. 3 
It had been matter of great concern, at many 
preceeding conferences; how the preaching houſes 
mould be ſecured to the methodiſts intereſt; ſo that 
the preachers ſhould not be under the power of 
any truſtees. For it was obſerved, that many inde- 
pendent preachers were in the power of the truſteees; 
and if they walked ever fo diſorderly, the preacher 
was afraid of reproving them, leaſt they th: uld take 
offence ; and turn him out of Eis place, and he, his 
wife, and children come to want; ſo this was an 
inlet to ungodlineſs, and the downful of religion; for 
the preacher could not reprove them, upon whom, 
he, and his family entirely depended for their whole 
and ſole ſubſiſtence. And at one Leeds conference 
there was liberty given ſeveralafternoons, for all who 
ever chooſe to come, to be preſent ; accordingly the 
: as Agar was filled as full as it well could 
be: and a gentleman fitting in the midft. of the 
audience lectured upon the downfall of the diffenters 
in general; and the impoſſibility of their riſing 
again, for a long time together; the foundation of 
Ins arguments ran thus, The Church of: England 
inet. 8 es e =Y 
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is 8 Gallen ehureh: but they have the ward of Ge 
read among them; therefore the MAY My 8 
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The Diſſenters are a fallen people: they have not.the 
Word of God read among them; therefore they _ 
can never rife.” Add to this, that the preacher is 
afraid of reproving any of the ſubſcribing members, 
and the congregations in a pitiful condition. How 


much truth there is contained in the abovg, I do not 


take upon me to fay, But, 
To preyeut thoſe evils ; it was thought adviſable, 
to form a plan, that the preachers themſelyes ſhould 
be the whole and ſole truſtees, for all the preaching- 
houſes that were then ſettled upon, what was called, 
the conferencs-plan. After mych copiultation and 
advice; it was determined at Briſtol conference, 
1783, that the Rev. Mr. W---y ſhould draw up a 
deed which ſhould give a legal ſpecification toYhe 
phraſe © The conference of the people called Me- 
thodiſts“ accordingly in February 1784, the deed 
mad: its appearance, but it was as contrary to what 
was expected, as any thing in the world could be; 
and as contrary to the old plan which had long been 
ſettled among the preachers, for carrying on the 
work of God after the Rev. Mr. W---'s death, as it 
Was repugnant to juſtice, honeſty, and truth; but 
who contrived that deed I know not. The old plan 
referred to, had given general ſatisfaction to both 
preachers and hearers ; was printed in the Rev. Mr. 
Weſley's Works, vol. xv. page 348, 349, and again 
in 1780, in the large minutes, and ſold publickly 
throughout the three kingdoms. 
The old plan runs thus, „On notice of my death 
let all the preachers in Britain and Ireland repair 
„ to London in fix weeks; let them ſeek God by 


* 


* 


A 


agreement to bg ſigned by thoſe who chuſe to act 


8 


faſting and prayer z let them draw. up articles of 


Kn, 
& in conſort; let thoſe who do not chuſe it be dif. 
& miſled in the moſt friendly manner poſſible. Let 

« them chuſe by votes a committee of three, five 
or ſeven, one of them to be Moderator, Let this 
% committee propoſe preachers to be tried and ad- 
“ mitted, or excluded: fix the time of the enſuing 
0 conference, &c.” This plan was looked upon as 
4 means under God to cement the preachers ſo 
cloſely one to another, that the union would-be per- 
petual: but when the new deed made its appearance, 
it had contradicted it, and ſet aſide all that ever had 
been wrote and publiſhed for many years together, 
And as I have a copy of the deed* which was then 
_* enrolled in his Majeſty's high court of Chancery,” 

by me, I cannot be miſtaken, 5 
"Ker the preamble which contains an explanation 

of the deſign; the author mentions a hundred 
preachers names, of his own chuſing, who are to have 


the powers and priviledges therein mentioned, and x 


that theſe hundred have power over the reſt ot the 
' preachers, to put in, and put out,“ ſor any cauſe ”* | 
that they may think fit or neceſlary, and not only ſo, | 
bur forty of theſe members being met together can 
do any buſineſs; nay, whatſoever is done by a ma- 
jority of forty Shall be had, taken, and be the 
act of the . conference to all intents, purpoſes, 
and conſtructions whatſoever. Second article, C han. 
os.” 
Again, whitever number ſoever meets at any 
of the yearly conferences, a majority of thoſe mem- 
bers can do all the buſineſs. But the others, if any | 
are permitted to be preſent, have no voice, negative 
nor poſitive. But. it there are only forty, a majority 
of that forty has power to turn a member, or any” 
other preacher out of the connection. For any 


cauſe which to the konte rene may ſeem fit or 
5 neceſ- 


ee —_— %T 6 
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«. neceffary ; and every member of the conference 
« ſo expelled and put out ſhall ceaſe to be a member 
* thereof to all intents and purpoſes, as though 
„ he was naturally dead, and the conference im- 


„ mediately after the expulfion of any member 


60 thereof as aforeſaid, ſhall ele&t another perſon to 


be a member of he conference. inſtead of ſuch 


member ſo expelled.” Article eighth, Chan. Deeds 


And again. 


«+ The conference thall and may dif] pence with or 
conſent to the abſence of any member, from any 
ce of the ſaid yearly aſſemblies, for any cauſe which 


3 


40 


* the conference may fee fit or neceſſary. Article | 
« ſeventn, Chan. Deed. 


No if any man who underſtands the general end 


3 of the preachers meeting together once a year in cone © 
| ference, and conſider over the above quotations, he 
may eaſily ſee this new deed is fully fraught with 


injuſtice, partiality, oppreſſion, and abuſe. And how 
any man, or company of men, profeſſing godlineſs, 
preaching up bolineſs, and recommending. poot loſt 
ſinners to the all {utficient Saviour, could do ſuch 


a thing, I think would puzzle the oldeſt man upon 55 
eart li. : | 


Firſt, thoſe lelect hundred has power over all 
the preaching houſes that have been, or may be 


lettled upon the conference plan: and then they 


chooſe out the beſt of the circuits for themſelves, and 
ſtation the other pieachers to» fill up vacancies. And | 


if a preacher thinks himſelf ill uſed, and begins to re- 
mouſtrate the caſe with the members, he mult ſay 
little, tor they have power to expell him for © any 
7 cauſe that the conference may fee fit or neceſ= 
fary” without any regard to his age, honeſty, a mi- 


niſter of Chriſt, an ambaſſador of God. &c. &c. 
they Cal diſpence with all, and turn hom ut with 
| contempt, 


t 3 3 
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contempt, ſhöft of mie hey, and degrade him t rowgh- 
out the three kingdoms, and threaten to ruin him, 


and his family with' “ Law in caſe he makes any 


reſiſtance. Again. 

By the old plan if any complaint was lodged a- 
gainſt a brother preacher, he was heard in confer- 

ence, and every man had a right to ſpeak his ſenti- 

ments, Concerning the preacher fo arraigned. By 

the new deed, if he has a miſunderſtanding with one 


of the members, he is tried by his enemies, and 


iends there who are members, how will that be? 
they muſt liſten to what the preſident, and a few 
leading. members ſay, for they muſt remember, they 
themſelves ſtand upon ſlippery ground. They lied 
| be turned out ** for ary cauſe which the conference 
* ſee fit or neceſſary. Again. 


Ss ey will foon decide upon him. But if he has any 
Fi 


y the old plan if any preacher could not ſigu the 


agreement, which was to be entered into, akrer the 


Rev. Mr. W---y's death, he was to be diſmiſſed in 


the moſt friendly manner. By the new deed we are 
diſm fled, a hundred miles off, unheard, with con- | 


tempt, and then degraded. _ 
But what makes this new plan more ian 


1s, by the old plan all the preachers were to meet 


together fix wecks after the Rev. Mr. W --y's 
death, and Chule by vote, a committee of three, 
five, or leven, one of them to be moderator.” But 


the new deed has uſurped the authority over all 


the above propoſitions, and has choſen a hundred 


preachers, to govern the other hundred in an arbi- 
trary manner, without ever aſking their conſent, is 


not this injuſtice and oppreſſion ? 


But what makes this new deed more unaccount. 


able and unreaſonable ſtill is, many of the old 


Preachers © are left our, aud many young unexpe- 
rienced 
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| ought againſt auy of the n let him | 
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heat and burden of the day, Well may the citizens 


of London cali ir the deed of darkneſs, being hatched 


in the deep of winter, and in the deepeſt ſecreſy ; it 
appears to me qne of thoſe ſeven abpniinations the 
lord hateth, *©* Sowing diſcord among brethren.” 
And when the people comes to know that their old 
favourite preachers whom God made a bleſſing tg 
their ſouls, are now made ſervants to a number of 


young unexperieaced men, by a deed which coſt 
about two hundred pounds; and that theſe young 
men have to aſſiſt at a conference to ** expel”? an old 


preacher,. may be more honourable than ſome of 


themſelves, for any can/e which to the conference. 


may teem fit or neceflary,” it may make a change in 
the face of thipgs. But again, with regard to lending. 


of diſpeniations. is an ther amazing ſtretch of confef- 
_ ence power; ſo if a man, not being a member, have 
a complaint to lay before his brethren that is not 


like to pleaſe the conference, firſt, he muſt not go 
without leave; tecondly, if he gets leave, it is very; 


| likely he may be over mouthed, and ſent off with. 


more ſorrow, and grief of heart than when he went; 

and then the conference can write him a diſpenſa- 
tion that he muſt ſtay away from the next, and the 
next, and the next conference, The circuit muſt 


, tas 
God bleſs the poor old preachers, and raiſe them 


up ſome friends to comfort them in their forrowful 


pilgrimage, tor this deed has opt hed a wide door for 


oppreſſion and abuſe. And in order to ſhow this, I 


will conſider myſelf at a conference, and here þ ſee 
a number of young and old pieacher gathered toge= 
ther and it i opened with, “ It any man has 
Peak; 
un 
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dow is the time, but let it be done in love.“ The | 
home then aſked, ' ** Has any body aught againft |! 


rother S.?“ Mr. B. replied, I have heard ſome diſa- 
greeable things of him, but as he is not here, I ſhall 


not mention them. Again: Has any body aught 
againſt brother O? Mr. C. replied, Sir, I have 


many things to lay to his charge, but as he is not 
here 1 hall drop them. Again: Has any body 
zught againſt brother W.?“ Mr. C. replied, Sir, 


F was down in that circuit, and the people told me f 


fuch wag ; I will juſt mention them, if they are 


nection before the year was out. Again: Has 
any body aught againſt brother G?“ Mr. R. re- 


plied, Sir, as ] came through his circuit to this 


conference, I heard ſome things that I was ſorry 


d 0 hear, but think I will not mention them, I hope 
nt, 
. My heart fills up with ſorrow while J write ! 
Let me pour out my ſoul to God that he may bear 
his arm for the diſplay of his glory, the good of his 
church, and the downfall of fin and Satan's king- 
dom; and I will open another ſcene, | 
There came on a critical caſe, a man'who was not 
liked by a few leading members of the conference, 
and they wanted to get him out of the connection, 
though they could find nothing in him worthy of 
death, or of bonds; however, one aſked, What ſhall 
we do with Mr. Me- N?!“ Mr. M--r anſwered, 
dend him to a circuit where you know he will not 
| 3» 3 and let him go there or no whither. &c. &c.“ 


his converſation commonly takes up more time 
than] chuſe to mention} ono 


| Now this is the way the preachers are examined 
one by one,” but if a plain honeſt man ſhould be 
e ES 5 permitted 


ot true, he may clear himſelf as he is here. N. B. 
theſe things were two years old, Brother W. 
thought himſelf dirtily ſlandered, and left the con- 
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ie | permitted to be preſent to hear this examinatiof. 
ſt © one by one,” would he not think that low 
the old preachers were ſlandered one by one?“ and 
[1 that in the moſt unchriſtian manner that could well 
tf be invented, ſo that by-ſtanders could not tell whes 
'© | ther theſe preachers were guilty of murder, adultery, 
|} drunkennets, lying, theft, or “a bad voice;” while 
the accuſations runs in ſuch undetermined language 
as this; I think he is not fit for a travelling preach» 
er, but it is nothing to me. I was ſorry to hear the 
people ſay what they did ſay; but I ſhall fay no- 
thing. I ſhould not be willing to travel with # 
man of his character; according to the reports that 
I have heard of him: &c. &c. ? 1 
Now if a plain honeſt man who underſtood true 
religion only; and was not acquainted with this 
ſort of logic, which was practiſed yearly, at every 
cou fereſice that ever | was at, what would he think? 
would he not ſtand confounded ? while he ſtands 
thus confounded, he may hear one ſay to the preſi- 
dent, „dir; this ſort of practice will never do, I 
am aſhamed to hear the diſtant preachers flandered 
thus who are not here to anſwer for themſelves z we 
ſhall be all confuſion ; what ſhall we do? Many of 
the preachers whoſe characters are thus impeached 
in this public conference, are now one, two, and 
| ſome of them three hundred miles off; I am ſorryʒ 
* to hear it.” But the prefident may be heard to cry 
out; No; whatſoever is ſaid in this conference 
muſt not be mentioned again it muſt never go out at 
3 that door.” Mr. P. replied, ** Sir, I think there 
Iſmhould be nothing ſaid in this conference by me- 
| thodiſt preachers, but what might be ſpoken out of 
doors in the ſtreet, 3 = WE KID 
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After theſe young men have brought, and heard 
| the reports that have been brought, or ſent to the 
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ferences, they give their judgment concerning ths 

old abſent preachers, who has been flandered ; per- 

haps at many conferences before this. They tht 

| | ry to conſider how the preachers are to be ſta- | 
ned the enſuing year, theſe young men who are 


ſuit their own conveniencies in the beſt of the 
eircuits; ſo far as they can. But in general every 


eircuit muſt have one of theſe choſen members to 


ſpeak well of the deed, and to filence the murmur— 


ings of any preacher Who has been ill uted ; they 


ftop his mouth by telling him if he does not like, he 


1 fay when they have ſtationed themſelves, as 


wel! as they can, and filled up the vacancies with 


the old preachers, they then proceed to conſider 


what money muſt be given to ſuch, and ſuch pre ch- 
ers wives, and children, Likewiſe the preachers 
widows, and whoſe children muſt be admitted in'o | 
Kingſwood ſchool, and how much money muſt be 
given to ſuch, and ſuch a preacher, to aſſiſt him to 
carry his wife in a coach to his new circuit; and 
how much money muſt be given to any member of 
the conference to ride himſelf in the coach, then 
| how many of the old preachers names are to be pub- 
liſhed in the magazines, as * defiſting ” ſrom tra» | 
velling, who have offended ſome of the heads of the 


conference, Who have power * to expel and put 


708 may leave the connection: but they remember 
to tell him, 60 If you do leave, go away quiet iy ; 
do not hurt the work; if it ſuits you and your 
Wife, you may go home, there is a young man will 
ſupply your place, &c. &. 


out, for any cauſe which to the conference may 


fee fit or neceſſary 5” then they conſider who are 
to be taken in upon trial, to fill up the places of the 
ys — p [opal 
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expelled preachers; &c. &c. All this is done by & 
ſele& number of preachers; many of whom are 
young unexperienced men, who knows nothing of 


| the feelings of a father; no more than of the widow, 
and the old faithful miniſters of God are their ſers 


* 


vants, and muſt ſubmit to all that theſe honourable 


members do at the conference; for whatever 18 


done by a majority of the conference, more or lefs 


in number; down to a majority of forty, ** Shall be 
had, taken, and be the act of the whole conference 
to all intents, purpoſes, and conſtructions whatſos 


ever. Art. 2, Chan. Deed,” There is no remedy, but 
« If jt ſuits you and your wife you may go home.“ 


With ſorrow of heart I write the account, but I paſs 
bon as I have done ſcores of times before now with T 
heart full of grief, and a foul oppreſſed with ſorrow $ 


to relate, that by the old plan; if a preacher, his 
wife, or children wanted any thing, and the mana- 
gers did not attend to ſupply their wants out of the 

publick ſtock; he had a right to bring his caſe and 


lay it before his brethren at the conference: but 
the new deed has cut off as a branch that is withers 
ed, and the conference may give him any thing or 


FX 


deen and tell him, ** If he dves not like, to go 
home; but to go away quietly, and not to hurt the 


work, Apathy ĩðͤ 7s 1 
The old plan was deſigned ta unite the preachers 
together after the Rev. Mr. W.. -y's death, and it 
was well calculated for that purpoſe. But the new 
deed has divided them into to companies while he 
is ſtill living, and laid a foundation for laſting con- 


fuſſon after his death; it contaſns fifteen. articles; 


which 1 am afraid are as ſo many horns to ſcatter the 


| preachers one from another, and the ſocieties into 
nothing; or to join other ſects, or tet up ſeparate 


Parties, 
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pines, untill the old form of original methodiſm 
will be loſt, and not one trace remaining. 


& thodiſts ſhall be extinguiſhed, and all the aforetaid 


„powers, privileges and advantages ſhall ceale 
and the ſaid chapels and premiſes, and all other 
„ Chapels and premiſes which now a'e, or here- 

% after may be ſettled, given or conveyed upon | 

44 the truſts aforeſaid, ſhall veſt in the truſtees for | 

« the time being of the ſaid chappels and ones 
reſpectively, and their ſucceſſors tor ever upon | 
„ irufl,” Here is an end of Methodiſm. which is 
in a great meaſure fallen a bleeding ſacrifice to this | 
deed which was Enrolled in his Majeſty's high | 

Court of Chancery,” dated Feb. 28, 1784, An | 

enemy hath done this. But God is not confined, 

he can carry on his-gricious work of ſalvation by 
| the blood of the Lamb, without uy deed of Chan- 

cery. 5 

Methodiſm i is now about fifty years old, it has 

5 66 Giey hairs here and there upon“ it, beſides many 

other complaints, the pores dae of old age; and 
{ 


fifty years more may make ſtrange alteration in the 


church of the living God, and I am truly ſorry to 
' think that this deed ſhould be its winding ſheet, 1 


ws eſt tavght the way of ſalvation among the poor 
h methodiſts 2 


| What ſtrikes me in this, that this abuſive “ deed 
of darkneſs,” ſeams to foreſee the end of metho- 
diſm, and makes proviſion for its funeral obſequies. 
When ever the ſaid conference ſhall be reduced 
* under the number of forty members, and conti® | 
nue fo reduced for three yearly aſſemblies there | 
& af ſucceſſively, or whenever the members thereof 
4 ſhall decline or neglect to meet together annually 
for the purpoſes aforeſaid, during the ſpace of 
« three years, that then, and in *. Ta of the ſaid 
events, the conference of the people called me- 
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Methodiſts, which was one great reaſon why. I ak 


ways continued among them, another reaſon is, 


God has been pleaſed to- water my ſoul with his 


' heavenly grace thouſands of times among them, 


which caufed me to love them, and be exceeding. 
partial towards them, no man ever pleaded much 
more for any ſe@ than 1 did for the methodiſts, and 
the Rev. Mr. W-1--y in particular, and he has re- 
warded me as well tor it. But if he is determined 
to facrifice and © extinguiſh ” methodiſm by the 
power of That- -that---I know not what to call 
---that diabolical ”-.-** Deed of Darkneſs,” I wil 


| weep over its declining ſtate- -and then proceed. 


The above account is fairly contained in the % 


| fance”” of that deed which is fully fraught with in- 


Juſtice, oppreſſion, and abuſe. Pleaſe to take notice 
of theſe words, „ The Sub/ance of the Deed” you 


will meet with them again ſhortly. 


When this deed made its appearance it made a 


great deal of talk and uneaſineis among the preach- 
ers, and the people; to ſee that any man ſhould ſet 
! afide the old methodiſt plan which had long been 
public, and make another ſo contrary, which was 
! diſhoneſt to the laſt degree, ſo unjuſt in its meaſures 3+ 
ſo abuſive to many of the old faithful miniſters! of 

! Chriſt, who had long laboured for their God and 


ſuffered many hardſhips for the ſake of thoſe who. 
Chriſt purch+{.d with his bloed, that London was 


almoſt in an uproar 3 one ſaving one thing and 


another another; but all agreeing in this, “ That 
it was the worſt thing that ever had been done 
ſince the methodiſts were a people.” A printed 


copy of this deed was tranſmitted to each choſen © 
member, but the other preachers were not worthy” . 
of much notice. - N 33 ug Ben, 


The uuiverſal cry of ihe people to an individual; - 


Wherever 
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| wherever I have travelled yet, was; why did not the 


Rev. Mr. W-ſ--y ſuffer the old faithful preacheres 


to be the members of this new conference? if he 


was determined to contradict the old plan, and fo 


unaccountably ſet one halt of the preachers to go- 


vern the other half, with an arbitrary power, men 
of experience in the ways of God, who had travelled 


long as preachers, were fathers of families, and huſ- 

bands of ſome fickly timourous wives, ought to 
have conſtituted this new conference ; but to chuſe 
out a number of young men who knew. but little 
of hardſhips, having travelled no more than one, 


three, five, or ſeven years, to govern thoſe who had 


travelled ſome twenty, and ſome thirty years, was 
as unaccountable as it was unjuſt and abſurd ; nor 
did I hear ove man, who dared to account for ſo 
ſtrange a thing being done, by a man upon whom | 
the eyes of the nation had long been fixed; but I 
ſhall aflay to account for it by and ß. 
By this time letters began to fly through the 


kingdom, ſomething like hail-ſhot in the field of 


battle ; but the Rev. Mr. W-ſ--y flew to the Ar- 
menian Magazine, and there planting his heavy arti- 
lery ſeemed determined at one ſingle cannonading to 
ſilence, or ſtop the mouths of all the preachers, and 
people, and nation; the text is Rom. Chap. xi, 33. 
„ O the depth of the riches, &c.” From VE 
text the author takes the opportunity to ſhew that 
in all ages of the chriſtian church it had happened, 


that old preachers had loſt their zeal for God, and 


| love for louls, | that they grew dead in their | Own 


ſouls, and dry, and uſeleſs to others, that God had 


raiſed up young men from time to time, to take the 
Places of thoſe old, dead, dry, uſeleſs preachers, or 
members of his church, &c. &c. Then in the lat» 
ter part of the ſermon he exhorts the old diy preach» 
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ers, to ſtir themſelves up, and cry to God while 


there is hope, and then turning to the young preach- 


ers, exhorts them to take warning by others, eſt” 


God ſhould cut them off allo. Armenian Mag. for 


July and Aug. 1784. 


Norwithinding all the above is true, and much 
more may be ſaid upon the ſubject, ot; when it ig 


conſidered as it was deſigned, to be ſevelleld at the 


poor old methodiſt preachers, it is one ofſthe moſt. 
unaccountable pieces that ever was wrote ſince the 
methodiſts were a people ; but for a full account of 
that piece, I would refer the read-r to thoſe maga- 
zines above meution d, and although that piece h , 
paſſ- -d without any material oppoſi ion, I will ſpend 


half an hour in bumbard;ag 1 it, and if I have any o- 


caſion to renew the attack in a future edition; if 


the Lord ſpares me to fight for h'm, Iwill nut leave 


one ſtone upon another. And firſt; 1 want better 
proof than any that has been yet given, that thoſe 
old preachers whoſe names are not in the deed are 
dry. and dead, their converſation dry and uſcleſs, aud 


that it was on that account that God” left them. 


out of the deed and ſuffered a company of untried 
young men to be their governors, I wonder how 
any man could ever think of publiſhing ſuch a piece 


to the world. Now if they had been dead, and dry, 


and uſcleſs : | cannot ſee that it was right of the 
Rev. Mr. W-ſ-y to publiſh it in the Magazines. But 
if they were not the only dry, dead, uſeleſs men in. 
the connection, it was unfair, un not to 


ſay ſcandalous, to publiſh ſuch an account of the 


old ſervants of the living G d, after twenty or thirty 


years faithful labour in their maſter s vinevard ? had 
any other man done the like, the methodiſt preach» 
ers would have juſtly riſen up as the heart of one 


man, being moved like the trees of the wood, they 
G would 


„% 
Would have ſhewn' their indignation at fuch a piece, 
as highly dangerous to the Lord's work; but being 


attacked in the public magazines by the Rev. Mr. 


W-ſ--y ; they were aſhamed to defend themſelves, 
ſo ſat 13 under the ſlander. 
condly, I want better proof than any that has been 
yet given, that thoſe ſelect hundred were of God's“ 
chuting. It is true the Lord ſees not as poor ſhort- 
ſighted man fees ; if he had, he would never have 


choſen Mr. John F. a man Who had twice failed in 


buſineſs, was over head and ears in debt when he 


Was taken into the prieſt's office for a maintainance; 


and as all his affairs were not then ſettled, it was 
told in the public conference, that when they come 
to be ſettled, he would not be able to pay ſeven ſhil- 
lings in the- pound; yet as he was nearly allied to 
ſome of the leading men in the conference, he was 
taken into the connection for bread ; he would riſe 


at five o'clock and preach about holineſs, and then 
viſit two or three and ſometimes more gin- thops be- 
fore dinner; I ſay if God had ſeen as 1 do, he would 
have ſought the connection thro', and thro', but 


he would have found a man who had had a better 
character than John F. but as he is dead, and! it w as 
thought he © died in peace“ I leave it. 

That ſermon in the magazines did not ſtop all 


the preachers mouths, for I. H. wrote a 3 let- 


ter to the preachers, TS: the aſſiſtance of all 
thoſe who chuitd to help 


plan re-eſtabliſhed, and ſome ſatis factory proof given 
for its continuance, and four or five of the preach- 


im; to have the old« 


eis laboured to ſupport him at the conference in 


| og but the governors of the conference o. dexed 
the doors to be ſhut againſt thoſe troublers of lirael, 


and notwithſtanding the interpoſition of that good. 


man Mr. * * whe Was down upon his knees 


weeping 
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weeping and praying; I was told an hour at 4 
time ; they were, kept out of the conference for ſe- 


veral days, and when they were admitted, it way 
only to inform them, that the new deed ſhou 

ſtand, and that the preachers whole names were ir 
it, being the Rev. Mr. W-ſ--y's choice ſhould rand 
N otwithſtanding the heed itſelf is unreaſon- 
able and unjuſt, whoever contrived it, the chief 


thing which made the moſt talk was, the young 


preachers being ſet over the old ones, by a deed tha 

gave them an unaccountable power, which they 
could cxercite without ever aſking their conſent, 
The arguments produced in favour of the deed, ars 
ſuch as I cannot find one grain of reaſon in, but I 
will lay them duwn before the public, as they were 


produced; and has been repeated many a time ſinee. 


The Rev. Mr. W-1--y having been ſick the pre- 


| ceeding conference at Briſtol, it was urged that it 
was neceflary to haſten this deed, and that when it 


was done, it was neceſſary to fill up the places with 
names; and “ there was no time.” I would aſk 
any man of common ſente, how much more time he 

would require to write the names of fifty old men, 
than the names of fifty young men? “ but the old 
preachers are almoſt worn out,“ and do you want to 

3 their days with abule? No, no: “ but the 
young preachers will laſt longer.“ Strange logic! 
if I could talk no better ſenſe than this, | would 
ceaſe my public lectures: ſecing the decd mentions 
that the vacancies occaſioned by death or any other 
gvenr, ſhall be filled up every conference betore any 
other buſineſs can be done; again, It was done to 
fave expence: the conference ule to conſiſt of about 
ſeventy or eighty members; and many times nor ſq 


many, that deed has nominated a hundred “ to fave 


expence.” I am quite aſtoniſhed that ſenſible men 


Yarn we 
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wy broug ut a bill into the houſe for the p: eachers 


ſhould talk fuch nonſence, but ſtop | here 1 is a thun⸗ 
der-clap foll-ws, ** The circuits un not be left 


naked :“ the ſane lame argument as before; that 


the conference conſiſted of ſeventy or eighty mem- 


bers, but that the circuits ſhould not be left naked 
à hundred are appointed. O bl: fled deed. ! what 


8 00 thou has made for the circuits, but I will 
ew you ſome ſtronger reaſons by and by, why u the 
young men «ere choſen, and ſtands in the deed 
tlow they are choſen, only give me time. 
There was a ſpecch made at the conference in 
üble as if every body had miſtaken the deed. 
The deed was never deſigned to make any differ= 


ence between the preachers but that they ſhould-a&t 
as breth en.“ I wonder what it is that ſome men 
will not ſay to carry a ſcheme into execution, for it 


ſeems to me they will ſay any thing. Methinks 


| the young men would ſmile to hear this ſpeech, but 


they know what power the deed conveys to them, 
and they know as well how to uſe it as a bull his 


horns, à ho:fe his heels, and a boar his tuſks. At 


this conference alſo there was a paper drawn vp in 
favour of the deed, but it met with general diſlike, 
One ſaid, he could not in conſcience lay that he ap- 


proved of the decd, and as he knew it had grieved 
many of the old preachers, he did not chote to ſign 
any paper, that imported his app: obation ot it. But 
Mr. 'ſtood up and cited, “ You-may walk out 
and forty more of you.” I wis forry to hear of 
Juch athing being done at an aflembly of methodiſt 


ah at for they were the men of whom | had tho 
igheſt opinion: but this was the fiſt conference 
holden by + virtue of this new deed, and when the 

prefident with his ſecretary, and lecretary's clerk 
were feated all in form, they made a fine appearance 3 


to 


TY 


ſigu ſignifying their approbation of this new f few, 
and them who could not in conſcience ſign 1 it, might 


walk out and forty more of them. The Lord fitteth 
in the higheſt heavens and will riſe up in behalf of 
his old ſervants in due time. The preceeding year 


] had travelled in the Bedford circuit with Mr P-, 


it was no ſecret in that country at that time, that he 
had many little miſunde rſtandings among the people, 


not any thing capital as fin, but ſuch as baniſhed 


love, and raited prejudice 1 in one another's minds; 
and all the comforts the poor old ſervants of God 


could get was, they hoped. to be rid of him at the 


conference; but their little diſputes ſtill increaſing, 


and ſha'p works paſſing between the contending 


parties, he ſaid, ©* If ] come again to this circuit 


the next year | will ſhew you the difference of it.“ 
Now Mr. P- being one of the ſelect hundred hav- 


ing power to aſſiſt in ſtationing his older 8 
he could allo affiſt in ſtationing himſelf, fo he gat 


back to Bedford, to grieve the people atreſh, and to 


ſhew them ** the diff: rence of it:“ the conſequence 
of his returning was uncaſineſs and mortification to 


himſelf, the pecple looked thy and much viſatisfied, 
ſo that Y found * the difference of it.“ After 
four months mortification, finding ſuch a change 


amony the people, he bethought himſelf of a method. 


to lay the blame upon me and my wife; and wrote 
me a letter, which excelled every thing that Jever 


law before; but he was one of the choſen members 


of the new chancety conference, | was not, ſo he 
mad a mind to ſhew me the“ difference of it allo. 


Part ot his letter runs thus, 
6 Stukely, Dee. 24. 1 7845 
5 Nb Moorehouſe. As vou are frequently | 
taking of drugs. | would adviſe vou to take ſome- 
thing, for the dilcaſe ol the tongue. St. James f ays, 


chop. 
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chap. lil, 8, the tongue is an unruly evil full af 
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deadly poiſon ; would jt not be well then for you 


to take a counter poiſon ? it ſeems neceflary this 


ſhould be done without delay; for if the deadly poi- 
fon 1s permitted to operate without controul, who 


knows where it may end, what deadly effects may 


it produce, by this time you are exclaiming, what 
in the world is the matter with B---r P- -d! I'll 

tell you friend, on my return from conference, I 
obſerved a change in the countenances and beha- 
viour of ſome of the people, not only in Bedford but 


in ſeveral other places.” Mr, P--- had told the 


people if he returned, he would „ ſhew hem the 


difference of it,” but it ſeems the people got the 


| Rart of him, and ſhewed him the “ difference of it.“ 
But he goes on, „ did not then know the cauſe, 


but afterwards I was informed by thoſe who heard 


you firſt, that you had ſpoken ſeveral unbecoming 
and diſreſpeAful things of Mr. W-f--y and his 
friends,” This is a home thruſt, the ſword of the 
Lord and Gideon: 1 believe the Rev. Mr. W. to 
be ſa great and good man, but I am forry that he has 


ſo many double-faced friends about him: he was 


the man for whom I had the greateſt love in the 
world, but T think the“ friends“ that ſurround 
and flatter him, will bring him down to his grave 
without honour, But what was this introduced 
for? was this the cauſe of the people at Bedford and 


other places ** looking ſo ſhy ?* no; “ Secondly, 
that you and Mrs, Moorhouſe had ſpoken. ſeveral 


things ſlightly and flanderouſly of my wife and me.“ 
 ldefire to tell the plain truth in a plain way, ca- 
ſy to be read, and as eaſy to be underſtood, ther- 
wiſe | weuld ridicule this language, as it deſerves to 


be ridieuted, it ſmells fo ſtrong of conference logic. 


Now this letter which is full of flander. and calum- 
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ny from top to bottom, does not mention one ſin- 
gle thing particularly that either I or my wife had 

done or ſpoke amiſs““ Spoke lightly” what had 

we ſaid ?** Spoke unbecomingly” what had we ſaid? 

„% Spoke flandercouſly” what had we f{aid? now this 

is the way that ſome preachers will blacken their 
abſent brethren in a public conference, firſt one and 

then another, for hours together, untill the old 


preachers ſay they are aſhamed to hear it. May the 

great God who raiſed again Chriſt Jeſus from the 
dead, bare his arm and ſtop the ſcandal. But he 
%%% 1 
**You have no reaſon to ſpeak evil of Mr. W---and 1 
, his friends; for you have had more favours from 

1 them than -ver you had from the hackney coach- | 

> men” | ncver had any favours to aſk either of Mr. 

* | W---or any of his friends; I never fought any; 

© Þ| bur 1 have had more {lander and abuſe from Mr. P. d 

9 alone, than all the hackney coachmen in England; 

? Þ all chat I fought tor from Mr. W---and his friends 

* Þ was only common honelty, aud I look upon it, a 

© Þ laſting blemiſh, that I have been denied. Again, 

6 „ If | had the opinion of them that you have; 

3 I would chooſe to live upon butter-milk and pota- 


4 dees rather than ſtay among them for a peice of 
© Þ bread.” Jam ſorry that ever | had any realon to 

<1 change my opinion, and am aſtoniſhed at Mr. P-d's 
„ | vpbraiding me with travelling for a peice of bread 


I Some people thinks all they ſay becomes them, but 
* fit would have been more becoming of Mr. P. to 
0 e 1 ks 


been ſilent. J)». 
Co Wen l came home to Bradford in Wiltthie I 
„found my wife ſick in bed, ſhe told me that Mr. P. 
1 had lent us one of the dirtieſt letters that ever ſhe 
Flaw in all her life, I thought ſhe was delirious aud 
En ee 5 certainly 
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© certainly raving. as Mr. P. and 1 had t the 
Preceeding year pretty peaceably. When ſhe ſaw 
that I took no notice of her, ſhe laid the letter lics in 
the cupboard, but I could not bel ive het untill H aw 
it with my own eyes. Now can any man tell what. 
induced that gentleman to write ſuch traſh four 
months after we had parted ? he was made one of 
the members of this new chancery coferchte, and 
he knew I was not, he could go to the next con- 


ference, and he en I could not, and if he could 


pick up any little thing that any prey diccd perſaon 
would ſay againſt me, he could tell it in the public 
| conference, and | a hundred miles off So he could. 
mult: me and my wife with his filthy letters with, 
impunity, he was ſafe, eſpecially as Mr. W--- did 
not like me; from that time that I oppoſed him fo 
much ahout his favourite Mr. D-- the broken farm- 
er, but I ſhall not ſubmit to the deciſion of Mr. P. 
about my evil flanderous tongue, or my wife's either; 
as I was a public perſon, I will appeal to them who 


* 


knew me and my converſation in Bedford, and the 


adjacent counties. Altho when 1 conſider myſelf in 


the preſence of God, | ſce myſelf a poor unworthy, 


unprofitable ſervant. Not worthy the name of a, 
miniſter of Chriſt. But when I conſider myſelf a- 
mong men, I do not know but ! had as many friends 
there as Mr. P. had. 


A few months after: I wrote. that gentleman a 


letter, wherein I mentioned many particular things 
that had pafled while we travelled together, and 
told bim; I thought he might have been quiet; as 


he had little reaſon to complain. This procured 
me a ſecond epiſtle from that honourable member of 
conterence which begins thus, 

„] received yours=---in which that ſpirit of N 


aud ſelk- ſufficieucy which is obſervable in all your 


conduct 


at „ — GW wm acc a... 
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conduct very viſible appears,” Now if any body 
ſay that any part of my pamplet is ſharp, or key 
langu ige, where do you thing | learnt it? it 1s poſe 
; fible if | hid never been acquainted with great men, 


my language might have run in the plain yorkſhirg 
diale& ; but by travelling with ſuch gentlemen, it 
is not to be wondered at, if l learnt a little of theig 


language. This letter 1s long, and full of ſuch lik 
dirty. icurilious lariguage, but the Armenian Magas 


zine informs us thai he 15 one of * God's“ choice, 


to aſſiſt in governing them (it ſeem.) who hayes 


ore decency and good manyers. Armenian Mag. 
ON ahi, 
But he knew. was no favourite, and if I come 


lain-d to the conference by letter, it would be + 


nuffed at, aud he couid go again, and tell any little 
dirty thing he could glean up; he knew the con- 
ference would be opened with Has any body 


* 


aught againſt any of the preachers ? if they heyy | 


now is the tim: to ſpcak.” If the chancery dee 


joſpireg its members with ſuch religion in one yeaſp 


what will it do in ten? „ 
Notwithſtanding the members of this new chan- 
cery conterence ſhut the doors againſt thſe who op- 


poſed their meaſures at Leeds, 1: 84. and carried on 
their ſcheme; this year was a vear of general une 
ſineſs, wherever I travelled, and from what I could 


hear from other circuits. Some old preachers whom 
knew, fat down aud wept oyer and oyer, ſaying 5 


Mr. W. has rewarded me very pogrly for my many 
years ſervice, as w. II as my old biethren ; that now 


we muſt he goyerned by young en in the moſt arbis 


trary manner, and muit ſubmit to all their appoint» 


ments or elie go home, and we cannot do hard 
work; ſo we may g0 to our paxiſhes with our Wiyez 
ROW. og i Soto ale. 
1 H Wzile 
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While theſe things were fermenting up and down 
In the nation; 1 was told Mr. O- y drew up a re- 
monſtrance in favour of the old preachers; which 
was preſented to the honourable members ot con- 
ference at London, in 1785; this remonſtrance met 
with as much contempt from the henourable houſe, 
as the old preachers had met with the preceeding 
conference at Leeds, for the choſen members of the 
chancery d: ed flew to that miſhapen brat, and leemed | 
determined te give it a thorough licking; and try if 
they could not make its ugly face a little more agree- 
able in publick company. After they had licked 
and flabbered it over a confiderable time, though in 
_ reallity they did not lick out one ugly feature of its 
face; nor ſo much as make its lips cover its horrid 
prining tee th that threatens to deſtroy every man 
who ſhall oppoſe its princely reign ; yet they made 
it grin fome horrid {miles ; then riſing from their 
ſeats, proclaimed, + We whoſe names are under- 
written, do declare that Mr. Weſley was defired at 
the laſt Briſtol conference, without a difſenting 
voice, to draw up a deed which ſhould give a legal 
ſpecification of the phraſe . The conference of the 
people called Meth-:diſts ;” and that the mode of 
doing it was entirely left to his judgment and diſ- 
NM... EEE „ n 
And we do allo declare, that we do approve of 
the ſubſtance and deſign of the deed which Mr. 
Weſley has accordingly executed and enrolled.“ 
The above declaration was ſigned by thirtvy-nine Þþ 


"WM 


| preachers, among whom are enrolled S. D. the bro- 

Ken farmer, and T. W. the ſwaggering tradefman, || 
| who wor med themſelves into the prieſts office for 
'bread for themſelves and families. Then follows, 
Ein woo non 0 Lon Toy 20. TT, 
% We whoſe names ate are underwritten, but 
0b Me 1 


3 


do declare our approbation of the ſubſtance aud defi 


and entolled for the purpoſe of giving a legal ſpeci- 


This declaration was ſigned by thirty preacher 


the deed amounted to ſixty-hine, and the two 4% 


A. % 8 "Ce I mh, i. (uv 


Il I wall undertake to prove that there never was ſo 


methodiſt-preachers ſince they were a people, and 
yet this miterable traſh came from the conference in 


gazines, to tell the people what things We whoſe 
names are undermined ”' have done. Obſerve, about 
ſixty out of the ſixty nine were the choſen members 


whom I love and eſteem tor their works ſake; 


them, but there were more than ninety-nine reaſons 
why ſixty-nine preachers ſigned ſuch nonſenſe. 
hut firſt, at the beſt the above is like an excellent 
plaſter laid befide a foie place; for though I know 
but little of my Grammar, and much leſs of a elaſſi- 


and the names of the perſons who are choſen the 
executors of that deed. . I did not hear that the 


| - CWP 
who were not preſent at the hſt Briſtol raten : 


of the deed which Mr. Weſlcy has lately N 


. . 


fication of the phraſe “I he conference of the pegr 
ple call. d methodiſts,” _ | 


o 


4 


ſome ot whom were hard to be perſuaded, 15 they 
were perſuaded, and that was enough. So th 
whole number who declared their approbation of 


rations with the proper names of the preachers. diſ- 
tinctly ranged in order, under each declaration were 
entered iu the journals of the houſe, and then pub: 
liſhed in the Armenian Magazine for 1785, page 

549 and ſpread thoughout the three 3 . 


lame a piece of logic printed by any company o 


print, riding in ſtate upon the ſwift Arminian Ma- 


of the deed, and there are many of thole preachers 


and as a preacher ] am not worthy to ſtand before 


cal education, yet | can diſtinguiſh between a deed, 


2 


2H 2 mode 
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# Sede wis the thing that was diſputed ſo much 
by far, as whether the young pieachers were fit td 


1 the old ones; and the old preachers the ught 
iemſelyes ill-uſed that the names of a number of 
Unexperietced young men ſhould be inſerted, as the 


6Xecutors of that deed, and they compelled to be 
their ſervants, or * po home: and they think fo 


Re w/ upon a different ſubject, the“ mod“ or ſub⸗ 
Kance of the deed, (which I will prove to be || 
What God hates,) but the real grievance was paſſed 


1 But We wh ſe names are underd ritten,“ 


over in dead ſilence. 


Io illuſtrate this: ſuppoſe a man has fallen 
Among thieves, and has received mauy wound in 
His head that are dangerous, be ſends for a Phyſician 


and tells him of his wounds, pointing to his bleeding 
34 the Phyſician with abundance of polite cut aud 


ſhuffle, puts a long roller tight round his arm, and 
leaves him. The poor man calls in 60 gentlemen 
of the faculty, and again ſhews them his wounds, 
and what the ph ſician has dong. They lee plain 


Where the wounds are, but do not chuſe to touch 
them. They feel his pulſe, they ſearch his arm, th. n 


t 
8 e oreny of what the great phyſiciun has dong? 


publiſhed in thofe magazines which fly the twitteſty 
and ſpread the fartheſt, to prove the truth of this. | 


Mr. . who is one of the members of confes 
rence, and one of“ We whoſe names are under | 
_wrnten,” told me in tke moſt ſerious manner, that 


8 he ſaw plain enough the declaration of conference 
entirely miffed-the thing complained of, aud that 
Was the Very reaſon why he let his hand to it. 


o 


The 


try the tightneſs of the roller, and declaring their 


N00 leave him weeping, groaning, and ble ding. 
Now if they ſhould cure this man's wour:ded head 
With a tight roller about his arm, i ough to be 


: » 
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The thing that wanted proving was this. Was 
the Rev. Mr. Weſley deſired to draw up a deed to te- 
pulate the conference by certain laws, and teſtrictia 
ons; and to chooſe as many, or as few as he ſhould 
think fit. And likewiſe chooſe out 2whs ſhould bs 
the governors, and confine all the other preachers ta 
be their ſervants “ was this the defire of conference 
« Without diflenting voice?“ if not; what is all 
this empty pomp and ſham parade about? I acknows». 
ledge 1 was ſorry when I ſaw ſuch unparelleled non 
ſcuce in the magazines, graced with the names of 
ſixty-nine methodiſt preachers, Bur, *- 
I think the above declaration ought to have intro- 
duced with the following ſolid truths. 0 7 
The Rev. Mr. W--- has lately executed a deed, 
which is enrolled in his Majeſty's high court of 
chancery, that has made us whole and tole truſtees, 
to the uſe and enjoy ment of all the preaching houſes, 
dwelling houſes, and furniture thereunto belonging, 
which have been, or ſhall be ſettled upon the confers 
ence plan; and alſo impowers us or forty of us, nayz_ 
a majority of forty of us to do all the buſſineſs of 
the whole conference, and all the other preachers are 
given to us for ſervants, we are their lords, we have 
more power over them, than any man has over his. 
pariſh apprentice 3 for tho his apprentice be diſfobe< _ 
dicnt again, and again; he muſt Keep him, feed and 


| cloath him in ſickneſs or in health. But we have 


power to expel] and put out“ for any cauſe which 
to the conference may: leem fit or neceſlary” and 
the man ſo expelled, ſhall he looked upon“ as tho? 
he was natural dead.“ And he may ſeek his bread 
where he can find it, we have power to fill his place 
, dd. TY 

| Likewiſe we have power to ſtation ourſelves in 

the b. ſt of circuits, lo far us we can, Where a Tere + 


1 
vant is kept to wait upon our wives, and then forty 
of us can ſtation the reſt of the preachers to fill up 


the remaining circuits, tho' many of them are much 


older than we, and have travelled twice as long. they 
muſt abide by our deciſion or G home.“ Again, 
forty of us has an uncontroulable power over the 
public ſtock, as the yearly collection, the kings wood 


vollection * whoſe tons ſhall he admitted into 


Kingswood ſchool, and whoſe ſhill not. Likewiſe 
forty of us has an uncontroulable power over the 


Preachers fund, to give what we pleaſe to an old 


worn out preacher, to a widow, and widows who 
bare children, we can give them more of lets, or 


nothing, as a majority of forty of us thinks it neceſ- 


ary ; and we can keep as many preachers from the 
conference as we pleaſe, for whatſoever is done by 
forty of us aſſembled for that purpoſe** Shall be 
, had, taken, and be the act of the whole eonfererence 


to all intents, purpoſes, and couſtruQions whatſo- 


_ ever” chan deed. article ſecond. 


Then it would have followed as eaſy as water | 


howing down from the mountains, aud all the 
world would have believed the choſen members 
were in earneſt, when they cried out, Aud we 


- whoſe names are underwritten,” ---++ Declare that 


we do 1 of the ſubſtance and deſign of the 
deed.” O wondrous deed ! O aſtoniſhing deed ! 


Nay ; an alarming deed ! the mother of confution, 


and one of the ſeven abominations of the earth 


which the Lord hateth, it 6 Soweth diſcord among 


brethren.” Prov, chap. vi, 20. 


. Now | will ſhew thar, „ the 1 26 that 


deed is entirely out of character. Not wiſtanding it 


has the approbation of fixty-nine preachers, altho” 


tell the truth with forrow, grief and ſhame. _ 
= lt, TY Stent number l the methodiſt — 
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left their bufineſs, whereby they could have ſup- 
ported themſelves, and if they had thought proper 
to marry, a wife and family with eaſe and pleafure 
they put themſelves entirely under the power of 
Mr. W. and the then conference, without the leaſt 
reſerve, in the greateſt confidence of friendſhip; z; 
they had no more fear of being ill uſed by the Rev. 
Mr. W. or any of the leading men in connection, 
| than of being mujdered, much lets to be abuſed, 
and unjuſtly treated. In this iteuerant way of life 
5 they continued labouring in the Lord's work, ſome 
0 twenty, and ſome thirty, or near forty years, untill 
; they had broke their conſtitution, got wives aud 
families, and lay entirely at the good option of the 
Rev. Mr, W. and the heads of the conference, they 
had no claim fur one morſel of bread, all the hope 
they had was, that the methodiſt preachers would 
continue following the old plan, in preaching, aud 
carrying on the ſame ſyſtem as uſual in all their do- 
meſtic affairs. But to their aſtoniſhment, there was 
a deed made which fold them for bond{men to a 
number of untried young men, who knew but little 
of hardſhips, without ever aſking their conſent 
| and they are told, that they mult ſubmit to all and, 
erery act that is done by forty ot thote men, whulſe 
names are mentioned in the deed, there is no reme- 
dv. Porr old ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, I ain forry tor 
vou; to think you {ſhould be fold at the market of 
pride and ambition, when you cannot help yourtelves: 
and your wives and children are left to the op- 
tion ot thoſe who have been running upon the nofe, 
t hunting for power with as much diligence as ever 
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C Nimrod did. The-above is fuch an unaccountable 
x breach «> tiiendthip, ſuch an abuſe of that power 

| which was lodged in ſome great men whofe 
$ names 1 torbear to mention, that if Gabriel had told 


t A | -— 


q EE 
we ſeven years ago, that theſe things nd de 


come to paſs, I could not have believed him, and 1 


am ſo concerned to think that theſe things have 
been done among the methodiſt preachers, that 4 
will drop it for the preſent; only I ſhall remark 


that tho? ſixty- nine preachers publiſhed their appror 
bation of it, I am aſhamed of it. And I think it 


vas a ſhame for many of them who ligned it; but 
| fome are to be pitied. 


Secondly, * the ſubſtance” of the deed is un: 


Juſt ; ; the laws of our nation does not ſuffer a man 
70 bind his ſervant apprentice to any body, without 
his conſent. But, if a youug man ſhould lay to a 


neighbouring gentleman, Sir, I love you, and 


Pour connections, and if you will permit me to live 


in your family I will ſerve you all the days of my 


life, and ] will aſk no more than. a little food and 
raiment,” If the gentleman accepts of this young 


wan, and after thirty or forty years faithful ſervice, 


he goes and binds him an apprentice to ſome other, 
without once aſking his conſent, would not the 
laws of our nation interfere ? would not the poor 


old ſervant fit down and weep ; ſaying, my maſter 


has rewarded me very poorly, for my long aud taith- 
ful ſervice wherewith ] have ſerved him, to bind me 


| valet de cham tells him, © There is no remedy but 
patience,” What would the world ſay of ſuch a 


man and his religion? if he was a calviniſt, | know | 
what the methodiſt would ſay in a moment; only 
they would be at a lots for words, to ſet forth the 


apprentice to another in my old age, and I muſt ſerve f 
that man or go to my pariſh ; 1 did not think my 
© maſter would have uſed me bo. But his waſter* 8 


rr . . 4a $6 
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nature of this gentleman's diabolical perfidy : but 15 


here 1 Il dro p en. „The ſubſtance” of the fred is 


& defign of the deed.” But this is more complex 
and difficult to unfold, however I can unfold one 


meet with leſs oppoſition at the public conferences 


ones: he met with abundance of oppoſition at Leeds 


ay 
atfo oppreſſive and abuſive, and little fot the honowld 


of thoſe who act by its authority.” © © 
The next thing that I ſhall take notice of : is, the 


grand defigh, which was this. 
It was deſigned that the Rev. Mr. W. ſhould 


than he had met with at ſome of the preceeding 


conference in 1778, about T. W. a ſwaggering 
tradeſman; who cut and ſhuffied till he could live no 


longer upon credit, and he did not ſeem to love 
working; ſo he was cramed into the prieſt's office 
for a piece of bread, to be maintained by thoſe who 


were forced to work both for themſelves and fami- 
lies; and much more at London conference in 17795 


Aut S. D. the broken farmer; and twice as much 


at Briſtol conference in 1780, about the ſame broken 
farmer again, and many deep wounds in the field 


of battle at Leeds in 1781, about ſomething that 


had been done a little before that conference. 
But it would puzzle the fineſt logician in the world, 


to know how this ſhould be the caſe, that he ſhould 
act with à more uncontroulable power; ſeeing the 


deed mentions the names of a hundred men, who 


On the day of the date hereof, conſtitute the men- 
bers of the ſaid conference, according to the true intent 
and meaning of the faid ſeveral gifts and convey 
ances, Wherein the words conference of the people | 
called methodiſts are mentioned and contained. 


Chan. Deed, page 3. But firſt the ſelect hundred 
are of the Rev. Mr. W s chuſing, and he has madg 


them lords and rulers over the other preachers, toge- 


ther with all the priviledges, uſes, and enjoy ments 


of the ene din n houles, and fyr- 
4 uiure 8 
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piture thereto belongi 1g, will they not < let him 
have his own way?“ but their is a clauſe in the 
deed which . that the conference ſhall 
and may diſpenſe with, or conſent to the abſence of 
any member from any of the ſaid yearly aſſemblies 
for any cauſe which the conference may ſee fit or 
necefſary. 

80 if a broken Homer: 4 or an idle tradeſman is a 
favourite of ſome leading man in the conference, 
and wants to be a travelling preacher for a morſel of 


bread ; he is pretty ſure of a comfortable maintain- 
ence : "for who durſt® oppoſe? Will that young 


man who is made ruler over many things by virtue 
of the deed ? and may be turned out for * any 
cauſe ?” no; his anſwer is polite, „ Sir, I ſubmit 
it to your better judgment.“ And if an old preacher 


be preſent who is a member, who has travelled 


thirty years or more; has broke his conſtitution, 


has a wife and family; but he cannot work at hard 

labour; neither does God require him: but if he 

ſtands up to oppoſe, he may meet with ſuch a fire- 
ball, as ] was told was thrown at Mr. B--n in the 


public conference at Leeds, 1784 3 3. on may 
walk out and forty more of you.“ 
But if a number of preachers ſtand up and oppoſe 


wk as much ſpirit as they did at Briſtol in 1780; 
when they declared, they though the preſident 
would bring a reproach upon the methodiſt preach- 


ers, and the cauſe of God ; by taking ſuch broken 


farmers, and idle tradeſman into the connection; 
that it was a ſhame to burden ſocieties with ſuch 
like men, &c. &c. I ſay, if a majority oppoſe the 


meeaſure, let it be upon what ſubject it will, the pre- 


ſident obſerves who are his enemies : and he may 


politely obtain ten or twelve diſpenſations for his 
e z and ſend for ten or twelve preachers 
1 againſt 
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againſt the next conference, who have no vote 
and then propoſe his favourite ſcheme, which will 


probably be carried upon the firſt motion; if not, 


ten or twelve more diſpenſations may bring it to 


pals. Another touch of conference logic. 
| But there was ſomething more unchriſtian ſtill, 
a little before the conference at London, 1785 


there were circular letters wrote by Mr. W--y's7 


order and executed by H. M. and ſent to the 
preachers who were to conſtitute the then confe- 
rence ; informing them that ** After this time, no 
preacher will be permitted to be preſeut at any con- 


ference, only thoſe whom Mr. W. writes for by 
name.“ I heard of many: one I ſaw, and I do not 
ſay that the above is word for word, but it is nearly. 
So here is a confirmation of what had often been caſt 
in my teeth, „he is determined to have his owm 
way.“ Soit ſeems; but if the Rev. Mr. W--y is 
determined to drive on, and bear down all before 
him with unchriſtian practice, ſlander and abuſe, by 
whole-ſale ; he may depend upon it, it will not be 


for his honour. 


Now where muſt an old preacher ſeek for any re- 
dreſs of grievances ? read forward and I will tell you. 

About this time, J was talking with C. W. and F 
obſerved there were many things done at the con- 
| ference that were not fit to be done, and that I had 
a good mind to bear my public teſtimony againſt 
the deed, and fome other things if they were not 
mended. But the good man cried, *©* drop it, ws 


it; do vou not know it is treaſon to fpeak again 


Mr. W--y ! Let him alone; you cannot turn 
him; he will have his own way, he is old, he is 
old; you'll hurt the work.” What ſort of a work 
do you think it is, that is ſo much afraid of the 
SO VVT 
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truth 1 | laid 00 cloſe, leſt it ſhould hurt it ? can 


this work be of God? 


this was one grand deſign: that the Rev. Mr. W. y 
mould govern in an abſolute manner, load a ſociety 
with an idle tradeſman, or a broken farmer and a fa- 
mily; to inſult a preacher that oppoſes him. in any 
of his meaſures, and drive him about from place to 
Place, and encourage all his flatterers to inſult him 
wherever they meet him ; and turn him out of the 


connection without a hearing; publiſh it in the 
magazines that he ** defiſted,” and degrade him all 


over the nation, and threaten him with * law ” if 
he complained in a public manner; this is Mr. W's 


practice; but more hereafter : and fixty-nine 


preachers declare their approbation of this deſign |! 


was again conſidered, but nothing could be done 


more to that miſhapen brat; it had been ſo well 
licked over and drefled up the preceeding year at 
London, only it wanted a name; ſo it was baptized 
and called the Deed Poll,” and it's name printed 
in the minutes: ſo now I know what to call it. But 
What a lame tale was that publiſhed in the Maga- 


Zine ; that * We whoſe names are underwritten,” 
told the world, they approved of the deed ; without 


ing the public one ſingle article it contained. 
1 declare it is a fine thing to be a logician. 


| I could ſay ſomething more about this deep, dark. 
long-ſaught, and far-fetched “ Deſign“ but I will 


ſee ſome of the ſtrong arguments with which it is 


defended. It ſeems a lame affair from ficſt to laſt, 
and all the arguments that ever I have heard, are as 


far from any thing folid ; as the deed itſelf is void. 
of juſtice, Such as; The houſes would have fall- 
en into the hands of the truſtees” what except the 


young 


Now I lay let the deſign be what it would beſide; 


At Briſtol conference, 1786, the deed of chancery 


„ za ww a oo „ „ K „ „ re e 2 0 e wo oh 


— — wa Vt 


n 
young preachers had governed the old ones, dy virtue 


of a deed containing fifteen heads, and twice as many 
horns, to puſh poor old methodiſm to death? 
Wet him alone, he will have. his own way” and he 
has a company about him that does not care who 


ſinks, if they do but ſwim. So long as they getpret» , 


ty good circuits, and a little of the conference mo- 
ney to carry the wife in a coach to that good circuit, 
where the ſociety can keep a ſervant to wait upon 

the miſtreſs ;- he may have his own way for ſuch ag 
them, he may inſult who he will, they will help 
him; he may drive a poor old preacher about and a, 
buſe him; they will help him, he may drive one 
out of the connection, after a number of years tra- 
velling ; they will help him. When he has forbid 


a preacher to preach any more in any of the ſocie- 


ties, then publiſh it in the magazines that they de- 
| ſiſted” they will give their vote, and help him to 
ſlander the preacher, all up and down the nation, 
It is ſuch like men as theſe who have brought down 
methodiſm to the verge of the grave, Again, He 
is determined to mortfy every man who oppoles his 
plan“ I believe this is as ſolid, tho' as unchriſtian 
a reaſon as any that has been given, Nay; the 


magazine for July and Auguſt, 1784, tells us that the ” 


old preachers were dead, and dry, and uſeleſs, and God 
had choſen the young preachers te carry on his work, 
Will „We whoſe names are underwritten” under- 
take to defend that ſhameful piece; but here is a 
fine reaſon in the magazine for 1785, page 269, why 
the other old preachers had not their names in the 


I deed, inſtead of the young ones, which might cafily 


have been done True; if I had thought as well 
of them as they did of themſelves, but I did not“ 
what is the next Drop it, drop it“ tell it not in 
Gath, publiſh it not in Aſkelon; my Soul is i 

under 


under a heavy 109d; t to ſee that I am either ſunk ints 
an ideot : or the mighty are fallen. ©*You will do 
no good” J know not that, for I think theſe are 
lame arguments. And write with much prayer, 
and many tears. I know God is with me, I find 1 do 
love him, and I will ſpeak good of his wonderful, 
_ gracious, glorious name. He has not left me upon 
the top of a bare, and craggy rock, nor inadry and 
barren wilderneſs, wherein is no water. Therefore 
1] will truſt and not be afraid, and let what will come 
of me; I will ſpeak for God, and for his old ſervants, 
the preachers of Chriſt's goſpel; and 11 am 1 
to priſon, or en, 


«a 


I Will fing of Jef? s merit, 
Tell the world of his great name: 
That if any wants his ſpirit, 
He is ſtill the very fame: 
Ns e that aſketh, he receiveth ; 
He that ſeeks is ſure to find: 
Come for whoſoe'er believetk, 
1 He will never caſt behind, 


— 
— 


But who can tell; the Lord hath his way in the 
whirlwind. He may make uſe of my weak attempt 
to ſtop the growth of partiality, and oppreſſion. He 
may raiſe up ſome more able hands to maintain 
the truth as it is in Jeſus ; and keep pure religion 

alive, and in a flouriſhing: ſtate, in ſpite of all oppo- 
ſition- The Lord's will be done. I will write, aud 

leave the whole affair entirely to him. 

Inn 1785 as C. W. with whom 1 then travelled 
was preparing for the conference, I deſired him to 
remember that I muſt not be appointed to any cir- 
cuit near the ſea-fide, I was ſo ſubject to the ague if 
ever 1 came under the power of the ſea- air. I hes 
imp 
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him ] ſhould not be troubleſome to conference, only 
that muſt be remembered; for ſea- ſide circuits, and 


the ague had broke my conſtitution, ſo that I could 
bear no more. 


And as I never had the ague when 
] was in an inland circuit fince | came from Ireland; 


1 thought it my duty to guard againſt that racking 
When I was in 
Ireland I travelled in one circuit that I was four 
weeks in the mountains, and two by the ſea fide; I 
had the ague every time.I went 5 the ſea, almoſt 


diſorder. As a proof of the above 


every day for the whole year. I then travelled in 
the North of England, where one half of the cirs 
cuit lay along the ſca-coaſt ; [ ſcarce had one day's 


health while I travelled in that part. From thence __ 
to Newcaſtle upon Tyne ; where I travelled and 


preached ſcores of times, when I could ſcarce raiſe 


my head from my pillow. From thence into an in- 


land circuit, where I had not three fits of the ague, 
that I remember the whole year. 


to Somerſetſhire, by the {ea-ſide below Briſtol : 


here I had the ague again the firſt day I-went, and 


every day that I was there, in a moſt terrible man- 
ner. Mr. W--y going down into Cornwall, I ap- 


plicd to him for a change; telling him I could not 
live by the ſea- ſide, however there could be no cir- 
cuit found for me only along that healthy ſea- coaſt 
in Glamorganſhire in Wales, for peace ſake I ſub- 


mitted to go ; and had the ague almoſt every day, 


and ſometimes twice a day for weeks together. So 

I informed Mr. W--y by letter, that if I could not 
have a ciicuit in all England to travel in, only by 
the ſea- ſide; I might dropit; for God never called 
I then went 
into Wiltſhire, and loſt the ague that day I left the 

ſea-ſide; and had no more of it, except an odd fit 


for years. do 1 Sought 1 had ſufficient reaſon to 


me to ſacrifice my ſelf in that manner. 


guard 


From thence in- 
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| ſhould not be tried with it any more. 
There never were ſo many of my friends in any 
Grevit before this, who deſired me to let them peti- 


tion Mr. W-ſ--y for my ſtay a ſecond year. Bot 'E 


did not ſuffer them, and I am glad I did not; for if 
all my friends in the circuit had petitioned for my 


Nay, they had all been denied, conſequently grieved; 


for Mr, W---n had a ſcheme on foot : he had paid 
his addrefles to a woman of property, and very 


nea rly allied to S. D. the broken farmer; but he 


had not been crowned with ſucceſs; but having 


contrived to take the broken farmer with his wife 


and family, to B.- d- d preaching houſe, where he 
ſettled himſelf a ſecond year; then making a ſecond 
attempt he carried off the prize. I with them all 
the bleſſings of a kind providence, and all the happi- 

neſs the conjugal ſtate can crown them with, but 


Hhaiis head was fo full of contrivance about this mar- 


riage affair, that it ſeemed he forgot all I had ſaid 
about the'ſea-ſide, it was nothing to him, whether 
I'funk or ſwam. So we were appointed for Devon 
ſhire. . 
When word came from the conference for me to 
go down into Devonſhire, I told my wife we would 
go and ſee the country, and if it was by the ſea- fide 
Thad no call from God to ſacrifice myſelf there; 
but Mr. W-ſ--y would be going down into Corn- 
wall m about fe weeks time ; and I would put 
him in mind of his promiſe, which he might have 
forgot in the hurry of buſineſs © That I never ſhould 
be tried with the ſea fide more.” Accordingly we 
prepared for our journey. But when we came to 
Columpton, tho' we found a loving people, there 


was no houſe for my wife to put her head in; this 


Was no trial to us, we believed we thould get a fur- 
: niſhed 


mg ag ut the fow- ſide : and Mr. W. Peil 


15 | 
furniſhed room or lodging, or ſomething, though 
the people told us over and over, they thought . 
could not get a room for any money. But the moſt 

of the circuit lay by the ſea ſide, fo I told the people 
they had no occaſion to provide a houſe for me. 
My wife travelled along with me in the cireuie 
about eight days, untill Mr. W-ſ--y came down un» - 
to the country, and we met him at Columpton, to 
lay our cate before him. But here the widow gen- 
tlewoman met us allo, wo had a claim as ſhe 
thought upon S. D. the b oken farmer for a conſi- 
gerable ſum of money, this is the broken farmer 1 
mentioned before. Pogo al GL IN 
The gentlewoman was married a ſecond time, and 
ber huſba d was preſent ; hkewite a little daughter 
which the bad by her firſt huſband, and a houte full 
of company; among whom were fix or ſeven Me- 
thodiſt preachers. The gentlewoman wanted her 1 
money, and declared if it was not paid peaceably, 
me ſhould be obliged to take ſome other courtes 3 
r | But Mr. G. W--d who then travelled along with 4 
- | Mr, W-ſ--y maintained before all the company, that 

| the never could get one ſingle farthing, and produced 

| the torementioned receipt, ö 
„ acknowledge the receiving of three notes 
amounting to ninety pounds in part of payment tor 
u hundred-and-ſeventy pounds, and whieh I ac- i 
knowledge tor the whole, untill D-y is able to pay || 
B © „ og 

Mr. G. W d waved this receipt over the heads of 
the people, to ſhew the Juſtice of S. D's cauſe, and 
the unjuſtneſs of the gentlewoman who came there 
to aſk for het money. He then gave me the receipt 
to read, that I might convince myſelf ef the truth 
of his aſſertions, As I have not the receipt by me, 
1 de not undertake to lay the above is word tor 
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word, but I have n not forgot the ſubſtance. Things 
ſtood thus in 1785 5, but Ido not ſay all that I might 


ſa 
When I laid my caſe before Mr. W- ſ--y he made 


no objection to my changing with ſome Pegebef ; 
and | and my wife to go to another circuit, more 


roper for my health. need not take up my time 
in repeating all that paſſed in public company, for 
more than half an hour together, 
But the Rev. Mr. W-fſ--y ſaid. . There is no 
place here for ſiſter Moorhouſe to live in, Billy 


„ M. Ils muſt write to Samuel E-w--ds by the next 
c poſt; and tell him this is a particular caſe; brother 
„ Moorhouſe is forever harraſſed with the : ague by 
£6 the ſea- ſide, and he muſt change with him! imme- 
% diately.” I defired Mr, M--lls to mention it in 
His letter to the Rewards at Borſlom, where Mr. 


E-w--ds then was; that I had my wife with me, 
and ſhould be glad ifa place could be provided for her 
to Ive in: and he very kindly promiſed me he 


would. This converſation laſted for half an hour in 
n public cc c pany; ſo that I and my wife could not 
be impoſed upon, except we had been ideots: and by 
virtue of that appointment, we ſet off for Borſlom 
- that afternoon; fully expecting Mr. M-l!'s letter 
being at Borſlon long before us. But when we had 
parted, Mr. W-1--y altered his mind, and a letter 
was wrote by a young man who was then in the 
company, and wrong directed, as if it had been done 


on purpoſe. So there was no letter wrote to Bor- 


ſlom: but I and my wife kept on our journey. 
When we got to Borſlom, the people had not 
Heard one word about us, but when 1 told them how 
it was, and the reaſon of our going there, they be— 
lieved me: and Mr. B. ſaid, I deſire that you and 
Mrs. Moorhouſe will make yourſelves content, we 


believe 


* 


has miſcarried, but you ſhafl be welcome at my" 


of the golpel; But ot is a a great favourite, and Fog 


W's 


believe there has VE ſome miſtake, or ſome letter 


houſes, untill this miſtake ſhall be cleared. up.“ 


Here we met with T. W. that ſwaggering tradeſman 
who wormed himſelf into the prieft's office, for a 


morcel of bread, as I have mentioned in a former 
page. My wife and I ſpent about a week among a 
loving people, who did not know that Mr. W- 


did " not. like me,” untill that gentleman came 
home, but then their eyes were opened. 


5 


The day T. W. came home, we were à few of us 


tovited about half a mile out of the town to drink 
tea. Mrs. W. had her reaſons for not going; Mr. 
W. had his reaſons for looking upon me and my 


wife as if we had ſtunk undec his noſe, and all the 


way we walked together, he looked like a bum 
bailif leading away two poor delinquents to ſome 


priſon ; he never fpoke one word to either of us all 


the way. At this time we had nor ſpoken one word 


concerning T. W. to any man or woman in that 
country, concerning his manner of getting into the 


connection; but he knew very well, that I and my 
wife both could tell, more than he wiſhed to here, 


and if we had ſtayed at Borſlom, he and*his-wife 


could not have ſet up for thoro'-bred gentlefolks 3 3. 


and this might offend him. 

On our return home, he walked on before the 
company with Mr. F.; and my wife broke out into 
a fit of crying, which R nt her natural diſpoſition 


to cry at inſult: but here ſhe could refrain no lon- 


ger, to ſee herſelf treated with ſuch contempt, by a 
man who cramed himſelf into the prieſts office for 


| bread; notwithſtanding many of the old preachers 
declared | in public at Leeds's conference, that he 


was not worthy to be admitted among the ptcachers. 


— — — | 
| 


| 1 | 

of the ſelect hundred, to affiſt in conference matters, 7 

and ſtands. enrolled. among © We whole names In 

dre under written,” in the magazine for 1785, = 

page 559 1 what an aſſiſtant to Mr. W -y ro inſult f. 
e 


them he does not like;“ and what an ornament p. 
to the methodiſt preachers; no wonder that. his 7 
wife muſt have a comfortable houſe neatly furniſhed, it 
where the ſociety can keep a maid to follow tue Ti 

miſtreſs with her great cgat and umbrella, in caſe it II 
Gould rain when the is on a viſit Ip. 
| But Mrs W. obſerved in public company, that it ar 
| - was ** owing to the neglegence of the aſſiſtants, that ] hi 
there were not houſes furniſhed in every circuit for Þþb 
the preachers wives.“ If all the met hodiſts had the 11 
good fortune of here and there an individual, t::ey th 
| might furniſh the preacher's houſes with maho» It. 
| ganv, but they are commonly a poor, plain, hard tr 
| Working people, that have little to ſpare, except th 
they thould run iuto debt, and that would be no 
VVhæù.... . 5. t 
When we got back to Mr. B's, we were talking Im 
about our long uncertain journey, and wondering '0 
what would be the iflue. Mr. W--k (aid, Sir, n. 
if it ſuits you and Mre. Moreh:.ulg you may go 7 
3 underſtand there is a voung man in Glouceſ- In 
terſhire that can ſupply your place.” I told him we * 
could make it {uit us; for we had a houſe ready to ) 
go to, and when I came into the connection, ] left 14 
no old debts. So here was dead ſilence; no man . 

I pake a word for ſome time. A little after, Mr. T. 0 

| W. called me out into the garden, to aſk me what I þ 

meant by ſaying I left no old debts.” I eaſily 

told him what 1 meant, and who |} meant, but he ; 


cried out, Mr, W--y atked me to travel; ] owe 
no man in the world a ſingle ſhilling ; and I never 
had ſo much money in ali my lite as | have at this 
| bes. eden. preſent,” 


* 


( 


prefer — ed him iF all the old preachers wers Ty 


miſtaken, who declared he was not Fee to be 
| admitted among the preachers of the goſpel, and if 
ſuch and ſuch things wth all lies, that had been 10. 


1 Het heb, and ſuch places. When he found 


* { knew more than he thovght J did, he turned 
it off ſaying ; It ſignifies nothing you and ] differs 


ing.“ So we directly went into the preaching _ 


Houfe to hear Mr. F. preach ; and immediately after 


preaching, Mr. W--k called a meeting of the ſtew= 
ards and leaders, and took care to make me look 


little in their fight, and laid down a ſhocking cata- 
logve of miſchiefs, that would inevitably follow, if 


] ſtayed in that circuit; that there would be o- 
thing but confuſion, and diſturbance, that I had 

tiken away his chatacter, and he did not chuſe ts. 
travel with me, and defired the itewards to ſtir up 


themſelves, to drive me away. 


onde to ſpeak to you for your good. Mr. Wk 
ſays you have injured his character, and he is not 
rilling to travel with you. We have had a meets 


4 lg about it; we know not what to do in this affair, 


Tr we deſire p-ace, And if Mr. R--n had come to 
zu this morning, I do afſire you he, would have 
old you a different tale, in a different ſpirit ; but 


he people pitched upon me to come and ſpeak to 


ou upon this ſubſect, and I defire you for your own 
od to go away. » The good man told me this 


le with ſuch conſternation and pathos, as if their 


ad been a mob gathering together, to drive me and 


--k play his cards well? 1 think he managed his 
Ka e 


The next morning a ſerious gentleman came and. 
call. d me out of the houſe, deftrmg - to ſpeak with 
: ſo when we got out, he ſaid; © Sir, | am 


y poor wife out of the town, Did not Mr, T. 


Tut as well as ever he did at any place, either is 
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8 Es had been ncar a month on its journey. 


En 


| Yejertierthire, Nottinghamſhire, or at the Looks 
conference, when he got into the prieſt s office for 
bread, to © travel as a fingle man ;” and then he. 
got his ſon into Kingſwood ſchool, and next his 
wife to be a gentlewoman : but he was one of the 
members of the Decd Poll,“ and one of.. We 
whoſe names are here under written,” and he knew 
J was out of favour, So he could fit down and 
Imoke five or fix pipes of tabaceo a day, and it is. 
not good for a man's health to ſmoke too many dry 
pipes; and then. preach about holineſs and perfec- 
tion, Pray God be gracious to. our Kae. that we: 
periſh not. 
have had many forrowful days in my life, among 
the methodiſt preachers, and that Sabbath was one. 


But being appointed to pteach at a neighbouring vile 
lage, took my wife behind me, and on our little. 


Journey, we had an opportunity of pouring out our. 

ſouls unto God, who ſeeth in ſecret, and. he water— 
ed us abundantly with his heavenly grace, but {till 
we had our feelings, for certainly nobody. was ever 
ſo infulted by a methodiſt preacher in the world, ot 
by an idle ſwaggering tradeſman either, as we were 


by Mr. T. W--k. About this time came Mr. B- 5 


It was to inform me, that Mr. W--y had altere 
his mind, and that J was to ſtop in Glouceſterſhire 


So the next morning being monday morning,;z I and 
my wife prepared for the Glouceſterſhire circuit, bu 


the ſtewards did not forget to enquire after M. 
W- -k's character. I told them as I had not fa 
any thing to any of them, I ſhould leave them as 
found them., Being driven away from Borſtom i 
uch a hurry, 1:had not received Mr. W--y's lette 
in anſwer. to one which Þ had wrote about fix da 
before a So. I deſued them if a "th 
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mould come for r me, to forward it after me to Wors 
ceſter. According to my expectation, a few days 
after we had left Borſlom, Mr. W--v's letter came 
to hand, andthe people at Borflom had the aſſurance 
to break it open m oder to fee the contents. And 
Mr. W. y obſerves « | ordered you to Devonſhire 
and no where elſe ” this js not true. But as he wan». 
ted to drive me out of the conn«Qion it was oy leſs 
matter. But 1 ſay Mr. W--y Cut me to Biflam, 


and 1t was ſettled m public company at Columpion.“ 
Again, And there you might have ſtaved”” 1 could 
not, Becauſe of the ſea air which anivertally gives 


me the ague I permitted, but never o dered you ? 


a fine logical turn, but | did not atk to go to Borſlom 
no more than I aſked to go to Paris, how then did 
the Rev. Mr. W--y give me a permit? I was poſi- 
tively ſent to Borſlom. But what muſt my onda 
at Borſlom' think when this letter was broke open 


among them? and they found [ went thither with- 
out orders ? they would naturally think that Mr. 


W.-k's account of me was true, that I was in. diſ- 


grace, that 1 was travelling from place to place to 
get my ſelf into any circuit for a price of bread, and 
that Mr, W--y Wanted to have me out of the con- 


nection. And another cloſe at the bottom of the lets 
ter would confirm the above conjeftures If B. 


E-w--ds is willing to to take the place of Ph-l--p 
H-d--ftle, yoo may tak his place,” obſerve, /B. 


_ E--w--ds is willing, But if B. t-w--ds was not 
willing to go, there was no place mentioned where 
1 ſhould go to at all. 

A gentleman wha ſaw this ill-natured. letter has 
it was written, and ſaw it was deſigned to block up 


my way, to grieve me afreſh, and drive me out of 


the nec ien ſaid to Mr. W--v, „Sir, Mr. Moor- 
houſe has travelled a long while, he has broke his 
1 conſtitution 


( 
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each the other ſome time longer. 


<onftitution in the work, and I never heard any 


thing that was bad of him in all my life, his health 


is not good, and if you turn him out of the connec» 
* . tion, what muſt he do ?” But the Rev. Mr. W, 


zeplied, ** If his health be bad, and if he cannot 
work, that is nothing to me what he is to do: he 
has wrote me a very impertinent letter,” I will lay 


this down before them who.will hear me. I took | 
what money I had got together with my hand-la- 
bour, when I began to be a travelling preacher, I 
ſpent it all in the Lord's ſervice ; I had then tra- 
velled thirteen years, I had broke my conſtitution in 
that ſphere of life, ſo that I could not work for my 
bread : I had been very ill uſed over and over, and 
I did not think it a fin againſt god to complain, but 
then I muſt be turned out of the connection for it, 


and if | cannot work for my bread, I may ſtarve, "x 
go to my pariſh in diſgrace, what is that to the 


Rev. Mr, W--y. Well may Solomon obſerve, and 
with ſoriow | repeat it, „As a roaring lion, and as 
a ranging bear; ſo is a wicked ruler over the poor 
people.“ Prov. xxviii. 15. May the Lord deliver 
me and my poor wife from their roaring, ranging 
Per. C | 
he eyes of the Lord run too and fro' through 


the whole earth. But how this dirty letter would 


raiſe Mr,W-k's ſpirits afreſh ; I had left him victor 


in tull paſſcſſion of the happy field at Borſlon; 


and Mr. W--y's untrue letter crowned him as 


Conqueror. Let Mr. W-+y and 


T. W--k crown 


Mr. R. ſeems to be a mau of an uncommon ſpi- 


Tit, and thinks all he does becomes him. So when 
that letter of mine from Mr. W--y was broke open, 
de wrote, As Mr. W--y has left it to Mr. Ed- | 
Wards and as. One would think this gentleman | 


had 


(77) 


had been at ſome capital place for his education, and 
that he liad pet fectly learnt the logie of the day, for 

5 I cannot find any thing like that great word © USP : 
in all the whole letter: well but, „Mr. E- Weeds 
1s determined to — and we are determined to keep 


him. | q of hu R- b. uff. 
Borſlom, Sep. 17 =P 


This letter was then lealed up and ſent after me „ 
to Worceſter 
When I had been at Borſlom' a Faw days, the 
ſtewards met together, and were about to ſend a pe- 
tition to Mr. W--y to confirm my ſtaying tliere, hot 
that they had any thing apainſt Mr. f. they thought 
him a good young man, but I and my wife had had = | 
ſo much riding about, it was time for us to ſettle | 
| Tomewhere. Mr. E-w--ds was very kind, and ſaid 
he would change with me as ſoon as Mr. W. s let- 
ter ſhould come, appointing him where he ſhovld 
q go; but when Mr. W--k came home, he opened 
1 the eyes both of Mr. E. and the ſtewards ; ſo no y 
it runs; Mr. E. is determined to ſtay, and we : Are 
E: determined to keep him.” 
I Mr. R--n had known the truth of the Hatter 
5 he might have ſaved his credit as well as his trouble 
» | in breaking my letter open; for if I had not ſtayed 
41 at Worceſter, I ſhould have gone home as Mr. Wk 
| had adviſed me; and when] had printed and pub- 
* liſhed my reaſons for ſo doing, where would Mr. 
* | W--k have gone to? 
0 = We uit got to Worceſter | in time to prevent the 
{ale of the houſehold furniture which belonged to 
the circuit, and had been occupied by the -other , 
preacher's wife. Mr. H-II had got to hear, that 1 
and my wife, were tofled on the billows of uncer- 
1. tainty, and we were likely to come to an anchorage 
in Worceſter, he wrote to me upon the ſubject, n= 
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However, when we got into the circuit, the youn 
man relinquiſhed his place, having been ee 
in getting a horſe; but when we had got to Wor. 


(5 ) 


de could not tell either where, or when, his letter 


would find me: the next day, or upon the day he 


wrote, he ordered a young man into the circuit to 


fill up the place; and likewiſe ordered the houſhold 

rniture to he-ſold, and promifed the ſtewards he 
would do all in his power, that they ſhould never 
have a preacher's wife at Worceſter ſo long as they 
lived. Obſerve, he is one of the members of the 
new ** Deed Poll ” conference, and one would na- 


turally immagine he knew that Mr. W.-y did 


not like me; and that he ſhould have a reward 
for aſſiſting to throw me out of the connection. 


* 


ceſter, the ſtewards told us, they durſt not let us 


make uſe of the furniture, untill Mr. H-Il ſhould be 
acquainted, and give contrary orders ; for they were 
to be fold, and the money was already condemned. 
After A Mr. H-1] we were permitted to 


ſettle at Worceſter, after a ride backward and for- 


ward of four hundred and eighty miles, in fix weeks 
time, double horſed, often in the rain, and ſome- 
times in the duſt; and the Worceſter circuit lies 
only thirty-four miles from the Bradford circuit, 
from whence we ſet out. The wheel of Providence 
is full of eyes, both within and without 
The people thought we had: had a long, trying, 


* 


expenſive journey; untill Mr. H- Il told them it was 


along of ourſelves ; then pity ceaſed, and ſuſpiciong 


— . n a ants 


PART 


the connection, and fo univerſally degraded. 


1 rence were Lords; and I, with a number of my 
more honourable brethren, were become bond-ſer- 


vuants to all their laws; and however we were uſed, 
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12 SHALL now begin to tell what Das: erich 


was, for which I was fo ſuddenly turned out of 


I confidered that the members of Chis Wt 


or abuſed, we had no way left us for any redreſs of 
grievances ; - and however it might be - with others; 
ſaw I could get no redreſs. I had told my 
aſs to ſeveral preachers to no good purpoſe ;. I hal 
wrote to the Rev. Mr. W--y over and over, and 1 


had told him that if I was inſulted much more; L 
did not chuſe to bear it, I had long born ſlander and 
| abuſe; I looked for a change, and there was a 
change for the worſt, untill I and my wife muſt be- 


the 


ort of any idle tradeſman who could get into 
the ck s office for bread, if ſuch like can but 


fatter Mr. W--y, they care for no man. I knew 
no man was to be permitted to be preſent at any. 
conference, except he was wrote for by name. I was. 
ſenſible I ſhould not be ſent for, I had behaved my» _ 
ſelf fo ill at Briſtol conference in 1580, in oppeſing 


rmer 


Mr. W--y ſo much about taking the broken f 


with a Wife and family, into the connection for 
bread; and I did not fee any occaſion to be inſulted 


2 | by 


C800 


by one honourable member of this new conference, 


one year; and then by another, another year, as 1 


had been; and yet after all the inſult and abuſe, 


that the 7 Mr. W--y had powered out upon me, 
and encouraged others to do ſo too, the love and re- 


gard that I had for him was ſo great, I was not wil- 


ling the public ſhould ever know how ] had been 
uſed among the methodiſt preachers ; and again, 

the love I bore to the methediſts, as a body of peo- 
ple, was ſo great, that I was not willing theſe things 
Jthould ever come abroad by my hands; fo I 
thought of a new method, which was this. 


I lat down and wrote a very long letter containing 


ſeven or eight ſheets of paper; laying down ſome of 

the ill uſage I had met with from time to time; the 
evil things that l had ſeen among ſome great men; 
the unchriſtian manner in which the chancery deed, 
or the © Deed Poll“ was drawn up, with ſome re- 


marks on the lordly ſpirit of ſome of We whoſe 


names are underwritten ;”” and the uſage my wife 
and I had met with at Borflom, from that capital 
member of the Decd Poll” Mr. W--k : with a 
number of other articles, too tedious to mention here. 
And] ſettled it in my mind, that every travelling 


preacher ſhould have one of theſe letters ; but to 


write them, ſeven or eight ſheets of paper on both 
ſides in very ſmall writing, two hundred times over, 
would be almoſt endleſs. So I went down to Briſtol 
in Junc 786, and got this letter printed as private 
1 could ; And when this was done, I ſealed up 


every letter, and directed them with my own hands. 


* hkewitc put every letter into different poſt- offices 
with my own hands, and I did not mention one 
Word to any friend in the country. Nay, there 


were nine preachers in Ireland, to whom could 


not direct my letters with any degree of certainty ; 


and 


and for fear they ſhould miſcarry, and fall into-the 


hands of ſome ſtranger, I directed them to the care 

of Mr. R. who was then ſtationed in Dublin, thinks \, 

| ing he would direct them properly; but the good 

| man returned them back again to me, charged with 
double poſtage. This was a bright thought, he 

| | diſcovered' a fine genius; and as , is one of the _ — 

, | members of this new © Deed Poll” he may per- 

form wonders one day or another. 

: Theſe nine returned letters fell into the hands of 


. J. H- II (at Everſham in Worceſterſhire) another of 
the honourable members of the ** Deed Poll“ he 
broke one of them open, and a gentleman was diſ- 
patched (I believe by the ſtage-coach) to Woreeſt- 
er, to alarm my friends there, and to ſhew them 
what wickedneſs I had done. Oue of the preach= 
ers at Briſto] got one, and a gentleman tradeſman 
was diſpatched by the coach to Glouceſter, Worceſ- 
ter, and ſome other places in the circuit, to make 
| a moſt horrid uproar, and to tell he knew not what, 
The fame preacher came to Stroud in Glouceſterſhire | 
to alarm my friends there, he made them believe 1 
had-made it public, that my letter was fold all over 
Briſtol; and all that I could ſay to the contrary was 
of no uſe. One pgentlewoman in particular, who 
had long profeſſed a large meaſure of religion, was 
ſo alarmed that ſhe could hear no reaſon, no more 
than a wild bull in a net. She ſtormed, and turned 
round upon the floor, and cried “ O! what have 
vou done? Mr. Moorhouſe what have you done? 
you have flandered the greateſt man in the world, 
you have flandered the preachers : O! what have 
you done?” [T anſwered, I have kept the whole 
as private as I could poſſibly keep it; I have ſent 
each travelling preacher a private letter, but I have 
_ expoſed nobody, the ſubject was among — 
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| ng preachers, and I had mentioned it in my print» 
ed letter, that no preacher: ſhould divulge any thing 
that was mentioned in that piece: but the again 


to heaven, contradidting all 1 ud in the mo 
paſitive manner, that any vulgar ploughman could 


da: and Aae me the lie over and over, I w 
out, ſhe ſhut the door, and farewell. 


* 


4s woold wiſh to be by my frien 


Before this time I was gl rep cted at ſtroud 


s in any place 


| while I live. They had given me many prefling 
invitations to take my wife, that they might have 


an opportunity of ſhewing their love and reſpect to 
vs both; and this was the time that I had taken 


may Wife, to experience their love and friendſhip :: 
ut the door was ſhut. It ſeemed as if I aud my 
wife were appointed for flander and abuſe, and the 


Lord was about to try how much we could b 


ear, 
and had it not been for his ſupporting grace, we had 
ſunk under the oppreſſive weight long ſince. But 
il in the land of the 
living, and our faces are Zion-wards, in ſpite of all 
oppoſition. Here I was told the preaching-houſe 
door would have been ſhut. againſt: me, but for fear 


bleſſed be his name, we are ſti 


of the diflenting congregations noticing it. If ever 


I come to Stroud while I live, I will afk leave of 
ſome of thoſe diſſenting miniſters, to let me preach 
in ſome of their preaching. houſes; I will recom-- 
mend Chriſt Jeſus as the Saviour of ſinners, and a 


great one. Glory be to his name, he has been my 


God and Saviour, a friend that ſticketh cloſer than a 
brother. Here I received a letter from Mt. B-d-u, 
cone of the members of this new conference, nearly 


a follows, 


When you was: at Briſtol you was not well; 
I was ſorry for you, but how: was I Weck i 


, + &' 


turned round upon the floor, lifting up her hands 
had {aid in the moſt. 


alked 


TT 


* 


yori been printing the moſt conſummate non- 


enſe that ever diſgraced a preſs.” May, I ca 
mention a piece of more conſummate nonſenſe ® 
| than ever I was capable of writing: I mean that in 
the Arminian Magazine for 1785, page 549; Which 
is introduced with ** We whole names are under- 
written,” and then graced off with the names. of 
fixty-nime methodiſt preachers ;. and likewiſe that 
paragraph in the Journals the houſe ” at Britt 
conference, 1786, when you baptized the deed, ane 
Jane t he Deed ek... 
And another paragraph in the minutes, the pro- 
duction of the ſame conference; 1 think is rather 
worſe than ** conſummate nonſenſe,” which runs 
nearly thus, “ Let no more preaching houſes be 
built, nor collections made for that purpoſe, except 
the undertakers will give ſecurity that the houſe 
ſhall be ſettled upon the conference plan as ſoon as 
it is finiſhed.” As I have not a copy of thoſe mi- 
nutes by me, I do not ſay that the above is word 
for word, bur it is the ſubſtarice of that paragtaph 
alluded to, and I think “ dr/graced the preſs.” Now 
I would aſk any man of common ſenſe if he thinks 
Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord, ever 
hunted with more diligence to de a great man; 
than ſome of the leading members of this new con- 
ference are hunting fot power, over all the preach- 
ing- houſes, dwelling-houfes, and all the preachers 
young and old; who are not mentioned in the 
„% Deed Poll;“ to be their ſervants ? the defire of 
power has been the downfall' of churches, ſtates, 
and nations; what will you invent the next con- 
feretice ? to go to law with that man who ſhall 
dare to oppoſe, or expoſe any of your meaſures ? 
But more of this by and bl. 
Twenty or'thirty years ago, the methodiſt prea- 


chers 
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chers uſed to be begging money to build preaching 

houſes ; telling the people what a glorious thing it 
was to give a little money to build a houſe for God; 
it might be a means of ſaviug many precious ſouls 
for whom Chriſt died: and d6ubtleſs, building 
houſes for God may have the ſame bleſſed tenden- 
cy ſtill, to ſave many precious ſouls ; if the under- 
takers will ſettle the houſes upon the conference-plan, but 
of not, let no houfes be built, no collections made, no ſouls 
ſaved upon that plau. Lord Jeſus ſhew thyſelf the 


ſinnec's friend. I am aſtoniſhed ! I am even at my 


wits end, when I think of theſe things. 


From Stroud, I and my wife came to Glouceſter : 


but here our friends had been thrown into the utmoſt 


confuſion, by a courrier arrived with diſpatches from 


Briſtol by the ſtage coach a few days before us. 


They could ſtand their 8 no longer; but they 


had recourſe to an excellent remedy ; it does my ſoul 
good when ever I think upon them. They appoint- 


ed a day for faſting, and prayer, the day before 1 


entered that ancient city; and among the many pe- 
titions they put up to God for general bleſſings; they 


put up ſome petitions for me, for they had heard 


that I was turned an apoſtate, and was laying waſte 
the church of God, deſtroying the work of the Lord 


and ſacrificing his ſervants. May God bleſs thoſe 
People with the choiceſt of his bleſſings ; I will pray 
for them ſo long as I live, becauſe they prayed for 


me in my diſtreſs. From thence we came to Wor- 


ceſter, here our friends had ſtood the ſhock with 


becoming fortitude, and patience, notwithſtanding 
two couriers had arrived there by the ſtage-coaches 


with diſpatches, one from Mr. B-d-n at Briſtol, and 


the other from Mr. H-ll at Everſham, two honour- 
able members of the conference: they anſwered, 


„ 3 
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they had not ſeen any thing! in my conduct contrary... 
to religion ; and they thould not begin to make an 


uproar for they knew not what ; ſo they heard me - 


| preach quietly, the moſt of them as uſual. 
But when we-had been at Worceſter a few days, 
there came a letter from Mr. H-ll to one of the 


ſtewards at whole houſe I and my. wife had lodged, 


as follows, 


Mr. Weſley informs me in a letter that Mr. 
Moorhouſe is not to preach any more in any of our 
ſocieties. I have wrote to Mr. Moorhouſe and you, 
you will not have the letters I underſtand fince, till 


Tueſday morning 3 and as Moorhouſe will be leav= 
ing Worceſter on Tueſday morning, and going | ba 
Tewkſbury, if not informed before of this affair; 
the ſteward you will {ce what Iwiſh you to attend to 
in this wretched affair.” _ 

Obſerve ; Mr. H-l1 was to be at Worceſter 3 in his 


turn to preach on Saturday, and this letter came to 


hand on Monday; ; but, you <4 ſee what I with you 
to attend to ;”” drive Moarhoufe and his wife out of 


| the town before I come. He is a fit man to govern. 


his older brethren, and to inſult any preacher. whom 
„ Mr. W--y does not like.“ , 


The next day the two. forementianed letters came 


to hand, wherein Mr. H-Il had contrived to ſend. 


me out of the circuit as pennyleſs as poflible ; this: 
occaſioned me to take my horſe, and ride over to 


meet that gentleman, and ſettle matters in a dif- 
ferent way. Here he gave me my nine returned 


letters, one of which he had broke open; and for 
which I paid 16s. 6d. he lifted up his hands, ſpread 
his fingers; and exclaimed, . ** You have expoſed 
yourſelf to the law; your er is a libel, and it does 


not * ee ir be falſe or true, you are ex- 
M poſed ; 
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poſed to the law.” ls there no law for breaking let- 
ters open? 

I have travelled with preachers who have had 
twelve or fourteen ſhillings a quarter, paid by the 
ſteward of the circuit for how-dy-1you-d letters; but 
mine contained ſomething elſe beſide Pow-do- -you-do, 
ſo I paid for them myſelf. 

Ihe next day came a letter from Briſtol, contrived 
J have no doubt by Mr.----- , one of the honourable 
members of the Deed Poll,“ It runs thus. Sir; 


when you was in Briſtol, you called at my houſe in 


the character of a methodiſt-preacher, I gave you a 
kind invitation to lodge at my houſe during the con- 
ference; but as I find ſince, you have wrote vile 
ſlanders againſt our worthy aged miniſter John 
Weſley, and other worthy characters: this is to 
acquaint you that I ſhall not receive you, &c.” 
iI think the ſame hand directed this letter, whoſe 
head contrived it: he is a man of fine abilities, he is 
capable of inſulting any preacher whom © Mr. W. 
does not like“ compleatly. Notwithſtanding Mr. 
H-11's charge to the ſteward, ** you will ſee what [ 
with you to attend too.“ He let my wife ſtay quietly 
to waſh up her linen, and then we left the place 
without further trouble, July, 1786. having recourſe 
to our old method when we rode acroſs the country 
from Borſlom, about nine months before this time, 
heartily praying, and tenderly weeping for miles to— 
gether, to ſee the downfall of religion among metho- 
diſt preachers; and the ſcandalous uſage, I and my 
wife had met with from them. But blefled be the 
great God, we are on our journey home; tho de- 


graded by the methodiſt preachers. And when 


we ſhall ſee Jeſus as he is, we will caſt our crowns 
at his feet, and we fhall forget our ſorrowful 
ing: that we had when we left Worceſter, for 


God 


3 


God ſhall wipe away all tears from our eyes, and we 


will rejoice with our dear miſtaken friends at Wor- 
ceſter, Glouceſter, and Stroud ; with all them out 
of every nation who feared God, and by his grace 
wrought righteouſneſs, _ 

Some may ſay, I would have gone to conference. 
So I would, if I had had any favours to have aſked ; 
and that good man, the Rev. Mr. Fl-tch- r, to have 
interceded for me with prayers and tears, upon his 


knees an hour at a time. But firſt, I had no favour 
to alk ; and ſecondly, the Rev. Mr. Fl-tch-r was 


gone to Abraham's boſom : ſo I had no buſineſs at 
the conference. 


Again, the Rev. Mr. Weſley had fa wid, that 


1 ſhould preach no more in any of his ſocieties. 
And Mr. H-ll had wrote ta the ſteward at Wor- 
ceſter, “you will ſee what I with you to attend to 
in this wretched affair ;”” drive Moorhouſe and his 
wife out of Worceſter before J come, which is five 
days hence. Again; my friend at Briſtol, who had 


invited me to lodge at his houſe, was perſuaded 3 
write me word, This is to acquaint. you, that 1 


ſhall not receive you.” Now I will atk any man of 


common ſenſe, what credit he thinks the methodift 


preachers pain, by telling that idle-headed tale, u 
and down the nation: Mr. Moorhouſe ſhould have 
gone to conference by all means.” What lame logic. 


By a majority of the conference, which was about 


three weeks after I was turned out, my name was 


publiſhed in the magazine, that I had; < defiſted *? 


and the preachers told the ſame tale up and down 
in the circuits, and blackened me as one of the 
vileſt wretches that ever was in the connection fince 
methodiſm exiſted,” and told it in the neighbourhood = 
that I was a man that **0ught not to be encouraged.” 


Equity once dwelt among the ancient heathens 
at Athens, but N gained ground ſo faſt; and 


3 * encroached 


ee 
eneroached upon her dominions with ſuch rapid ty- 
ranny; that ſhe was obliged to fly, and leave the place 
to his ſhameleſs government. She fled from place 


to place, being ſo hotly purſued by her enemies 
(iniquity and political tyranny ;) that ſhe could ne- 
ver ſtay long at any one place. Laſt of all ſhe failed 
for England, and erected a noble temple called the 
court of equity or conſcience. To this noble court 


many of the Britons flew for juſtice ; but ſhe being 
'a foreigner, was obliged to have interpreters, who 
pretended to devout their lives to her ſervice, but cor- 


rupted her laws for bribes, by their falſe interpreta- 


tions. She ſeeing her enquiries after juſtice in jured 
from time to time, one day called her interpreters 


to an account for it; who conſpired againſt her, and 


gave her many grievous wounds upon a public 
court day; and doubtleſs would have ſlain her out- 
right; had ſhe not fled and eſcaped out of the coun- 


try . (probably to the Weſt Indies, or the back ſet- 
tlements of America,) but her interpreters keep 
their places, ſtill proclaiming loudly, „ Equity 
dwells here ;”” but it is falſe, the is baniſhed, and lit- 
tle but the name left. Iniquity, Flattery, Policy, 
Obſervers of times, Men-plealers, Tyrannical Op- 
preſſion, and Abule for the afflited dwells here, and 


where equity now reſides, I think it is hard to tell: 


but when I am in purſuit after her, I ſhall paſs by 
ſome great mens doors, where I once thought the. 


dwelt. 


I had one friend in Leiceſterſhire with whom the 


preachers had little or no connection at that time, 


conſequently had not the opportunity of calumnia- 


ting my character at that houle ; but as the Rev. 
Mr. W-t--y travelled acroſs that country about the 
ſame time that | was © Expelled ;” a young man 
who travell-d with him went to my friends houſe 
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on purpoſe to degrade me, and cried out, «The 
preachers will go to law with Mr. Moorhouſe: : and 
if he was here, I would prove him a liar to his face“ 
not ſo faſt D-k-y, you would do it much better when 
I was eighty miles off. It was amazing to hear the 
Noiſe and uproar that was made about me among the 
methodiſts, who were ſet on by ſome of the preach- 
ers, being the conſequence of my private letter, if 
if it had been public, there would have been ſtrange 
work no doubt, for one half of the people, and in 
ſome places, nine-tenths, neither knew what they 
heard, nor what they ſaid, only they heard ſay He 
has wrote againſt Mr. W--y, This was enough: it 
alarmed the people, they were like thoſe who join 
in the cry A mad dog, a mad dog ;” they did 
not give themſelves time to think. Some may ſay 
that my letter was one of the moſt provoking pieces 
that ever was wrote, but I think there is a piece in 
the Arminian magazine for Auguſt 1786, page 456 
| much more provoking ; only the man to an $4 it 
was addreſſed was a man of much more patience 
than ſome of We whole names are under- 
written.“ 
8 Auguſtus Car fitting in judgment, Macænas 
&« was preſent ; and perceiving that he was about 
to condemn ſeveral perſons, endeavoured to get 
up near him; but being hindered by the croud, 
„he wrote in a ſchedule Surge, carnefas ; “ Riſe, 
„ nangman *” and threw the note into Cæſar's lap. 
« Cxzfar immediately aroſe, and came down with» 
e out condemning any perſon to death: and fo far 
© was he from taking this reprehenſion ill, that he 
* was much troubled he had given ſuch cauſe for 
& it.” But, *We whole names are underwritten”? 
profeſs a different religion than Auguſtus Cæſar, and 
lo they W they have a different Practice. * 
OW 


complain of any unkind uſage : 
worſe ; and one may lord it over them one year, and 
another the next, and ſo on. 


me ction. 


priviliges: 
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Now what are Th other preachers to expect who 


are bond-ſervants to the members of conference? 


they may be driven hither, and thither, and if they 
they may be wh 


And if they can but 
grieve any of the preachers, year after year, untill 


they dog them out of the connection, they reap a 
be by it; as the preachers pay half a guinea a 


year into a fund, deſigned for the relief of preachers 


5 widows, and fatherlels children ; ; together with the 


old worn out preachers, who continue in the con- 
But if any man be turned out for immoral 
conduct, or deſiſt from travelling; he loſes all thoſe 
ſo if they can grieve an old preacher that 
has travelled ever ſo long and has a wife and chil- 


dren ; and can find any colour of pretence to turn 
him out of the connection ; then publiſh his name 


in the magazines, and tell the world he“ deſiſted;“ 


the conference reaps the following benefits 


Firſt, it thins the connection of preachers wives, 
and there is a houſe left for another preacher's 
wife ; probably a broken farmer's. (Will you call 
for proof ?) Secondly ; if the man has broks his 
N and cannot work, what is that to the 


conference? he may go to his pariſh. Thirdly ; 


if he die and leave a widow with any children, and 
they come to want, what is that to the conference! 


| her huſband ** deſiſted they may go to their pa- 


riſh. Fourthly; when he is driven out of ths 


conncction by unfair, not to ſay unchriſtian uſuage; 
he leaves all the money that he has paid into the 
preachers fund; and this ſtrengthens it for the ri- 


ſing generation : nor do I ſpeak by gueſs. 
Firſt; when I went into the connection I had 
about e pounds, which L had faved with hard 


labour 7 


labour: I let it all go in the Lord's work. Second- — || 
ly; when I was married, there was no proviſion 1! 
for my wife: for peace's ſake ſhe lived upon pota- 
toes and ſalt, milk and bread, and the like. When 
ſhe died, I had not fix- pence to help to bury her. 
Thirdly ; there was a tradeſman who could hve 
no longer, except he would bend to work, taken in- 
to the connection about four months after the death 
of my wife; who got his ſon to Kingſwood ſchool, | 
and his wife to be maintained as a thorough gentle- 
woman, out of the ſubſcriptions of poor, hard 
working people. Fourthly, the next conference a 
broken farmer was taken into the prieſt's office, and 
as he was a favourite, there was plenty of proviſion 
in the church for his wife and four, which increaſed 
to ſix, ſeven, or eight children 3 ſome at Kingſwood 
ſchool, and ſome in the circuit where their father 
| preached, Fittly ; when I found fault with theſe 
| things, I was inſulted, which cauſed me to come 
plain, and then I was inſulted worſe, and put to all 
the inconvenience the conference could well think 
„Jof; ſending me and my wife from place to place, 
s | almoſt five hundred miles double horſed ; and 
U blocking my way up both at Borſlom, and Wor- 
is | ceſter, as I have ſhewn before; and a law being 
je | Made that no perſon ſhould be permitted to be pre- 
; fent at any conference, only ſuch as were wrote for 
d by the Rev. Mr. W--y by name, cauſed me in the 
J Sixth place, to write a circular letter to all the 
a- travelling preachers, to let them know how I had 
hs | been uſed ; this letter contained a number of difa— 
e; | greeable truths, which I charged the preachers to 
he] keep ſecret, and I kept it as ſecret as it could be 
ri- | Kept with the doing of it at all; I never ſhewed 
one letter to either friend or confidant, till after I 
Was turned out of the connection. 


Seventhly; 
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Seventhly; I was turned out of the connection 
after fourteen years ſervice, as nearly pennyleſs as 


Mr. H-11 could contrive ; and all the money that 1 
had paid into the preachers fund for thirteen years, 

beſides my — an Was entirely ſunk and 
loſt. 


Eightly; my name was then publiſhed in the 


Arminian magazine, and the public were told that 
I had “ deſiſted which I look upon a moſt ſcan- 
dulous flander ; not to ſay thoſe who pubiſhed it, 
knewit was a groundly falſhood. _ 
Ninthly; I was degraded all over the country 
where-ever I have travelled, or from what quarter I 


have hadany intelligence; as if the methodiſt preach- 
ers were determined I ſhould ſtarve to death : that 


nobody ſhould employ me in any branch of buſineſs, 
whereby I might procure the neceffaries of life, and 


if I ſet up in any kind of buſineſs, that nobody 


ſhould trade with me, Mr. H---n told my neigh- 
bours, “ I was à man that ought not to be encour- 
aged. 5 
Tenthly ; I am threatened, and menaced with | 
that Now ſharp thraſhing inſtrument having 


teeth the law,“ in caſe I make any oppoſition 


to the practice of the new © Deed Poll“ confer- 
_ ence, or dare to tell the public how I have been a- 
buſed by its honourable members. What a por- 
trait of the Holy Inquiſition ; and what reaſon I 


and my wife has A bleſs God that we are not under 


papiſh government; if we were, I am ſorry that I 

have any reaſon to fay, or believe. that we ſhould 
have been burned at a ſtake long ſince, 
Jou have done me ſhame; you have dealt unjuſt- 
1y with me; you have abuſed, and flandered me, 


1 d not expect ſuch treatment from you, when 1 


for 
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ſet out as a renn Henna 1 do you think! it is | 
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for your credit; or the honour of that doctrine that 


has long been preached among the methodiſts? but 


what will you go to © law ” with me for? am I be- 
come your enemy becauſe I tell you the truth? ther * 
are many preachers who know that it is truth. 


Will you go to law with me becauſe I ſay my firſt 


wife lived upon potatoes and ſalt, at Newcaſtle upon 
Tyne ? or for ſaying, that there was ſuch a tradeſ- 
man as T. W---k taken into the connection? 17782 
or for ſaying that a broken farmer was taken 
s office for bread for himſelf, and fa- 

mily, when he could get bread no longer with farm- 
ing in 1779 ? there are many preachers who know 
that what J ſay is truth, but if you call for proof 
] muſt go down into a marſhy country by the ſea- 
fide, I am at no loſs for proof, and that you very 


into the prie 


well know. HN 
But one will ſay the Engliſh laws are very ſtrict 
concerning a man's character: I am glad of that; 
but did the conference know this when they pub— 


hihed my name in the magazine as “ defiſting, '* 


|  tho' they knew it was a groundleſs untruth before 
they publiſhed it? or did that courier know this, 


who came with diſpatches from Mr. B--n of Briſtol, 


to Glouceſter, Worceſter, and ſome other places by 
the ſtage coach; and was ſo dilligent among the 


ſtewards, going from houſe to houle, in order to 


calumniate my character thoroughly? or did that 
courier who came with diſpatches from Everſham, . 
know this; when he came to Worceſter by the 
ſtage coach with an open letter in his hand, which 
ka bach broke open by Mr. H-Il, one of the mem- 


bers of conference ? or did that honourable member 


know this, when he broke my letter open; and 
difpatched it by a courier to Worceſter, for the in- 
; and this courier to ca- 


ſpection of the ſtewards 
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lumniate my character again from houſe to houſe ? 


or did that honourable member T. W- -k know this, 
when he calumniated my character to the leaders 


and ſtewards at Borſlom, untill one of the ſtewards 


came to tell me for my good 10 leave the place ?" 
Or did thoſe gentlemen in Staffordſhire know any 
thing of the Britiſh conſtitution. ? when they broke 


my letter open, and wrote a little more inſult to the 


abuſe there was in it already, and ſent it after me to 
Worceſter ? Oc did Mr. H--n know this, when he 
ſlily blackened me in my neighbourhood by telling 
the people I was a man that ** ought not to be en- 
couraged ?” Or has there been a new law lately 
made about mens characters, that you are forever 


threatening me with law? But ſtop a little; will 


you ſhame yourſelves quite out? is ** the helm 4 * 
reaſon loft ? will you make religion fink in the noſtrils 
7 „ hackney-coachmen ?“ J. P--d, are there no 
laws for We whoſe names are underwritten?“? 


are the laws only made for thoſe whom you expell, 


and put out, for any cauſe which to the confer= 
ence my ſeem fit or neceflary ?”” Or have you adopt- 
ed the plan of the Papiſh prieſts, not to go to law 


with a brother prieſt, but firſt degrade him, and 
then deliver him over to the ſecular arm? 


My ſoul is burdened while I write ; my heart is 
fit to bleed while I meditate on theſe things, to ſee 
how religion 1s ſunk among ſome great and good 


men; or I am gone quite blind. 


But ſuppoſe you go to law with me, you have the 
advantage; you can make collections throughout 

the three kingdoms ; and you may buy law for mo- 

ney, fo if you could ruin me, and ſell up the little 


property my wife had before I married her, and fend 


me to a jail and her to the workhouſe, after all the 
1candalous uſage we have met with from you al- 
. 5 ready; 
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ready ; would it raiſe your reputation ? indeed it 


might ſtrike a terror into the poor old preachers, 


your ſervants ; they might lay their hands upon 
their mouths, but what 1 ſay would remain as it is, 
only more confirmed. For be aſſured, I have a ſyſ- 
tem of conference- logic by me, which never a 
preacher in the conference can deny. e 


Of all the things that ever I heard with my ears, 


or ſaw with my eyes; nothing was ever ſo aſtoniſh- 


ing, as the conduct of ſome of the methodiſt preach- 


ers. But are theſe the ſalutary laws of the Britiſh 
_ conſtitution ? that a man may be inſulted, abuſed, 


_ degraded, and flandered, all over two or three na- 
tions, ſo that he may be hifled at, let him ſettle 

wherever he will; and if he makes any public de- 

fence, fue him at the common law, ruin him, and 


then ſend him to priſon for life? What ſay ye, ye 
judges of the earth: ye that ride upon white affes ? 


is this the glory of the Britiſh conſtitution?: 


But one cries out, All that you have met with is 


long of yourſelf.” I acknowledge it. In the 1 Kings, 
chap. 20. we have an account of Ahab king of Iſ- 
rael conquering Ben-hadad king of Syria, and mak- 


ing peace with him, contrary to God's defign. One 
of the ſons of the prophets was ſent to meet Ahab 

returning from the victory, and ſaid unto him; 
« Thus faith the Lord; becauſe thou haſt let go 


out of thy hand, a man whom I appointed to utter 


deſtruction ; therefore, thy life ſhall go for his life; 
and thy people for his people. And the king of 


Iſrael went to his houſe heavy and diſpleaſed,” with 
the prophet. and it is reafonably believed he im- 


| priſoned him; but the prophet had nobody to blame. 
but himſelf, he found the truth of thoſe words 
which the Rev. Mr. W--y wrote in a letter 3 me 
3 N 
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dated Sep. 10, 1785; * Finding fault with others, 
is not the way to recommend yourſelf.” _ 

Three vears after this king Jehoſhaphat paid a 


viſit to Ahab king of Iſrael, and Ahab propoſed go- 


ing up to Ramoth-gilead to battle, and invited king 
Tehofiphat togo with him ; who accepted the pro- 


poſal. Then king Ahab gathered his prophets to? 
_ gether about 400 men, and ſaid unto them, ſhall I go 


againſt Ramoth-gilead to battle, or ſhall 1 forbear ? 


and they ſaid go up; for the lord ſhall deliver it into 
the hand of the king. But king Jehoſaphat had his 


doubts, and ſaid, is there not here a prophet of the 


lords beſides all theſe, that we may enquire of him? 
and the king of Ifrael ſaid, there is one man Mi- 


caiah the ſon of Imlah, by whom we may enquire of 


the lord, but I hate him; for he doth not prophecy 
good concerning me, but evil. Jehoſaphat ſaid, let 
not the king ſay ſo, A meflenger being diſpatched 


to haſten Micaiah the ſon of Imlah, he ſaid unto him, 


Behold now the words of the prophets declare good 
unto the king with one mouth: let thy word I pray 


thee be like one of them, and ſpeak thou good unto 
the king. . 5 „ 

But Micaiah ſaid, as the lord liveth, what the 
Lord ſaith unto me Hhat Iwill ſpeak. After he had 


nad ſome little converſation with the king, he told 
him of his death in the field of battle; and the 
icattering of bis troops. And the king of Iſrael 
{aid unto Jehoſaphat, Did not I tell thee that he 
would prophnccy no good concerning me, but evil.“ 
Jt 18 plain Ahab loved flattering, and his flatterers 
_ wete his downfall, and becauſe Micajah would not 
Hatter him, he cried out, take Micaiah and carry him 
back unto Amon, the governor of the city ; and un- 
der the cloſe juſpection of Joaſh the king's ſon; and F 
joy, thus faith the King ; Put this fellow in pete, . 
| e 
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feed him with bread of affliftion, and with the 
water of affliction, untill I return in peace. Did 
not his majeſty think him “one of the moſt im- 
pertinent ' fellows that ever ſtood before him ? 
it is thought this was the ſame prophet who re- 
proved Ahab three years before this, and that he 
had been in priſon all that time, and was now ſent 
back to live upon bread and water of affliction ; and 
very probably died in priſon, vet he had nobody to 
« Blame ” but himſelf, for the meſſenger that fetch- 
ed him to the king, deſired him to peak the ſame 
words that the multitude ſpoke; and becauſe he did 
not, priſon and afflictions were his portion. But his 
pains and his ſorrows are o'er. Jeremiah ſuffered 
much for finding Jault with others, he ſaw it 
would not. © recommend” himſelf, yet he never 
changed his practice, he followed 80d s word to ** 
ſon, and to death. 

There has been many ene ups and downs in 
the church of God in all ages, particulary under the 
judges of Iſrael. And when ever oppreſſion brought 
on a general repentance, ſo that God graciouſly rai- 
ſed up a deliverer, they ſoon corrupted themſelves a- 
gain, and all ſeemed to go one way; nay ! when 
the Lord raiſed np Gideon that wonderful deliverer, 
be was a means of leading the children of Iſrael aſide 
from God, by ſetting up idolatry in his own houſe ; 
but we do not hear of any man in the nation who 
dared to reprove him for it, it would have been 
* finding fault with” the greateſt man in the nation. 


Solomon was a great, a good, and wiſe, king: and 
Joubtleſ; his downfall made a gazing on all ſides : 


but who durſt reprove him ? neither prieſt pro- 
phet, prince, nor people. For he had declared, 
„Where the word of a king is, there is power“ 
and the «6 + Kings wrath as the roaring of a lion.“ 


Aud 8 
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And if any had attempted to reform the abuſes, 
which his ungodly practice occaſioned, it is proba- || þ. 


dle he muſt have paid for his * impertenance ” with | te 
the loſs of his life, and not in ſo eaſy a manner as |} 
being ſtrangled. al 


When Solomon forſook God and worſhiped idols, || ſu 
he laid a heavy tax upon the people to maintain his || a1 
numerous tribe of outlandiſh women, whom he had | © 
taken for wives, and concubines ; which we are told Ire 
amounted to a thouſand, The prieſts, the Lord's || h: 
watchmen did not reprove him that we hear of. d 
They ſeemed to be a company of men who ſtudied 
their own eaſe, more than the good of peoples ſouls. 
And when Ahyah was ſent to reprove Solomon, he 
did not dare to approach the royal throne, but 
went out of Jeruſalem, and found Jereboam in the 
way, and they two were alone in the field: and A- 
hijah caught hold of Jereboam's new garment, and 
rent it in twelve peices, and ſaid ; take thee ten pei- 
ces: for I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of 
Solomon, and will give thee ten tribes, becauſe they || pi 
have forſaken me. When Solomon heard of it, his | w 
wrath was kindled, and what became of the prophet || he 
we know not? but Jeroboam was obliged to flee in- vi 
to Egypt to ſave his life. 5 3 
The Lord wrought a © Gracious reformation by B. 
the miniſtry of Ezrah, and Nehemiah, but the peo- || th 
ple ſoon turned out of the way, being led on, and ab 
encouraged by the example of the prieſts. Nehm. || he 
r= SG „ al + ns 
The high prieſt was allied to one Tobiah, and | xe 
ke prepared him one of the prieſts chambers to live I pe 
. in, altho' he was no prieſt, no levite, nor convert. L. 
| This diſpleaſed the people, and many of them de- I ſu 
|  ſpiſed the offering of the Lord, and did not bring | 
| their ſacrifices to the temple as uſual: ſo the levites | he 
3 had | a 
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had not ſufficient maintenance, they were obliged” 
to flee into the country to get their living by the 


cultivation of their own fields, while the high-prieſt 


and his boſom friend Tobiah, enjoyed all the plea- 
ſures of a plentiful table, magnificient attendance, 


and ſwarms of flatterers, wherever they went. 


— 


But why did not the inferior prieſts, and levites 


reaſon the caſe with the high prieſt; when they ſaw 


him wander ſo far out of God's way? probably they 


did. And he might tell them, if they could mend 
themſelves to go quietly away ; and not make an 


| vproar in Jeruſalem whereby they would Hurt 


he work” but Do no good ” and if any of them 


were urgent for a removal of grievances, he might 


tell them with prieſtly authority to Take ſome- 
thing for the diſeaſe of the tongue, without delay, 


&c. &c.” and If it ſuit you and your wife, you 


may go home, a young man will ſupply your place.” 


Theſe poor deſpiſed levites, learning that the high 


| Prieſt was as unteachable, as ungovernable, and 
was determined to have his own way and no- 


body could turn him, left the city aud temple ſer- 
vice, and with ſorrow of heart, went on their way 
weeping, to ſeek their bread where they could find it. 
But when Nehemiah returned to Jeruſalem, all that 
the high prieſt could ſay in defence of his conduct 
about“ Hurting the work was weak, and uſeleſs, 
he caſt the furniture of Tobiah out of the chamber, 


reproved the high prieſt, recalled the poor diſinheri- 


ted levites, and ſet them in their places: then the 
people brought their ſacrifices to the temple of the 


Lord, and the prieſts and levites had all their wants 
oO NO ore Cr Rs Da IN 
A love of power; partiality, and a deſire after 
honour, has proved fatal to. the work of God among 
all ſets, and parties of people, in all ages. Now 


where 


A 
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no wherever partiality creeps in ; pure religion runs 
out, and God is not confined to any ſect, or party of 


people now ; no more than when he dwelt in "ik 
ancient tabernacle at Shilo, When the people forſook 


God, he forſook his lovely habitation. Again; 


when the Jews for ſook God at Jeruſalem, he for- 


ſopk that magnificient temple : altho' it was the fi- 
neſt piece of building that the ſun ever ſaw ; when 


the people had grieved God's ſpirit, all its beauty, 
all its grandeur, all its glory : could not prevail up- 
on the Lord to ſtay, 1 always was of this opinion; 
that God did carry on his work among many differ- 
ent ſects of people in England; but 1 was partial to 
the methodiſts. Among theſe people J had every 
| Treaſon to believe God's glorious preſence dwelt, there 


were ſo many finners convinced, converted, and 


| brought to the ſaving knowledge of the truth, that 
it was evident God owned the miniſtry of their word. 


But if partiality, a tnirſt after power, injuſtice, op- 


preſſion, flander, abuſe, and degrading of God's mi- 
niſtring ſervants take place, farewell; God can 
carry on his work of ſaving ſouls without this. And 
I think ſomething like it is got in among the metho- 
diſts, while one preacher's wife fits down to a few 
potatoes and ſalt, another has a ſervant to attend 
her with her great coat and umbrella. Another has 


ga company of children, no ſervant, and but few 


friends, another cannot do herſelf the pleaſure of di- 
ning with Mr. and Mrs --- to day except the ſervant 


calls a coach. I think © The end of theſe things 
is death to the work of God; in all churches. 


I ͤwould now take alittle notice of the hue and 
| ery that has been made up and down the country a- 
bout me where-ever I had travelled yet, namely; 
He ſtrikes at the work---he flanders the greateſt 

man in the world---he | Is aaf I had done 


1 
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for an apoſtate ? 


Chro. 2, 5, 16. And it came to paſs as he talked 
with him, that the king ſaid unto him. Art thou 
made of the king's council ? forbear : why ſhouldſt - 


6 01 | 
ſo, I ſhould have thought myſelf beyond the reach 


of mercy. O that wretch! &c. &c;” with a num- 
ber of ſuch like expreſhons. So that the methodiſts 
are given to underſtand that T am turned apoſtate, 
if not worſe, if any thing can be worte. Now I 
will appeal to them who knew me for ſome years 
together, in various counties in England; to the 
people of Thirſk circuit in Yorkſhire; if they ever 
ſaw any thing in my conduct that diſcovered either 
lunacy, or apoſtacy. In Bedford circuit, in Brad- 
ford circuit, and laſt of all, when J travelled in 
Glouceſter circuit ; at Worceſter, Stroud, or any 
other places in that country, and at preſent in Lei- 


ceſterſhire; where 1 have beeXFWMttled near three 


years, ſince I was turned out of the connection by 


Mr. W-1--y. I ſay appeal to theſe people, if they 


have ſeen any thing in my conduct that marks me out 


, 5 : ; 


No; no: my apoſtacy ſeems to be for telling the 
truth to them who did not like to hear it; and were 


| got as far above reproof as Amaziah king of Judah, 


when the Lord ſent a prophet to reprove him. 2 


— 


thou be ſmitten ?” The king was determined to 
have his own way, which was the downfall both of 
himſelf and the nation. i 5 
My expoſtulating the caſe with ſome great men, 


nine years ago, was done in private writing, by way 
Jof complaint, but I fared no better than the pro- 


phet; for they ſmote me with their tongues; and 
encouraged others to ſmite me alto, I complained 
again; and though I was not condemned before the 
Lord for it, they continued to ſmite me with their 
tongues for it, I complained again; but I was told 

| — — 6 there 
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de there was no remedy but patience, and if I did 
not like, I might go away : but I was deſired to 
* go away quietly, and ſay nothing to hurt the 
work.” When I found that the preachers conti- 
nued ſmiting me with their tongues, and {corned to 
hear my complaints, I ſent a circular letter. to each 
travelling preacher as private as I could, and was 
then turned out of the connection with contempt. 
Now I will aſk any man of reaſon, wherein. he 
thinks my great ſin lieth. One cries, the method, and 
ihe manner, &c. &c. was wrong. If a man has an old 
ſore, it is not eaſy to touch it right; and if you 
have no better arguments than theſe, to prove that 
T am * one of the vileſt wretches that ever was in 
the connection,“ lay your hands upon your mouths, 
it will be your wiſdom : 1 will hear what the word 
of God faith, 
When Peter and Paul were together in ; public 
company, Peter ated the hypocrite concerning the 
obſervation of the jewiſh ceremonial law. Paul re- 
proved him before them all, and publiſhed the whole 
account in his letter to the Galatian Churches. 
Could not Peter's friends have ſet up a hue and cry, 
« he ſlanders the greateſt miniſter in the world; 
He ſtrikes at Chriſt, he will hurt the work, he is 
one of the vileſt wretches that ever was upon the 
face of the. earth, &c.?” it is very probable there 
Was no law in thoſe days touching a man's char acter, 

Otherwiſe, Peter had a fine opportunity. 

Again, when Paul wrote his epiſtle to the church 
at Corinth, concerning the diforders, as well as fins 
which kad crept into that church ; could none of 
them cry out, he will hurt the work?“ eſpecially 
as the work of God was then in its infant ſtate at 
Corinth. But the Corinthians (to their immortal 


honour,) purged out the old leven. 
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Again, when our Lord was in company with the 
ikea and lawyers, one of them ſeemed to unders 
ſtand the logic of the day : ** Mafter, thus faying, 


thou reproacheft us alſo.” "A this will hurt our 


character, and our preaching ; but our bleſſed Lord 
went on. Wo be unto you, &c. . 

Again, when Mr. Weſley wrote his Addrets 
to the clery,” could none of them reply? were they 


all dumb ſcholars ? No; one or two I have met 
with in my travels, who underſtood the logic of t * 


» day : one at Leeds in Yorkſhire, told me Mr. W 


| ley was the greateſt enemy to the church that ever : 


was in England: and another at a place where I 
was taken up by a conſtable, and impriſoned in 
bridewell for preaching out of doors; and had be- 
fore the Commiſſioners of the impreſs act; and was 


to be cloſely examined, - frighted; if not ſent to 
ſerve in his Majeſty marines abroad. In the courſe 
of my examination, the Rev. Mr. Weſley' name 


was mentioned, which militated heavily again me; 
for a venerable clergyman cried out, He has done 


more hurt to the church of England, than any mah 
that ever was before him, and I hope there will ne- 


ver be another like him. You do us clergy more 


hurt than all the diflenters in England: you bring 
us into diſeſteem before the people Wherever vou 


come.“ 


a ſmall tract, which I have by me, addreſſed to the 


then Moravian biſhop i in London-; he attacked their 
practiſes, and mentioned their names, fully and pro 


perly ſpelled, Could none of them exclaim,““ He 


* Fries at at the work; he takes away our characters. 
But as the Moravians were foreigners, ee they 


could not have any recourſe to our Eng uh laws con- 


cerning their characters. 3 


Again, when Mr. Whitfield (as I was told) wrote 


LEY Again, 
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Again, when the Rev. Mr. Weſley wrote and 
ubliſhed his opinion againſt the people called Qua- 
BS: could none of them 1 ? had none of them 
learned the logic of the day? He is the vileſt 
wWretch that ever was called a preacher---lie wal 
hurt the work.” 
Again, when that good 1 man n John Nelſon wrote 
againſt the Moravians in Yorkſhire ; who did he 
oblige? or who did he pleaſe ? did he oppoſe what 
het ought was wrong ? did he write for the Re- 
deemer's glory, or not ? and might not thoſe people 
without ever framing an argument againſt what he 
wrote, have cried out; * He ftrikesat the work, Sc“ 
Now what does all this noiſe that you have made 
up and down in the country about me ſtriking at 
'Zbe work,” amount to? are not your arguments as 
lame as thoſe in the magazines, in favour of the 
young preachers governing 'the old ones ? and as 
blind as that piece which was ſigned by ſrxty-nine 
8 Preachers, and prefaced with ++ We whoſe names 
are underwritten 3 + 
One cries, but what the apoſtle Paul and others 
wrote was a different thing. How different? do 
not make yourſelves a laughing ſtock before the na- 
tion. Did they not write againſt the ungodly prac- 
tice of profeſſors ? and have I wrote againſt any thing 
elſe? Would not Paul have lifted up his hands as 
well as his voice, with many e of the old 
preachers at Leeds conference, againſt that ſwagger= 
He tradeſman T. W--k ? and would not Paul and 
Peter both have joined the old preachers at London 
+againſt the broken farmer? And again, at Briſtol, | 
would they not have helped the old preachers againſt 
Mr. W--y, to declare that ſuch men were a reproach 
to tlie cacthodiſt proneners ? to be eee by 
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poor hard working people, who never would work 
for their own bread, e 


Again: When that ungodly, abuſive © Deed | 
Poll” was drawn up at London, ſubjecting a hun- 0 
dred preachers worſe than pariſh apprentices, to be 
ſervants for the members of the“ Deed Poll” 


would not all the apoſtles have riſen up as the heart 


of one man; and have wrote Ichabod upon the firſt . 4 
page; and the glory of the Lord is departed from 
the cenference upon the laſt page (© 
Again; when I was inſulted year after year, as 
I have mentioned: then turned out of the connect- 
ion and degraded without a hearing; would not 
Paul have put you in mind that when the Jews de- 
fired judgement againſt him, Feſtug anſwered “ It 
it not the cuſtom of the Romans (in their heatgen 
Nate) Jo give up any man till he that is accuſed have | 
the accuſers face to Jace, and have liberty to make his de. 
Fence ; touching the crime laid to bis charge but 1 
We whoſe names are underwriten “ go a ſhorter 
way to work, they can accuſe, arraign, judge, 
condemn, degrade, and expell'a man out of the con- #hþ 
nection, without ever giving him a hearing at all. 


Would not the apoſtles have ſhook the duſt off their Ll 
it of - 
Again, ſuppoſe the apoſtles were now upon the - |} 
face of the earth, and could get each one a confers Þþ} 
ence ticket, and hear what reports are brought aud | 
laid before that public aſſembly, and how the old, or 
young abſent preachers were flandered for two days 
together, a little more or leſs. Would they ſay that | 
I was an apoſtate for exclaiming againſt it? would 
they not cry out with old dying Jacob Gen. 49 ver | 
6 O my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret, - in- 1 
to their aſſembly, mine honour be not thou united“ 
for many of the old preachers has ſaid — h 
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this in my hearing in the public conferences. But 
was to no purpoſe, they did no good the old practice 
was ſtill followed. | 
Whatever ſome of the preachers, or people may . 
think of me, I want to ſave my ſoul, But if Iam 
the greateſt finner in the world, who will point out 
my . (for no man has attempted it yet) that I 
may repent? I muſt confeſs I am not convinced that 
ſending a circular letter full of truths, (tho diſagre- 
able truths) in as private a manner as I could; is 


the moſt diabolical thing that ever was done fince 
methodiſm exiſted. There is a clauſe in the < Deed | 


Poll“ article eighth, mentions, that when a man | 


according to the preceeding rules is So expelled 
and put out, ſhall ceaſe to be a member thereof, to 
all intents and purpoſes as tho' he was naturally | 
dead “ does it follow that he muſt be inevitable Joſt + 
when you have inſulted him for ſeven years, more 
or leſs; and turned him out of the connection with 
_ contempt ** for any cauſe which to the conference 
may ſeem fit or neceſſary ” is he got. © beyond the 
reach of merey; J. P--d, but not of your ſlander. 
Will you ſend him freſh menaces, conference after 
conference, by the preachers who are appointed to 
travel in the country where the degraded preacher 
is "ſettled ? and blacken him afreſh in all the ſoci- 
eties round about the country? I am ſorry that I 
have reaſon to ſay, I am aſhamed of your conduct, 
and if ſome of you are not aſhamed of yourſelves, 4 
: think the public will ſhame for you: but J leave it. 
One told me that the methodiſt preachers could 
make me appear as ridiculous as I could them. 
It is no. great difficulty to make a methodiſt preacher 
look ridiculous; only travel round the circuit where 
he has been ſtationed twelve months; and glean up 


what any Fr perſan will ſay, and they will 
EN general ly 
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generally tell you enough to make moſt of the 


preachers look ſomething worſe than ridiculous:; 
but I do not want to make them look ridiculous! 
There are a number of them that I am not wotthy 
to ſtand before, who ſigned the Deed Poll“ at 


London, but what could they do ? they had broke 


their conſtitutions, had- wives and families; and 


they were not willing to be turned out of the con- 


nection with contempt, to go to their pariſhes, _ 
Again, I was deterred from publiſhing my caſe, 
by one who told me that ſomebody would reply; 


may be ſo, And as I do not ſay all that ] might 
fay, in my next I may ſay a little more of what I 
could ſay now. Another cries out ere will be 
Writers. I do not wonder at that, for remember; 
the members of the Deed Poll ” are a hundred; 


T am but one, and a poor inſignificant one. No pro- 


 feflor of the Greek tongue, no Latiniſt, and but a2 


poor grammarian, I have but few friends, and my, 
antagoniſts think they cen bring ſixty thouſand well 


| diſciplined troops into the field at once; yet I think 


they will be miſtaken. Nothing could encourage 
me to engage in this unequal conflict, only truth, 
truth is on my fide, or I am ſunk beneath a man. 

But here is one thing in my favour, probably. no 


ſcholar will think me worthy of his notice; tor | 


temember when Mr. Mc. N. was ſhuffled out of the 
connection, there were heavy complaints agaiuit 
him in the public conference, that he had “ hurg 
the work.“ One propoſed writing againſt him, in 
order to retrieve poor bleeding methodiſm from his 


Vvoracious paws ; but another oppoſed it warmly, 
fayitg, © It will only make him a man of conſe- 


gucnce, let him alone, let him die:“ this motion 
with me. But if any man does write, I Would ad- 
5 = viſe 


* 


viſe him for his own good and the characters 


of the preachers whom it may concern, to let my 


circular letter alone. I ſhall be ſorry if you drive 


me to the diſagreeable neceſſity of explaining that 


ſcarcrow with its long head, many faces, wide 


mouth, and moveable teeth: or that moving land- 
battery with cannons, always pointing to the man 
Who would attack it ; or that wonderful garriſon ; 


dreadful to behold, built with logical wood, hay, 


ſtubble, flax and pitch: but if any one writes, let 


him ſhew ſome ſolid reaſon for what he ſays; da 


not make uſe of lame blind logic. I have had 
enough of that, and you know I can ſee through it. 
And if by fair arguments you ſhew me, that my fin 


is as great as it has been 1epreſented ; I will not 


only acknowledge my fin, but I will recant all that 


you ſhall prove by ſcriptural arguments well found- 
ed, to be ſinful But remember no lame blind logic. 


The Rev. Mr. W--y was the man for whom I 


had the greateſt regard of any man upon the face of 


the earth ; his indefatigable way of life, travelling, 


preaching, writing, and many other things, ſur- 


paſſed any thing that I ever read, or heard of, and I 


wondered when I heard privately, two old preachers 
in converſation about the Rev. Mr. W-1--y's fick- 


neſs at Briſtol conference in 1783, one ſaid to the 


other, „I have often wiſhed to hear of his death, 
ſo that he did but die rejoicing in God.” The other 


anſwered, © I have wiſhed for it ſcores of times, 


ſo that he did but die happy ; for he is grown old, 
he is unteachable, and has ſo many flatterers, &c. 
&c.” The next year, this Deed Poll“ was en- 
rolled in his Majeſty's high court of Chancery; and 
theſe ſame two preachers changed faces at London, 
conference in 1785; and has their names among, 
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„% We whoſe names are under written“ in the firſt 
column of the minutes for that year. i 
I have often heard it complained of in public con- 
ference, that the caſe of preachers widows was not 
fairly ſtated ; if the preacher who travelled in a cir- 
cuit where a widow lived, was a little prejudiced 
againſt her, or her deceaſed huſband, or miſinformed WI 
by her neighbours, he repreſented her caſe rathet I 
better than it was; ſo ſhe had leſs money from the . 


„5 


preacher's fund than ſhe ought to have had, and was 1 
often put to hard ſhifts, if not to want. On the ! 
eontrary, if a preacher was prejudiced in favour of a 1 
widow, or her deceaſed huſband, or miſinformed br 
her neighbours, he repreſented her circumſtances a 
little worſe than they really were; and got her 
mote money, than ſome others who wanted it much 
JJ nn ee 5 
Theſe grievances were complained of in public 
conference, year after year; aud Mr. W--y was de- 
fired “ without a diſſenting voice,” to ſettle this 
matter in ſuch a manner, that the widows and old 3} 
worn-out preachers, ſhould have a claim upon the 
preachers fund, for a certain patrimony, and not to ⁵³ 
be under the power or prejudice of any preacher 1 
whatſoever, But when this “ Deed Polt” which 
coſt about two hundred pounds, was finiſhed; it had. 
| taken up its time in providing for the ſecurity of the 
preaching houſes, and laying down a code of laws by 
which the conference was to govern all things that | 
ſhould come under its inſpection, which laws were | 
penn; wr, ooo 2 5 | 
Firſt, there was no occaſion for one of thoſe laws, lf 
ſo long as the preachers loved God and one another, I 
and, F . = 
. Secondly, when pure religion is loſt, thoſe laws . 


are ſo unfair, ſo unchriſtian, and ſo unbrotherly, io il 
— eee e ——̃—kĩ unjuſt, M 


1 
unjuſt and oppreſſive, that they are not likely to keep 
alive, but to deſtroy all harmony among the preach- 
ers, as well the members of the deed, as thoſe who 
are not members ; while the old worn out preach- 
ers, and poor widows with their fatherleſs children, 
are pafled over in dead ſilence ; leaving the widow 
with her little crying children, expoſed to all their 
fears and ſorrows, that ever they were; and under 
the power and prejudice of any oreacher who does 
not like them, more than ever. And We whoſe. 
names are underwritten” declare there approbation 


of the ** ſubſtance and deſign of the deed.” The 


widow and the fatherleſs have nothing to thank you 


for. May God bleſs them, and raiſe them up ſome 
friends, that they may not have to cringe to you for 
| bread. 

Some of the preachers may cry out,“ You ſeem 
to reflect ſtrangely upon the conference, as if you 
would raiſe ſuſpicion among the widows that we 
are not honeſt. 

Let them read over this little pamphlet, which - 
gives an account of your honeſt dealings with me, 
and you may be ſure they will fit down ſilent enough, 
when they find“ there is ug remedy but patience,” 
but at preſent J ſpare you, for the fake of many of 
the old preachers, who are drawn into the net. 

And concerning reflecting. upon the preachers ; 
is there not eauſe ?” have you not driven me to it! 
and I only ſpeak the truth: So ] would adviſe you 
to take notice of that ſhort ſermon frequently 
preached to my wife and me, when we complained 
af ill uſage: : There is a needs-be for all theſe 
things; you muſt take them as from the hand of 
God : it 1s deſigned for your good.” I am con- 
fident that there is a ** needs-be"” for my writing, 


and] hope the methodiſt preachers will conſider it 
1 as 


\ 
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as from the hand of God, and it is deſigned to do 
them good. Purge out therefore the old leven, 
and become a new lump.” 
| think the grand defign of the“ Deed Poll ” 
begins (like the ſun when he emerges from under 
the maſly clouds of darkneſs to give his light) to 


ſhew IHſclf more clearly ; does it not appear, that a 
few leading men who had already. got much more 


power and praiſe than their conſtitutions could bear; 
yet (Nimrod like) thirſted for more? Did they 


not want to have all the other preachers, and the 
directions of the public money in their own power, 


but this could not be done; unleſs they could firſt 
get the preaching houſes out of the hands of the 


truſtees, in order to have them ſettled upon a more 


permanent foundation, and better ſecured to the 
methodiſt preachers intereſt : which was a. ſolid 
truth. Then follows the“ Deed Poll,” the ſub- 
| Je@ matter of which was contrived with as much 


 Heereſy, as when Joſhua ſent the lyers- in- wait againſt 
Ai. And when it made its appearance, it aſtoniſhed 


the people; they were ſomething like the Aſſyrians, 
when they were ſurpriſed by Gideon's three com- 
panies of flaming lamps, in the dead of the night. 
For it made its appearance not in the ſtate of an in- 
fant ; but a full grown monſter. It was atteſted, 
it was ſigned, it was ſealed, it was printed, and 


threatened every man with fire and ſword, expulſion 


and degradation, who ſhould oppoſe its Princely 


reign. 


But tho' it was a full grown monſter, it had but 
a ſickly conſtitution; ſo its caſe was conſidered at 


the London conference, and much ſtrengthened by 
the adherence of ſixty- nine preachers names. Again, 
it was conſidered at Briftol, and received all the 
— that it could get with ts. new name. So 


now w- 
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this deed was drawn up, there were about two huns 


one hundred 'were made lords and governors, the 
other hundred were compelled to ſerve as *prentices, 
which could never have been effected, had not the 
truſtees reſigned their power to the conferendt ; for 
if an old preacher had been ill uſed by the governors 


Have taken care of him, aid provided the comforts 
of the conference foreſaw this.) 

But now it is otherwiſe, where the preaching houſe 
is made ſure to the conference, for a preacher may 
be ill uſed by one member one year, and worſe the 
ders of conference or © go home nay, ſuppoſing 


that this preacher had in former times collected the 


could ſpare ; the old preacher may weep over the 
people, ay the people may weep over the preacher, 
but he may be told “ there is no remedy but patience” 

the conference may appoint the broken farmer with 


tioned, "who is himſelf one of the members of con- 


Houſe, &c. and the people may be told ““ ibere is no 


the ſeven abominations which the Lord hateth, 


preaching. houſes had fallen into the hands of the 


now 4 there 3 js no remedy but patience.” At the time 


dred preachers in England, Scotland, and Ireland; 


of the conference, ſome ſociety might have taken 
a4 upon the old ſervant of the living God, and 


of life for him until death, (Probably the heads 


next, and ſo on, He muſt bow, and obey the or- 


moſt of that money that built that houſe, and that 
ſociety had {trained every nerve to give all they 


his large family, or T. W-----k that I have men- 


ference, (whoſe wife muſt be looked upon) to the 
uſe and enjoyment of the preaching houſe, dwelling 


remedy but patience ** one cries they may withdraw 
their ſubſcriptions. They may. Burt 1s not this 
«© Deed Poll“ the mother of confuſion, and one of 


ſowing diſcord among brethren .” But ſuppoſe the 


| truſtaes, 8 
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truſtees, and that they had diſliked an old preacher _ 
and turned him out, he might have found ſome o» 
ther place where he might have been uſeful, But 
when he is degraded by the conference for“ any. 

cauſe that a majority thinks fit or neceſſary, he is 
forbid to preach not only in the preaching houſes, 
but in any of the ſocieties, and if he would preach 
at his own houſe, the methodiſts are forbid to hear 
him, and both preachers, and people unite all their 
ſtrength to raiſe, and ſpreadevil reports of him, that 
he may be hiſſed at by all forts of people, and no- 


body go to hear him. OY 29% i ON POWs 
IJ am truly ſorry that I have lived to fee ſuch, mes 
thodiſm as is practiſed at this day in Leiceſterſhire, 
whatever may be practiſed in other counties, I know 
not, but it is noped, ſomething better. 
One cries out; “ You ſhould not medale with the 


A few years ago the method of carrying on the 
work of God among the methodiits, was printed, 
and publickly fold all over the three kingdoms; 
which gave great ſatisfaction among the people, and 
did their fouls much good. And has there been a- 
nother code of laws made fince, which coſt two hun- 
dred pounds making; that when the contents theres 
of are known, will do the peoples , ſouls no good, 
but much hurt? how is it? are you at laſt aſhamed 
of your he POL” Ei ini om ond 

Now I would adviſe ** We whoſe names are un- 
derwritten, ” as all thoſe who haye travelled _ 


four years are to be preſent at the next conference“? 


| to infiſt upon them al! ſigning, that ſcandalous. 
5 © Deed Poll 2 48 they live at your Mmercx, how can 
they refuſe it? you may ** expe/l,- and put ouʒt As - 
many as you pleaſe ** for any cauſe that the confers . . 
ence may ſee fit or neceſlary and if they go it, | 
a —— they 


E 


they will be as ' bad as yourſelves : and the next con- 


ference you may “ expell and put out” as many as 


you pleaſe « for any cauſe, &c.“ with advantage; 


: for you do it by virtue of the Deed Poll“ which | 
they themſclves had ſigned their approbation of. So 


they may Jay their hands upon their mouths, and 
* withdraw in filence they may live upon po- 


toes and butter-milk ” you may “ elect“ young 


men to fill up their places. And whatever becomes 
of precious ſouls, whether they are faved or eter- 
nally loſt “ let no houſe be built on any conſidera- 
tion, till the ground be firſt ſettled on the confer- 
ence plan. This is ſomething new, * 

I think the Deed Poll” is as curious a thing 
as ever graced any religious hiſtory for many ages 
back. In 1784, it was contrived and brought for- 
ward contrary to every branch of true religion ; and 
impoſed upon the preachers by force at Leeds con- 


| ference. In 1785, it was polled for at the London 


conference chiefly by its own choſen members, and 
received a majority. In 1786 its caſe was again 
conſidered, where it was baptized, and called the 
< Deed Poll : : and mn 1789, at the London con- 
ference there was a form drawn up for preaching 
| houſes, and where its memorable name ftands, ** as 
eſtabliſhed by a deed poll, and is to be inſerted in 
all the writings of preaching houſes for the future. 
So there is no fear of its being forgotten, no more 


than of the ſteps by which it is arrived to what it is. 


Another cries, you take away the characters of 
tha preachers; what, with telling them a little of 
the truth? I am ſorry that this ſhould be the calc. 


But have a little patience with me, and I will put 


you in a way of retrieving your characters with ad- 
Vantage: : 


Let thoſe preachers Who now ſtand as lords and 
| governors 
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governors of the reſt; entirely relinquiſh all their 


powers and privileges, to the other hundred who 
are now apprentices-to the preſent members of con- 
ference; and let them be inveſted with all (the 
powers, and privileges which the deed conveys to 


its members; and let them become the members of 
conference: this may eaſily be done; and publiſh 


it in the Arminian Magazine: for certainly no 


methodiſt preachers would think of having a power 


over their brethren; which they would not be 


willing their brethren ſhould have ozer them. 

But concerning the powers and privileges of the 
© Deed Poll,” I am either right or Wrong; if there 
are no privileges attending its members, what ſig- 


nifies making ſo much ado, conference after confe- 
rence, about an empty title? do you do it on pur- 
poſe to grieve thoſe old preachers whom Mr. 
W-ſ--y does not like?“ would it not much more 
become the preachers of perfect holineſs to give it 


up; and publickly diſclaim it? But if all the fore- 
mentioned powers and privileges do attend upon 


the members of the Deed Poll, and that you 


do; and are determined to lord it over God's heri- 


tage, there is but one way left for you to retrieve 


your characters, and this you may do with great ad- 
vantage. Give up all the powers and privileges 


you now enjoy by virtue of that deed, to your bre- 


thren ; and then you may preach with comfort to 


/ 


your congregations, ſaying, be ye followers of us, as 


we are of Chr iſt, who thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God, yet was among hrs diſciples as him that 


ſerved. But if you are determined to bear down all 
before you, to inſult, abuſe, expell, and with the 


horns of your Deed Poll”. puth out of the con- 
nection, and devour with open mouth every man 


who groans under your oppreſſive meaſures, you may 
— oa abide 


1 r * . 
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I: ” 55 the 1 The eyes of the nation 
ddt upon you. The people will watch your works 
with more diligence than they hear you preach. 

So conſider well what you intend to do. For if no 
abler hand will undertake the diſagreeable taſk, 
while I live; I ſhall be ready to anſwer any logical 


traſh that any of you can write in defence of an un- 


TH, godly, abuſive ſyſtem. But ſome of the preſent 


members may object to the above propoſal, ſaying 3 


many of the other NN are not proper 1 men to 


be governors. — 
Are they not as proper as forme of: you ; 118 not, 


may have young men to ſupply their places; then 
| waar it in the magazines that they ** deſiſt 
ut when you turn them out of the connection, do 


not turn their money out of the preachers fund, that 
they have been paying in for ten, twenty, or thirty 
years, it may be of uſe to © We whoſe” names are 
underwritten,” 
Some one may probably aſk what is become of 
Michael Moorhouſe and his wife? 1 wonder what 


they do ſor a living? I mſwer ; my wife who ne- 


ver thought it any diſgrace to work; fits down to 


her buſineſs, and is glad that ſhe bas full employ- 


ment: while the broken farmer (that great reformer 
of our ſinful nation,) with a large family, are ap- 


pointed by the conference to ſome circuit where they 
are well maintained by the poor hard working me- 


57 


money 


* them a letter de-cachet; and tell them they 
hall 8 no more in any of your ſocieties. Vou 


thödiſts. And T. W-----k the tradeſman 1 have 
mentioned, (another great reformer of our guilty }_ 
land,) with. his wife and fon, are riding from one 
good circuit to another in the ſtage coach. And 
when © We whoſe names are underwritten 


has ſtationed their r brethren: and divided the public 
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money as the conference may ſee fit or neceſſary, 
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they ride through my neighbourhood by five or in 


at ohce in the ſtage coach. O blefled “ Deed 1 + 4 


what things thou haſt done for thy favourites, 1 


think they are like Mr. J. P--d, he ſaid he would 
thew them „the difference of it.“ FEY 


But how long do you think God will blefs ſuch | 


like conferences; and ſuch like practiſes, to the u- 
nion of either preachers or people? will not God 
raiſe up a different people; who will ſerve him in a 
different way; bringing forth the fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs. 0 5 "> 


SGuppoſe any of you cry out, “ you have a poor 
opinion of the methodiſts; both preachers and pegs 


ple.” I anſwer, 1 have as good an opinion of them | 


as the author of that ſermon in the magazines ſeems. 
to have. He tells us * Certainly many of the 


methodiſts are already fallen, Many are falling at 
this very time, and there is great reaſon to appre- 


hend, that many more will fall, moſt of whom will 

riſe no more. Arminian Mag. 1784. p. 4406. 
Were ever the poor methodiſts with a number of 
old faithful preachers laid ſo low by any man's pen? 
is it not high time for God to raiſe up another peo- 


ple? but that ſermon cries up the religion of the 


ſelect hundred, who are governors over the reſt, in 
2 wonderful manner; and ſhould not they cry u 
the religion of thoſe who contrived the Deed Poll.“ 


Mr. H- Il ſeemed to think it his duty ſo to do: 


when he began preaching at fix o'clock in the even- 


ing at Worceſter, after which he met the ſociety, 


and cried up the travels, preaching, and writings, 
&c. of the Rev. Mr. W-1--y- and particularly the 
magazines; until it chimed nine as the people went 
home, weary enough, as well as diſpleaſed, with 


his preſſiug the poor people who had not a ſuſſiici- 
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eney of bread, to go without breakfaſt once a week, 
whereby they might ſave three halfpence, which 
would amount to ſixpence a month, and then give 
at for a magazine. But he thought it his duty. 
Again, ſome one may probably cry out, I wont 
der what Michael Moorhouſe wants.“ 
© Ihiveno favours to aſk of the methodiſt orench- 
ers, and if you can contrive to bring me to poverty by 
your freſh threatenings ſent yearly by the new 
preachers from conference, to blacken me again 
in the country where I live; and I ſhould be obliged 
to beg my bread ; I will paſs by the doors of We 
whoſe names are underwritten,” and 1 will not be 
troubleſome at the doors of thoſe you: men who 
_ contrived the Deed Poll.” , 
But probably the poor methodiſts may alk you to 
| ſend the broken farmer home with his large family : 
and that ſwaggering tradeſman T. W--k, with his 
wife and fine ton. - He has got plenty of money by 
being a preacher. May be the poor hard working 
people who keep but a bare table to begin with, may 
not ſee the neceſſity of going without breakfaſt once 
.a week in order to purchaſe a magazine, and once a 
; week without ſupper to maintain ſuch like gentle - 
men; but Lleave things to be conſidered by time. 
Indeed Mr. S. D. the broken farmer, has a ſtrong 
.claim upon the poor methodiſts for a maintanance : 
He has two ſiſters married totwo travelling preachers, 
though one deſiſted: and the wife's ſiſter married a 
third. So he thinks himſelf ſecure enough no doubt, 
He and his large family are likely to be a legacy for 
the poor methodiſts. | 
a Now I will appeal to thoſe preachers who ahh 
ſtood Mr. W-ſ--y with becoming courage at Leeds 
in 1778, concerning that tradeſman 1 have men- 
tioned; and again at Ke hy 1779, about the bro- 


ken farmer, and twice as much at Briſtol, in 5 7 — 
a7 


e 0 "LF ) | 
I fay, I appeal unto you; what would any of you 
fay if you married as gracious a woman as you 60010 


find, and for peace ſake ſhe fat down oppreſſed wah 
fickneſs, to live upon potatoes aud ſalt, milk and 
bread and the like? and proviſion was made for a 
ſwaggering tradeſman, and a broken farmer with a 
large family to ride in their coaches to ſome of the 
bel of the circuits, and you and your wives to be 


inſulted by ſuch like gentlemen, as you know I and | 
my wife were at Borſtom ; and turned out of the 


connection with contempt for ** finding fault: then 


degraded without a hearing, and the methodiſt 


preachers to blacken you afreſh, conference after 
conference all over the country, and threaten you 
with law if you were not filent. So that all forts 
of people might uſe you with contempt and ſlander. 
J appeal to you who ride in your coaches from the 
confereuce by fix at once; how would you conduct 


yourſelves ? would you think it your duty to fit 


down quietly under fuch unreaſonable, unjuſt, con- 


temptuous ſlander ? what would. you do in fuch a 


caſe ? would you go home quietly to your pariſhes 2 


by 


Ul 
. * 


* 


1s death. bed, Gen. Xlix. 23. 5 
Tho the archers have forely grieved us, and ſhot 


As J have laid a ſhort account of mytcaſe before 


| the public, let them read and judge. And if the 
people think I am one of the vileſt ſinners that ever 


lived ; let them continue to hear, and approve what 


the preachers ſay; and let all ſorts of people deſpiſe 
mne. But if the public cannot fee that I deſerve 


burning at a ſtake, for ſpeaking a little of the 
truth: let them ſpeak their minds freely. _ 


- * 


Whatever the public may think or ſay, ble fled be 


the Lord, I truſt 1 and my wife can adopt the lan- 


* 


page of good old Jacob, when he bleſſed Joſeph on 


at us, and hated us, our bows abode in ſtrength, 
and the arms of our hands were made ftrong by the 


hands 
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Hands of the mighty God of Jacob. From thence is 
the ſhepherd, the ſtone of Iſrael . from thence are 
the 92885 of grace, and ſtreams of comfort and con- 
Jolation; which has often ſtrengthened and refreſhed 
our ſouls as we have travelled through many tribu- 
lations, in this howling wilderneſs, on our way to 
the wealthy land. And we will recommend our 
cauſe to him who deſpiſeth not the cry of the poor 
priſoners ; and who is the ſame yeſterday, to day, 
and forever; bleſſed be his unchangeable name, 
Here the poor old deſpiſed preachers may find a. re- 
dreſs of grievances, in their cloſets with God. 
Concerning this new ſcheme of ordination among 
the methodiſt preachers, I can ſay but little about 
it, as it is new ; only what has been ſaid over and 
over again in general ; ; namely, that there was no 
occaſion for it. For according to the beſt accounts 
we have now publiſhed in the Arminian Magazines, 
there was much more pure religion among the me- 
thodiſts, both preachers and people, thirty years 
ago, than there is now. And in thoſe days the 
preachers thought it their duty, to preſs the people 
to cleaye cloſe to the church: they were told, , they 
Jorſcoſ the church, they would looſe the Iiſe of God out = 
their fouls; and conference after conference there 
were lectures given to the travelling preachers, to 
the ſame effect. And thoſe lectures were enforced 
by what was hen thought ſelf-evident, that where- 
ever any ſociety left off going to church, they loſt 
their religion. And when I was ſtationed in Dub- 
liu in 1772, there came over a letter from the Rev. 
Mr, ----- to Mr. J--o ; informing him that“ La- 
dy H. -g. had fit a train of her mungrel clergy all 
down mio Cornwall.” Are the methodiſt preachers 
convinced after fifty years experience, that Lady 


H--t--g--0 had adopted a more excellent plan for 
TE l 
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bring loſt ſinners to God, than thiss ? by means of 
what Mr. ----- called her mongrel 5 2 an 
are they now about to adopt that excellent plan; in: 
order to revive the work of God among the poor 
fallen methodiſts? who we are told “ are falling 


at this very time. And there is great reaſon to ap- 


prehend that many more will fall, moſt of whom 
will riſe no more.“ Arminian Mag. 1784, p. 406. 

God made man upright; but he has found out 
many inventions; yet 1 fear this invention will, ae- 


ver raiſe ſouls out of the ruins of their fallen ſe ate: 1 


but this it may do; it may, raiſe ſome of 
whoſe names are under written“ above their fellows, 
and they may ride in their coaches,” while their ſer= 
vants walk on foot; but what other great 90d is. 
to be accompliſhed, time alone muſt determines 
But ſuppoſe an old methodiſt, who was converted 
to God in ſome plain congregation, and died twenty 
| years ago? was ton reviſit his native place. Would 
he know old methodiſm in its new Deed Poll“ 
| dreſs ; with a long black gown, and a band about 
its neck ; ſtanding reading an abſtract of the church 
liturgy; inſtead of crying out“ Except ye repent, 
ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh ?“ and then to obſerve 


Mrs. and Mrs. and Mrs. and the preachers wife, 


go from the public worſhip, by two and two, cover- 
ed over with a fine umbrella. What would the old 
ſaint of God ſay : would he not ſay he glory of God 
I departed from this place; and then depart and leave 


it alſo. The more I think about your Deed Poll 
conferences; Deed Poll writings for preaching hou- 


ſes, Deed Poll dreſs, Deed Poll religion, and Deed 


Poll practice; the more my ſoul is burthened before 
the Lord. O that God would make a glorious de- 
| ſcent in favour of his 1285 deipiſed, eie 22257 


| ing people. 
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. 
It is very well known to all my neighbours, that 
When I was ſo ſhamefully degraded, and turned out 
of the connection, I and my wife laboured to get in- 
to ſome buſineſs in order to get bread; aud though 
we were laughed to ſcorn by many of the metho- 
diſts; we behaved ourſelves peaceably, as became 
people profeſſing godlineſs. Tho” almoſt all our ac- 
quaintances forſook us, and looked fhy : expecting 
to hear ſome ſcandalous thing that I had done, which 
they thought was the occaſion of my being baniſhed 
from the methodiſt connection, and though the 
-Preaners were continually ſetting the people againſt 
me, they laid nothing to my charge as the people 
e:pected? and as I began to preach a little in my 
own honſe, a few people attended, and God was 
_ graciouſly pleaſed to comfort us together, But the 
methodiſt preachers laboured to make my little con- 
gregation as ſmall as they could, and thofe few me- 
thodiſts who did attend, were flighted by the reſt- 
When I had been at home a year and a half, and 
nothing criminal proved againſt me; a gentleman 
in the neighbourhood who had fitted up a pretty lit- 
tle houſe for the uſe of the methodiſt preachers, bes 
gan to mention it to theni, that he thought of aſk- 
ing me to preach there on a ſabbath day, when they 
had nobody elſe. But the then affiſtant preacher 
oppoſed it with all his might, from time to time. 
Untill at laſt the gentleman made the following re- 

_ «Sir, the preaching houſe is my own 3 it does 
not belong to the conference, and ſurely I may have 
who I pleaſe to preach in it. I believe Mr. Moor- 


Houſe lives the life of a chriſtian, and he preaches 
the methodiſt doctrine; I ſhall have him to preach | 
upon a vacant ſabbath if J chooſe, ”- accordingly the 
gentleman came for me one ſunday morning ? and 

| C IJ went 
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I went with him, and preached to the people, and 
God was graciouſly pleaſed to water eur ſouls, and 
increaſe our ſpiritual ſtrength. This gave huge of- 

| fence ta ſome of the preachers, and others, who |} 
knew nothing of the real cauſe of my being turned 
out of the connection. However as the preaching | 
houſe did not belong to the conference, the preach- 1 

eis thought it adviſeable to paſs it over in filence, * 
untill the next conference, which was about ſix 


months after this happened; and was held at Lon= 
don in July-1788. | 11 
It ſeems the ea was laid before that Auguſt 5 
ſembly, and Mr. W-tſ{-n a man of a fierce counte- 
nance, was appointed to travel in this circuit, in— 
veſted with full power by the conference, to bear 
dom all before him, by breaking to pieces, and 
ſtamping' the reſidue under his feet. As ſoon as he 
came to my friends who called the little pacaching 
houſe his own, he began to exerciſe that power with 
which he was inveſted ; crying out, I am not to 
Preach were Mr, Moorhoule preaches---I am order= 
ed by the conference to take another houſe in the | 
town, and to preach there., ivorhouſe---Moor= 
houſe---that wrote that ſcurrilous letter, and expo= _ 
| led the preachers ! and Mr. W-ſ--y ! I am not to 
| preach where he preaches, &c. &c. &c.“' What | 
5 à confirmation of the prophets words ** Stand bx 
| thyſelf, Iam holier than thou“ Iſai. chap 65, ver 
5. He then began to traduce me all round the | 
country, telling the ſame groundleſs untruths | 
the third year after I had been ** expelled,” that had | 
been ſpread with much diligence the two preceeding 
| years. © Mr, Moorhouſe left the connection-—he 
is diſafteQed---he expoſed the preachers-.-he wrote 
againſt Mr. W-ſ--y, &c. &c. This laſt ſentence | ö 
was enough che d not need to mention any other | | 
„ Orme 
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erime that ever I did 3 in all my life) among many of. 
the methodiſts. For there is much truth in this out 
day 1 in that paſſage in the Arminian magaziue for 
1784 page 350 which runs thus. 
„ But St. Auguſtine ſays“-When St. Auguſ- 
tine's paſſion was heated, his word is not worth a, 
ruſh. And here is the ſecret. St. Auguſtine was 
angry at Pelagius. Hence he flandered and abuled 
him (as his manner was) without fear or ſhame. And 
St. Auguſtine was then in the Chriſtian world, what 
Ariſtotle was afterward. There needed no other 
proof of any aſſertion, than ** zþ/e dixit: St. Auguſ - 
tine ſuick it. . 
One would think that St. Auguſtine* 8 ſpirit, and 
the blind prejudice of his followers was come to life 
again. But my preſent deſign is not to make 
things look fo black as I might. Sol “ drop it.“ 
While Mr. W-tſ-n was calumniating my cha- 
| * raRterall round the country for about ſix months, 
the gentleman often fetched me to preach in his little 
"preaching houſe, and Ged was graciouſly pleaſed to 
Power out his ſpirit upon us, and make our meetings 
exceeding pleaſant, and profitable, to many precious 
ſouls. Several people began to cleave to me, and 
told me and others, that their ſouls were ſeldom fo 
happy under any body 5 preaching, as they were 
under mine. This ſeemed to give freſh offence to 
Mr. W-tſ-n and ſome of his brother preachers, how- 
ever, he got to my warm hearted friends, and black- 
ened me ſo well, that he turned their heads; and 
then upon Sunday the iſt of February, 1789, he 
got into the puplit, and after preaching, he pro- 
claimed! in the face of the congregation, I ih all 
give conſent for Mr. H. to preach here on Wedneſ- 
day night next, after that we think it our duty to 
withdraw until you Hud! us ayother houſe to preach 
in.“, 
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in“ I walked out with the ons; and he 
ſtopped the ſociety to blacken my character tho- 
roughly, he in the pulpit, and my warm hearted 
friends whoſe heads he had turned, ſtanding below, 
and I gone away; they gave me a thorough dreſſing. 
He began to tel] the people the reaſon of his pro- 
ceedings, not only his conference orders, but a private 
letter lately received from the Rev. Mr. W-1--y, 
which he pulled out and read, and then exclaimed 
Many of the methodiſts are bad people, or elſe 
Mr. Moorhouſe is a ſcandalous fellow, my warm 
hearted friends began to brow beat the gentleman, 
the owner of the houſe, and plead that I ſhould ne- 
ver preach in that houſe more: and the reaſons they 
gave were ſtrong, and powerful, the ſame as in the 
forementioned magazine “ Ioje drxit the Rev. Mr 
3 laid ſo. 
One ſtood up to ſpeak for me ; but the ehe | 
a ſaid „ whoever takes Mr. Moorhouſe' s part are not | 
his friends,” this is a new branch of logic. But as 
I do not intend to write all that paſted between that 
preacher in the pulpit, aud the people below, tMk- 
ing two or three at once, for near half an hour? J 3 
ſhall only remark, that after this preacher had ſlan- 
dered me behind my back all over the neighbour- 
hood for about ſix months, aud now in the pulpit, 


without ever ſpeaking one word to my face, though 1 
I was often in his company : he proclaimed to his 
audience, / Mr. Moorhouſe will come to me and ae- i 


knowledge his fault, 1 will do all. I can to get leave for - | 
him to preach in the preaching houſe ; I will manage 'his :. 
cauſe, .as well as 1 can.” Certainly this is conference 
ogic upon the full ſtretch, if it be ſcrewed a little 
—_— I think it will be like Dr. Watts's 
Two old flutes, and ne'er a ſtrings; 
Feds Or none beſide the baſs, 
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If this gentleman is not a member of the 4 Deed 


| i humbly move that he be elected one upon 


the firſt day of the next yearly aſſembly; he exe- 
cutes his conference orders with ſuch a grace, either 
in, or out of the pulpit. He is cut for any dirty 
work. the conference may think fit or neceſſary to employ 
him about, He will do it“ without either fear, or 
ſhame.” FF tr yoo e 
When I was turned out of the connection, I was 
repreſented to be one of the vileſt wretches in the 
world? and my crimes ſo abominably ſcandalous as 
to be © beyond the reach of merey”* I. P-d, but when 
the preachers has abuſed, and flandered me“ with - 
out either fear, or ſbame for near three years, they 
propoſe admitting me as a local preacher among the 
methodiſts, if Iwill acknowledge my fault without 
ſaying one word about my repentance. Now here 
is the ſecret, They began to fear that 1 ſhould lay 
my cafe before the public, and they knew it would 
be little for the credit of either their ſyſtem or prac- _ 
tice ; but if I would acknowledge myſelf an offender, 
then my mouth would be for ever ſtopped: And 
„We whoſe names are underwritten ”” could ride 
in triumph to the next conference by ſix or eight at 
once in the ſtage coach. This was a long-headed 
| ſcheme. But God foreſees all things. „„ 
In the debate ſeveral people obſerved that their 
ſouls had been very much bleſſed by my preaching z 
but one of them cried out believe Judas was a 
good preacher, for aught I know.” Is this the 
work the methodiſt preachers are ſo much afraid of 
being © hurt?” as I am a lover of truth; I will 
ſtrike at this work, and in the name, and by the 
power of God, I will ſheath my broad ſword of 
stherial temper in the bowels of this ſcandalous _ 
E and while it lies bleeding upon the ground 
: = 5 gaſping 


gaſping for breath; riſe up ye old Samuels, and 
come to the, help of the Lord, to the help of the 
mighty; andaffiſt in hewing this cloven footed A- 
gag in pieces before God, draw your Jeruſalem 
blades and“ frike at this abominable, ſcandalous 
work this work is a reproach to any people. 

And are theſe the men who threaten me with law'“ 
for wounding their characters with a private letter? 
go hide your heads for ſhame, I think you will 
make yourſelves as.contemptible before the people, 
as you have been honourable. What will you do? 
will you do as Dicky ſaid f.“ The preachers. will 
go to law with Mr. Moorhouſe this ſeems to be 
the laſt ſhift. And 1 am ſorry to fay, that I fear 

true religion which .was like a pillar of fire to guide, 
and guard the preachers from all evil (in ſome). is 
become as a lamp extinguiſhed ; nothing but a diſ- 

agreeable ſmell. By the grace of God I will ſtand 
up for the truth, and if an officer is authorized by the 
next conference, to ſeize, and drag me to ſome pri» 
ſon, or dungeon: Jeremiah's God ſhall be my God. 
And if another come with his conference orders ta 
ſell up that little property my dear wife had before 
the was acquainted with methodiſt preachers, and 
I fall a ſacrifice for the ſake of truth; I fallin good 
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glorious preſence to dwell in; giving us comfort in 


all our afflictions, conſolation in all eur forrows, 


guiding our weak helpleſs ſouls through the dark 


valley of the ſhadow of death, and up to the . 


of everlaſting life; though we are not worthy of the 
leaſt of God's mercies. But ſuppoſe there were ten 


thouſand new members added to the methodiſt ſoci- 


eties this year, with as much religion as ſome preach- 
ers of this ſoul ſaving, heart chearing doctrine, how 
then ? would they not be inthe f 

on, than they were when they poſſeſed nene? may 
the Lord rend the heavens, and come down, and 

_ undertake his own glorious cauſe for Jeſus's ſake, 


candal to relig1- 


When the Deed Poll” made its appearance, 


I can truly ſay it did not grieve me becauſe I was 
not a choſen member. But the ſhameful uſage my 
wife and I have met with from its honourable meme 


bers; the downfall of religion among the metho- 


diſts; and the cotruption that is got into the 
„ Deed Poll“ conferences, has been no ſmall grief, 
Now I will aſk the public whether they think my 
conduct; or the conduct of We whoſe names 
are underwritten '* has brought a blot upon the me- 
thodiſt cauſe, and the work of God; a blot, not to 


be wathed ont for ages to come. Our ſouls may be 


_ cleanſed from all blots in this life by the blood of the 
lamb. But I am ſorry to add; the conduct of ſome 
great, good, uſeful, but miſtaken men, will be a 
blemiſh in hiſtory, untill ſaints and angels cry out | 


Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly.” 


Silileby, February. 6. 1789. 


